
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.  C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- September 18,  1972 

Appl ica t ion  No. 11138 Kathleen H. Campbell, a p p e l l a n t  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, a p p e l l e e  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and c a r r i e d  unanimously, t h e  
fo l lowing  Order of t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of November 
1, 1972. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- January 30, 1973 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  permiss ion t o  change a  nonconforming 
use  from an apartment house t o  a  two-family f l a t ,  a t  1607 3 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  
N.W., Lot 9,  Square 1282 be  GRANTED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Sub jec t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t  which is  
ge f ined  by t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  a s  an a r ea  of one-family detached 
Jwel l ings  of h igh d e n s i t y .  

2 .  The c u r r e n t  use  of t h e  p rope r ty  i s  t h a t  of a  rooming house. 

3. This  a p p l i c a n t  seeks  permiss ion t o  change a  p re -ex i s t i ng  
nonconforming u s e  from a  rooming house back t o  a  two-family f l a t .  

4. Sub jec t  p rope r ty  c o n t a i n s  fou r  bathrooms, one on each f l o o r ,  
a l s o  a  k i t c h e n  i s  loca t ed  on each of t h e  f o u r  f l o o r s .  The basement 
i s  a  s e p a r a t e  apartment w i th  a  s e p a r a t e  en t r ance ,  k i t c h e n  and ba th .  

5. It  is  a p p l i c a n t ' s  i n t e n t  t o  conver t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  t o  a  f l a t ,  
t h e  basement be ing  one u n i t ,  and t h e  f i r s t ,  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  
s h a l l  be t h e  second u n i t .  The upper f l o o r s  w i l l  be  conver ted back 
t o  a  s i n g l e  fami ly  u se  by removing t h e  k i t c h e n s  on t h e  second and 
t h i r d  f l o o r s  and t h e  shower on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

6. Appl ican t  seeks  Board approval  of i t s  proposa l  pursuant  t o  
Sec t ion  7104.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  which o h l i g a t e s  t h i s  Board 
t o  be  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  neighborhood w i l l  n o t  be  adve r se ly  a f f e c t e d  
i f  i n  f a c t  t h i s  change i s  permi t ted .  

7. No oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  was voiced a t  t h e  p u b l i c  
hea r ing ,  t h e  record  does  r e f l e c t  neighborhood suppor t  f o r  t h e  app l i -  
c a t i o n ,  some cons ide r ing  t h e  change an upgrade. 
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OPINION : 

T h i s  i s  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  brought  pursuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  7104.2 of t h e  Zoning 
R e g u l a t i o n s  which p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  change of a  nonconforming use.  The Board 
is  charged w i t h  e x e r c i s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  a s  t o  whether  o r  n o t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  
change w i l l  be o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  t h e  neighborhood. 

The c u r r e n t  u s e  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  is t h a t  of a  rooming house o r  a n  apar tment  
house.  The proposed change w i l l  upgrade t h e  u s e  o r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  by reduc ing  
t h e  number of pe rsons  o r  f a m i l i e s  u s i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e .  C l e a r l y  
a  f l a t  is l e s s  o f f e n s i v e  t h a n  a  f o u r  u n i t  apar tment  b u i l d i n g  o r  a  rooming house.  

It is t h e  o p i n i o n  of t h i s  Board t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  t h e  
change of t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  neighborhood and n o t  ob jec -  
t i o n a b l e .  The Board is e a g e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  and f o s t e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  and 
f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  approves  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  h e r e i n .  

We a r e  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s  u s e  w i l l  no t  have a n  a d v e r s e  a f f e c t  upon 
t h e  p r e s e n t  chara .c te r  and f u t u r e  development of t h e  neighborhood and w i l l  not  
s u b s t a n t i a . 1 1 ~  impa i r  t h e  purpose ,  i n t e n t  o r  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  
and Maps. 

T h i s  Order s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n :  

No neon o r  gas  tube  d i s p 1 a . y ~  s h a l l  be l o c a t e d  on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  nor  s h a l l  any such d i s p l a y s  i f  p laced  i n s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  be 
v i s i b l e  from t h e  o u t s i d e .  

BY THE ORDER OF THE D,  C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

By: 
U GEORGE A. G R O G A ~  . .  . . .  - , , , . , . j  

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Boa.rd 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS ONLY 
UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS  FILED WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


