
Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D . ~ .  

PUBLIC HEARING -- July 19, 1972 

Application No. 11079 Minnie L. Sonne, appellant 

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, appellee 

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously car r ied ,  the  
following Order of the Board was entered a t  the  meeting of 
July 2 5 ,  1972. 

ORDERED : 

That the application for  permission t o  change a nonconforming 
use from a beauty shop t o  a delicatessan a t  418 Randolph S t r e e t ,  
N. W., l o t  91, Square 3236 be DENIED. 

F INDINGS OF FACT : 

1. The subject property i s  located in  an R-4 Dis t r i c t .  

2 .  The property is improved with a one-story building 
located a t  418 Randolph S t r e e t ,  N. W. 

3 .  Appellant requests permission t o  change a nonconforming 
use from a beauty shop t o  a delicatessen. 

4. Evidence was established tha t  the  property has been 
vacant for s i x  months. 

5.  Mrs Elizabeth Johnson, who i s  the  contract-purchaser 
and a l so  l ives  across the  s t r e e t  from the subject property 
s ta ted  t h a t  the  location w i l l  be used as a carry-out with 
some hot foods and nothing served on the  premises. 

6. The contract-purchaser s ta ted  tha t  there w i l l  be two 
persons employed a t  the  subject location and the  hours of 
operation w i l l  be 9 a.m. t o  6 p.m., s i x  days a week, excluding 
Sundays. 

7 .  There w i l l  be no on-sife parking and the  property does 
not contain any loading f a c i l i t i e s  whereby food can be taken i n  and 
garbage taken out other than through the f ront .  
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8. A t  t h e  publ ic  hear ing  t h e r e  was massive opposi t ion a s  t o  
t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  app l i ca t ion .  The f i l e  a l s o  conta ins  more than 
87 names i n  opposi t ion t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  app l i ca t ion .  

9. The opposi t ion a t  t h e  publ ic  hear ing  was based on: 

a .  deprec ia t ion  of proper ty  values 

b.  a  business  of t h i s  type  encourages rodents  and 
i n s e c t s  of var ious  na ture  and d e s c r i p t i o n  

c .  increases  t r a f f i c  of veh ic les  a s  we l l  as  pedes t r i ans  

d .  i n v i t e s  crime, encourages l o i t e r i n g ,  and on occassion, 
bois terousness  and loud music. 

OPINION : 

The Board considered each of t h e  aforementioned f a c t s  i n  
a r r i v i n g  a t  i ts  dec is ion .  In  add i t ion  t h e  Board gave g r e a t  
weight t o  t h e  argument of t h e  C i r c l e  Block Neighborhood Club 
a s  t o  t h e  deprec ia t ion  of property values and increased t r a f f i c  
a s  having a  de t r imenta l  a f f e c t  upon a  neighborhood t h a t  is  
e s s e n t i a l l y  q u i e t  and r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  cha rac te r .  

It is t h e r e f o r e  our opinion t h a t  t h e  change of nonconforming 
use from a beauty shop t o  a  d e l i c a t e s s e n  should be  denied. 

W e  a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h i s  use w i l l  have an adverse 
a f f e c t  upon t h e  present  cha rac te r  and f u t u r e  development of t h e  
neighborhood and w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impair t h e  purpose, i n t e n t  
and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  Zoning Regulations and Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

/ Secre tary  of t h e  Board 


