
Zoning in the 
District of  Columbia

Offi ce of  Zoning
Zoning Commission

Board of  Zoning Adjustment

441 4th Street, NW, Suite 200/210-S
Washington, DC 20001

(202) 727-6311
(202) 727-6072 - fax
www.dcoz.dc.gov

dcoz@dc.gov





1

The Offi ce of  Zoning (OZ) is the administrative arm of  the Zoning 
Commission and the Board of  Zoning Adjustment.  OZ receives and 
processes applications for zoning changes or relief; attends meetings 
and hearings and provides follow-up draft decisions; coordinates the 
zoning process with the Offi ce of  Planning and other agencies; main-
tains and updates the Zoning Regulations (text and map); responds to 
miscellaneous requests of  ZC and BZA members; prepares records 
for court cases; and handles all administrative matters associated 
with the daily functioning of  the offi ce.  OZ consults with the Of-
fi ce of  Corporation Counsel regarding legal issues and monitors the 
District’s legislative process to keep the ZC and the BZA apprised 
of  matters affecting zoning.  Also, OZ provides public information 
about the zoning process, the Zoning Regulations, the zoning of  
specifi c properties, and the status of  cases pending before the ZC 
and the BZA. 

Mission Statement:

To provide administrative, professional and technical assistance to 
the Zoning Commission and the Board of  Zoning Adjustment in the 
maintenance and regulation of  zoning in the District of  Columbia.

Offi ce of  Zoning - OZ
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The Zoning Administrator reviews applications for conformance with DC 
Zoning Regulations, under Title 11 DCMR, including:

• Building permit applications submitted to the Permit Center 

• Certifi cate of  Occupancy (C of  O) applications—for allowable 
uses, occupancy load, verifi cation of  address, lot and square, and to 
determine whether inspections and building plans are required for C of  
O approval 

• Subdivision applications—to ensure that they meet lot size, lot width 
and other requirements 

• Home Occupation Permit (HOP)—applications for allowable uses, 
employee and customer visit limits, and verifi cation of  the type of  
dwelling to be used 

• The Zoning Administrator writes letters of  denial, referring ap-
plicants to the Board of  Zoning Adjustment, if  they want to seek 
special exceptions or variances. 

Offi ce of  the Zoning Administrator (ZA) at DCRA



The Offi ce of  the Zoning Administrator also provides these services:

• Zoning compliance letters, to answer questions about zoning district 
and zoning regulation compliance information on a specifi c property 

• General zoning information, such as which zone a property is in 

• Preliminary Design Review Meetings (PDRMs) for developers or 
property owners who want to know a specifi c property’s development 
potential (fee required) 

Offi ce of  the Zoning Administrator
Department of  Consumer & Regulatory Affairs

941 N. Capitol Street, NE, Suite 2000
Washington, DC 20002

(202) 442-4576
Website:  www.dcra.dc.gov   -   E-Mail:  dcra@dc.gov
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The Zoning Commission (ZC) is a fi ve-member quasi-judicial commis-
sion created by the Zoning Act of 1920, as amended, and charged with 
preparing, adopting, and subsequently amending the Zoning Regulations 
and Map.  The ZC also hears Planned Unit Development (PUD) cases 
-- a planning tool which allows a developer greater fl exibility of develop-
ment and other incentives, provided that the project offers a commend-
able number or quality of public benefi ts and that it protects and advanc-
es public health, safety, welfare, and convenience.  Three members of 
the ZC are residents of the District of Columbia appointed by the Mayor 
and confi rmed by the Council; the fourth member is the Architect of the 
Capitol - AOC (or his/her representative); and the fi fth member is the 
Director of the National Park Service - NPS (or his/her representative). 

Zoning Commission (ZC)
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The Board of  Zoning Adjustment (BZA) is a fi ve-member quasi-judicial 
board created by the Zoning Enabling Act of  1938, as amended, and 
charged with hearing cases related to variances, special exceptions, and 
appeals of  administrative decisions.  The BZA also hears Foreign Mission 
cases and civil infractions.  Three members of  the BZA are residents of  the 
District of  Columbia appointed by the Mayor and confi rmed by the Coun-
cil; one is a member of  the National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) 
or its staff; and one is a member of  the ZC. 
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Board of  Zoning Adjustment (BZA)



DCOZ CONTACT INFORMATION

Richard Nero, Jr.
Deputy Director of  Operations
(202) 727-2806
richard.nero@dc.gov

Nyambi A. Nyambi, AICP
Chief  Technology Offi cer 
(202) 727-0314
nyambi.nyambi@dc.gov

Sharon Schellin
Secretary to the Zoning Commission
(202) 727-0340
sharon.schellin@dc.gov

Cliff  Moy
Secretary to the Board of  Zoning Adjustment
(202) 727-0348
clifford.moy@dc.gov

Leigh Johnson
Compliance Review Program Manager
(202) 727-0330
leigh.johnson@dc.gov

Sara Bardin
Special Assistant/Public Information/
Language Access Coordinator
(202) 727-5372
sara.bardin@dc.gov
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