
Before  t h e  Board o f  Zoning Adjustment ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC H E A R I N G  - September 1 7 ,  1969 

Appeal No. 10116 I r v i n g  Brotman, a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Order of  t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meet ing  on 
September 23, 1969.  

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a chancery  
f o r  t h e  Government of Barbados a t  1616 - 22nd S t r e e t ,  NW.,  
Lot  24, Square  2512, be  d i s m i s s e d  f o r  l a c k  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
under  t h e  "Chancery Act ,"  (Act  of October  13 ,  1964,  73 S t a t .  
1 0 9 1 ) .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: - 

The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  R-3 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The a t t o r n e y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  a p p e l l a n t  asserts t h a t  
t h e  Board o f  Zoning Adjustment i s  n o t  p r o h i b i t e d  t o  a c t  i n  t h i s  
a p p e a l  by t h e  "Chancery Act ,"  (Act  of October  1 3 ,  1964, 73 S t a t .  
1091) .  It i s  a l l e g e d  tha t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Act 
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  purpose  and i n t e n t  of t h e  Act as p r e v e n t i n g  
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  t o ,  and t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a w e l l  d e f i n e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  ne ighborhood.  I n  
t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  a p p e l l a n t  con tends  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  does  
n o t  f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  purview o f  t h e  Act. 

3 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  was a c q u i r e d  by t h e  a p p e l l a n t  i n  
1962 f o r  i n t e n d e d  u s e  as  a f o r e i g n  chancery .  It was s u b s e q u e n t l y  
r e n o v a t e d  and l i s t e d  f o r  sale as a chancery  w i t h  s e v e r a l  b r o k e r s  
and has been s o  l i s t e d  s i n c e  1962.  

4.  A p p e l l a n t  submi t s  t h a t  from 75 t o  90 p e r c e n t  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  and p remises  w i t h i n  t h e  immediate con t iguous  a r e a  o f  
t h e  1600 b l o c k  of 22nd S t r e e t ,  NW.,  a r e  used  as c h a n c e r i e s ,  
embassies, o r  as m i l i t a r y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  and economic m i s s i o n s  of  
f o r e i g n  governments .  For  t h i s  r e a s o n  a p p e l l a n t  c o n s i d e r s  a 
chancery  u s e  t h e  best s u i t e d  u s e  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  q u e s t i o n .  
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5 .  The Ambassador of Barbados t e s t i f i e d  tha t  shou ld  t h i s  
appea l  be  g r a n t e d ,  a l l  p e r t i n e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  of  t h e  D . C .  Govern- 
ment would be  complied w i t h .  

6 .  Appe l lan t  p roposes  t o  employ no more t h a n  s i x  ( 6 )  pe r -  
sons .  One p a r k i n g  space  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p rov ided .  However, 
s t u d i e s  have been under taken  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  excava t i ng  under 
t h e  r e a r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  p rov ide  a d d i t i o n a l  p a r k i n g  space s .  

7 .  Oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appea l  was r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  by t h e  Dupont C i r c l e  C i t i z e n s  Assoc i a t i on .  
The owners of a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  had 
p r e v i o u s l y  f i l e d  app rova l  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h i s  a p p e a l .  

O P I N I O N  : 

We a r e  of  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h i s  a p p e a l  must be  d i smissed  by t h i s  
Board f o r  l a c k  of  j u r i s d i c t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  t h e  Chancery Act (Act o f  
October 13 ,  1964, 73 S t a t .  1091 ) .  We are n o t  convinced nor. do we 
adopt  a p p e l l a n t ' s  argument t h a t  t h e  Act does  n o t  app ly  t o  p r o p e r t y  
s i t u a t e d  i n  c i rcumstances  a s  t h o s e  set  ou t  above.  It i s  our  belief  
tha t  Congress i n t ended  t o  r e s t r i c t  Board a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  and a l l  
o t h e r  appea l s  where in  i t  i s  proposed t o  e s t a b l i s h  a chancery  u s e  i n  
d i s t r i c t s  o r  zones r e s t r i c t e d  by t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  Act.  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

rr 

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Board 


