
Zoning Commission Order No, 48
June 29, 1972

EMl!lRGENCY  ORDER

ORDERED:

Whereas: The Citizens Association of Georgetown petitioned

the Zoning Commission on February 3, 1971 "For Interim

Amendment to the Zoning Regulations to Protect Georgetowr

Waterfront Area and For Emergency Implementation of

Interim Amendment."

And Whereas: The Zoning Commission has reviewed and

considered the petition and the applicable law and

pertinent facts related thereto.

And Whereas: The National Capital Planning Commission,

Department of Transportation, Department of Interior,

and Department of H.U.D. have undertaken an extensive

study of the Georgetown Waterfront and funds were

committed as follows:
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Department of Transportation $150,000

Department of Interior 50,000

Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment 50,000

National Capital Planning Commission 20,000
Total $270,000

And Whereas: On January 26, 1972, a contract was executed

for consultants to study and recommend the appropriate

form of development for the Georgetown Waterfront

Area to insure the preservation of historic buildings

and to provide for the harmonious development of

public, commercial and residential facilities.

And Whereas: The preliminary draft of the consultants

report should be available by July 1, 1972,

And Whereas: A portion of the preliminary draft Consultants

report related to "Feasible Development Limits" has

been made available to the National Capital Planning

Commission staff and summarized as follows:
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"The primary determinate (Sic) in regards to the level of
development in the waterfront area is the capacity of the
present and future transportation system to serve new
activities. The study finds that realistic limits of growth
appears to be about 3.5 million s uare feet  0-f floor area.
Existing development now occupies about 1.2 million square
feet. This leaves 2.3 million square feet of building area
as the total for new development. The current proposals for
the Dodge House Center and the Inland Steel building is
estimated to produce about 2-2 million square feet of floor
area. Based on existing and proposed capacity very little
new development other than the two proposed new buildings
could be justified."

"Most of the alternative development concepts proposed by
the consultant team for the waterfront limit development to
a range of 40-69 feet in height and at a 2-4 FAR. This is
considerably less than that existing zoning now permits."

And Whereas: The Inland Steel Corporation on May 17, 1972

obtained the approval of the Fine Arts Commission for

the design of the first portion of their project in the

Georgetown Waterfront Area.

And Whereas: An application has been filed by the developers

of "Dodge House" for the approval of working drawings

and this matter is on the July 12, 1972 agenda of the

Fine Arts Commission.



Order No. 48
June 29, 1972
Page 4

And Whereas: On June 2, 1972 the Malony Concrete Company

submitted plans to the Zoning Administrator for the

District of Columbia

Center. These plans

3,201,210  cubic feet

the Georgetown Waterfront area at 1010-1014 Wisconsin

Avenue, N. W.

for a project known as Dodge

call for the development of

of retail and office space in

And Whereas: If such development should be permitted to

proceed prior to the holding of a public hearing of

the Zoning Commission, the city will be denied the

opportunity

preliminary

capacity of

and need to

the orderly

to verify and consider the above mentioned

findings of the task force regarding

the transportation system, the opportunity

preserve historic buildings and insure

and harmonious development of the area.

And Whereas: Section 1 of the Zoning Act (Act of June 20,

1938, 52 stat. 797 as amended by Act of March 4, 1942,

56 stat, 122) establishes the authority of the
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Zoning Commission "to promote the health, safety,

morals, convenience, order, prosperity, or general

welfare of the District of Columbia."

And Whereas: Section l-1505 (c) of the District of Columbia

Code authorizes the Zoning Commission to take emergency

action for a period not to exceed 120 days "for the

immediate preservation of the public peace, health,

safety, welfare, or morals."

Therefore: The Zoning Commission resolves that an emergency

exists and it is imperative that the Zoning Commission

immediately down zone or otherwise curtail any building

activities in the Georgetown Waterfront Area. Without

such action development may occur which may not be in

the best interest of the public health, safety and

general welfare and may nullify the current effort to

arrive at a development plan and program for the

Georgetown Waterfront Area.
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Now Therefore, the Zoning Commission hereby establishes,

for a period not to exceed 120 days Zoning Districts

and Regulations as follows:

1. Change from C-M-2 to C-2-A all lots fronting

on both sides of M Street, N. W. and located

between Wisconsin Avenue on the east and 37th

Street on the west and not already zoned C-2-A.

2. Change from C-M-2 and M to R-4 all lots in

the area bounded by M Street, N. W., Rock Creek

Park, the Potomac River and 37th Street, N. W.

extended and not changed to C-2-A in 1 above.

RICHARD L. STANTON

ATTESTED:

dministrative Officer


