
Before t he  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C.  

PUBLIC HEARING - August 30, 1972 

~ p p l i c a t i o n  No. 11125 - Luola B .  S t u a r t ,  appel lant  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE D I S T R I C T  OF COLUMBIA, appel lee.  

On motion duly made, seconded and ca r r i ed ,  with M r .  
Scr ivener  absent and M r .  Hatton d i s sen t ing ,  t h e  following 
Order of t h e  Board was entered a t  t h e  meeting of September 
25, 1972. 

ORDERED : 

That the  app l i ca t ion  f o r  permission t o  change a non- 
conforming use from t a i l o r  shop t o  r e n t a l  of masquerade costumes 
and dressmaking on f i r s t  f l o o r  a t  No. 35 8 th  S t r e e t ,  N.E. ,  l o t  
19, Square 919, be DENIED.  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Subject s i t e  i s  a two s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  loca ted  i n  a 
R-4 zone (row dwellings and conversions) .  Frontage i s  on 8 th  . 
S t r e e t  on corner l o t  19 of square 919 t o  A S t r e e t .  

2. The present  use of t h e  f a c i l i t y  i s  as  a r e t a i l  
dry c leaners .  

3. Applicant proposes t o  convert f a c i l i t y  t o  a dress-  
making shop and costume r e n t a l  s e rv i ce  pursuant t o  Sect ion 
7104.2 of D.C. Zoning Regulations which permits change of t h e  
nonconforming use. 

4 .  The present  use is c l a s s i f i e d  as  a neighborhood use 
and serv ices  t h a t  a rea  only.  

5. The proposed new use would s e rv i ce  customers from 
a city-wide area .  

6. The use is  l imi ted  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  only. 
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O P I N I O N :  

Applicant seeks permission t o  convert t he  present 
nonconforming use of a  r e t a i l  dry cleaners  t o  a  dressmaking 
shop. 

The area i n  which t h e  building is s i t ua t ed  is  zoned 
r e s i d e n t i a l  row dwellings. And t h e  shop draws i t s  customers 
from the  immediate area .  In order f o r  t he  Board t o  grant  a  
nonconforming use it must f i r s t  be es tabl ished t h a t  t h e  use is  
i n  f a c t  a  neighborhood se rv ice  and does not draw c l i e n t i l e  
from the  c i t y  proper. 

Consideration i s  a l s o  given t o  parking and t r a f f i c  
problems. In t h i s  case,  t h e  shop would secure most of i t s  
business through orders v i a  telephone and thus very l i t t l e  
walk i n  customers would r e s u l t .  Also t h e  nature of t h e  change 
would generate l e s s  auto and foot  t r a f f i c .  

The f i l e  r e f l e c t s  no opposition t o  t he  change and 
contains a  wr i t t en  statement of t h e  Capitol  H i l l  Restorat ion 
Society supporting t he  change. Included a l s o  is a  supportive 
l e t t e r  from a  neighboring business,  D.C. Gazette. 

However, we f ind t h a t  t h e  considerat ion of t h i s  Board 
according t o  t he  regulat ions (Section 7104.2 and 7109.11) must 
be whether or  not the  shop w i l l  continue as  t r u l y  a  neighborhood 
f a c i l i t y .  We th ink not.  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C . BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED 

By : 
GEORGE A. GROGAN 

Secretary of t he  Board 

December 1 2 ,  1972 



Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- August 30, 1972 

Application No. 1 1 12 5 Loula B. Stuart, appellant 

On motion duly made, seconded and car r ied  by a vote of 4-0, the 
following Order  of the Board was entered a t  the meeting of May 22, 1973. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - -  I U I 1 8 1973 
c 

ORDERED: 

That the application for permission to  change a nonconforming use f rom 
a tailor shop to  rental of masquerade costumes and dressmaking on the f i r s t  
f loor a t  35 8th Street,  N. E., Lot 19, Square 919, be CONDITIONALLY GRANTED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Subject site i s  a 2-story s tructure located in an R-4 Zone. Frontage 
i s  on 8th and A Streets ,  a corner  lot, number 19. 

2. The present  use of the f i r s t  floor i s  a tailor shop (Certificate of 
Occupancy No. B -78847). 

3. Applicant proposes to  convert the f i r s t  floor to  a d r e s s  making shop 
and costume rental service.  

4. A tailor shop i s  a C-1 District  use a s  a r e  dressmaking shop and 
wearing apparel store. 

5. No opposition was registered a t  the public hearing, whereas the file 
does contain several  l e t t e r s  in support. 

OPINION: 

The Board i s  of the opinion that this application should be granted. We 
find that the proposed new use will be a neighborhood facility and the type of 
use  which will not be objectionable. Fur ther ,  we find that the new use will 
not generate noise, traffic o r  any other deleterious external effects which 
would be offensive to  the neighborhood. 
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The change of nonconforming u s e  f r o m  ta i lo r  shop to  d r e s s  making 
and costume rental  i s  granted subject  t o  the  following conditions: 

No neon o r  gas  tube displays shal l  be  located 
on the outside of the  building nor  shal l  any such 
displays i f  placed ins ide the  building be  visible 
f r o m  the outside. 

BY ORDER O F  THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

By: 
, :'/JAMES E. MILLER 

Sec re t a ry  t o  the Board 

THAT THE ORDER O F  THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX 
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR 
OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE E F F E C -  
TIVE DATE O F  THIS ORDER. 


