
Before t h e  Board of  Zoning Adjustment, D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - October 15,  1969 

Appeal No. 1 0 2 0 2  Washington Hebrew Cemetery, a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,  a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  Order of t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of 
October 2 1 ,  1969. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - Feb. 6 ,  1970 

ORDERED : 

Tha t  t h e  appea l  from t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Zoning Adminis- 
t r a t o r  g iven September 7 ,  1969 t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  s i n c e  ceme- 
t e r i e s  a r e  no t  mentioned i n  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  of t h e  D i s -  
t r i c t  of Columbia e i t h e r  as a pe rmi t t ed  o r  p r o h i b i t e d  u s e ,  he  
i s  without  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r u l e  i n  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a zoning con- 
s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  permit  a p p l i e d  f o r  a t  1380 Alabama 
Avenue, SE., P a r c e l  228/150, nea r  Square 5886, be g ran ted  as 
amended. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p roper ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-5-A D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The proper ty  measures approximately 8  o r  9  a c r e s  and 
i s  used as a cemetery which was founded i n  1852 and which has  
s i n c e  cont inued as such i n  compliance wi th  T i t l e  27 of  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Code. 

3 .  Appellant  proposes t o  c o n s t r u c t  a memorial chape l  w i t h  
a s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  f o r  184 persons .  

4 .  T h i s  appea l  i s  be fo re  t h e  Board as an  appea l  from t h e  
d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Zoning Adminis t ra tor  g iven  September 7 ,  1969 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  s i n c e  cemeter ies  a r e  no t  mentioned i n  t h e  
Zoning Regulat ions  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia e i t h e r  as a per-  
mi t t ed  o r  p r o h i b i t e d  u s e ,  he  i s  wi thout  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r u l e  i n  
t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a zoning c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  permit  
a p p l i e d  f o r  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t h e  proposed chape l .  

5. Appel lant  amends t h i s  appea l  i n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
r e q u e s t i n g  permiss ion t o  e r e c t  a church i n  t h e  R-5-A D i s t r i c t .  
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6 .  The proposed b u i l d i n g  i s  t o  be a memorial chape l  used 
a t  l e a s t  once a yea r  f o r  a memorial s e r v i c e  and f o r  occas iona l  
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e s .  

7 .  The proposed chape l  i s  t o  be l o c a t e d  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  
cemetery and w i l l  be bordered by o t h e r  cemetery p rope r ty .  

8.  No o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appea l  was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing .  

OPINION : 

We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appea l  f o r  
t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a chape l  i n  t h e  R-5-A D i s t r i c t  s e a t i n g  184 per-  
sons can be gran ted  and s h a l l  n o t  be con t r a ry  t o  T i t l e  27 of 
t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Code which r e g u l a t e s  t h e  conduct and 
o p e r a t i o n  of cemeter ies  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. The 
g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appea l  i s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of a church pur- 
suan t  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and 
i s  n o t  viewed as an expansion of t h e  e x i s t i n g  cemetery use .  

F u r t h e r ,  we ho ld  t h a t  t h e  s i z e  and l o c a t i o n  of t h e  proposed 
chape l  w i l l  n o t  adverse ly  a f f e c t  neighboring proper ty  owners. 
The g r a n t i n g  of t h e  r eques t ed  r e l i e f  w i l l  be i n  harmony wi th  t h e  
g e n e r a l  purposes and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  and Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT. 

ATTESTED : 

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX 
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  FILED WITH THE DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS W I T H I N  A PERIOD 
OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


