Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C.

PUBLIC HEARING -- November 17, 1971

Appeal No. 10921 Charles M. and E.W. Gunther, appellants
THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, appellee.

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, with Mr. Scrivener
absent, the following Order of the Board was entered at the meeting of
November 23, 1971.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- December 15, 1971
ORDERED:
That the appeal for variance from the provisions of Section 5102.5

to permit office space on the third floor in lieu of first floor at 1507 22d
Street, N.W., Lot 35, Square 67, be granted.

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The subject property is located in the C-2-B classification. From
1958 until 1964 the property was zoned C-2.

2. The property is a four-story building, residential in appearance
with the ceiling of the first story approximately five feet above curb elevation.
The first story contains a garage, utility space and a corridor for access to the
floors above. Approximately 50 per cent of the first story is unexcavated. Al-
though the first story is more in the nature of a cellar, it technically is the
first story.

3. Under the C-2-B regulations, office and commercial uses are limited
to the first and second stories.

4, The owner of the building is an attorney who requests permission
to utilize the third floor for office use in lieu of the first floor.

5. The C-2-B classification was intended to intensify uses with a
6.0 F.A.R. and 90 feet in height. Applicants state that the property will not
be developed under the C-2-B regulations until a suitable land assemblage has
been accomplished.

6. Owners of buildings north and south of the subject premises have
no objection to the granting of this application.

7. By letter dated November 18, 1971, applicants requested the Board
to approve the premises as a single-use building for lawyer's office,
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8. There was no opposition to this case expressed at public hearing
and there is no opposition in the record.

OPINION:

We are of the opinion that the applicants have established a hardship
within the meaning of the variance clause and that the strict application of
the C-2-B regulations would result in peculiar and exceptional practical difficulties
upon the owner. The request is granted as originally filed for the third floor
only. We believe that the requested relief can be granted without substantial
detriment to the public good and without substantially impairing the intent, pur-
pose and integrity of the Zone Plan as embodied in tie Zoning Regulations and Map.

BY ORDER OF THE D, C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

ATTESTED:

BY:

GEORGE A. GROGAN
Secretary of the Board

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS ONLY
UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS FILED WITH THE
DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE
DATE OF THIS ORDER.



