
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- November 29, 1972 

Appl ica t ion  No. 11172 Anthony Chambers, appel lan t .  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, appel lee .  

On motion duly made, seconded and c a r r i e d  by a  vote  of 4-0, t h e  
fol lowing Order of t h e  Board was en tered  a t  t h e  meeting of January 23, 1973. 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  va r i ance  from provis ions  of Sec t ion  
3301.1 r equ i r ing  900 square  f e e t  pe r  u n i t  t o  convert bu i ld ing  from 
two (2) family f l a t  t o  t h r e e  (3) u n i t  apartment a t  1716 Kilbourne P lace ,  
N. W., Lot 47, Square 2600, be DENIED, 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Subjec t  proper ty  is  loca ted  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t  which is  
def ined  by t h e  Zoning Regulat ions a s  an a rea  of row-dwellings and con- 
vers ions .  

2. The p rope r ty  is  a t  t h e  p re sen t  time being employed a s  a  two- 
family f l a t ;  and i t  is  a p p l i c a n t ' s  proposal  t o  add another  apartment and 
make t h e  p re sen t  use i n t o  t h r e e  apartments.  

3. Pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  3301.1, t h e  a p p l i c a n t  is  requi red  t o  provide 
900 square f e e t  pe r  dwell ing;  i n  t h e  p re sen t  case a p p l i c a n t  reques ts  
r e l i e f  from t h i s  s e c t i o n  and provide l e s s  than t h e  r e q u i s i t e  900 square 
f e e t .  

4 ,  Testimony r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Board a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing  t h a t  no 
parking i s  provided a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  f a c i l i t y .  

5. Applicant provided no evidence of hardship  which t h i s  Board i s  
ob l iga t ed  t o  have demonstrated t o  it by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  he re in .  

6. No oppos i t ion  was voiced a t  t he  p u b l i c  hear ing  a g a i n s t  t he  
a p p l i c a t i o n  and no l e t t e r s  i n  oppos i t ion  were submitted t o  t h e  f i l e  f o r  
t h i s  ~ o a r d  ' s cons ide ra t ion .  

OPINION : 

We have given lengthy cons idera t ion  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  
va r i ance  i n  t h e  p re sen t  case and determined t h a t  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  r equ i r e -  
ment of es tab l i shment  of unnecessary hardship  t o  app l i can t  is  lacking;  
thus  we have no a u t h o r i t y  t o  g ran t  app l i can t  t h e  requested r e l i e f .  



Appl ica t ion  No. 11172 
March 21, 1973 
PAGE 2 

It is t h i s  ~ o a r d ' s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  safeguard e x i s t i n g  a r e a s  a s  
t hey  a r e  zoned and t o  permit  va r i ances  on ly  where t h e  proposal  is  
necessary and b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  a  reasonable  enjoyment of t he  s u b j e c t  
property.  We f e e l  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  merely be c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  an  
a l r eady  e x i s t i n g  conjes ted  a r e a ;  t h i s  w i l l  not  be t o l e r a t e d .  

P u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  Board remain accountable  
t o  i t s  l e g i s l a t i v e  mandate; i n  t h i s  case t o  g r a n t  t h e  requested r e l i e f  
would f r u s t r a t e  t h a t  pub l i c  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  surrounding a r ea .  

We a r e  of t he  opinion t h a t  appe l l an t  has  not  proved a  hardsh ip  
w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  va r i ance  c l ause  of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions 
and t h a t  a  d e n i a l  of t h e  requested r e l i e f  w i l l  no t  r e s u l t  i n  p e c u l i a r  
and execpt iona l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue hardsh ip  upon t h e  
owner . 

Fur ther ,  we hold t h a t  t h e  requested r e l i e f  cannot be gran ted  
without  s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r iment  t o  t h e  pub l i c  good and wi thout  subs tan-  
t i a l l y  impair ing the  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone p l an  
a s  embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions and Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D, C, BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

GEORGE A, GROGAN 
S e c r e t a r y  of t he  Board 

March 21, 1973 


