
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment 

PUBLIC HEARING -- November 29, 1972 

Appl ica t ion  No. 11194 James C. and Mercedes 0. F in ley ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, appe l l ee .  

On motion duly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  fol lowing 
Order of t h e  Board was en t e r ed  a t  t h e  meeting of January 23, 1973. 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  except ion  under Sec t ion  3104.44 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  parking l o t  a t  928 Maryland Avenue, N. E., i n  an  R-4 
D i s t r i c t ,  Lot 800, Square 936 be DENIED, 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Subjec t  p rope r ty  i s  loca t ed  i n  a n  R-4 D i s t r i c t  which i s  def ined  
by t h e  Zoning Regulat ions a s  an a r e a  of row-dwellings and conversions.  

2,  The p re sen t  use of t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  s e rves  nothing;  t h e  
proposed use  i s  f o r  a  temporary parking f a c i l i t y .  

3. It is t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  conten t ion  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  parking l o t ,  
i f  permi t ted ,  would accommodate 20 automobiles.  Fu r the r ,  a p p l i c a n t ' s  
bus iness  which is  a t  518 10 th  S t r e e t ,  is i n  d i r e  need of parking space 
f o r  i t s  customers. 

4. It is  a p p l i c a n t ' s  conten t ion  t h a t  i f  t he  r eques t  he re in ,  were 
i n  f a c t  g ran ted  t h a t  it would add cons iderab le  space i n  t h e  neighborhood 
f o r  people  who r e s i d e  t h e r e  and own automobiles and need parking space.  

5. The Board heard tes t imony t h a t  automobiles were no t ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  
t o  be parked on t h e  l o t  dur ing  normal working hours ,  bu t  could ve ry  
l i k e l y  be s t o r e d  on t h e  l o t  i n d e f i n i t e l y .  

6. The Board heard tes t imony t h a t  many v e h i c l e s  parked on t h e  
s u b j e c t  l o t  were i n  d i s - r e p a i r ,  o r  appeared t o  be junked c a r s  and 
oppos i t i on  t o  t h i s  u n s i g h t l y  cond i t i on  i n  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood 
v e r y  much concerned t h e  community. 

7. Opposi t ion was voiced a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing  and l e t t e r s  i n  
oppos i t i on  were submit ted t o  t h e  f i l e  f o r  t h e  Board's cons idera t ion .  
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OPINION : 

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  and rev iewing  t h e  f i l e  t h e  Board h a s  
de te rmined  t h a t  t h i s  r e q u e s t  w i l l  be den ied .  

T h i s  Board i s  w e l l  aware of  t h e  need f o r  o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  f a c i l -  
i t i e s  f o r  v a r i o u s  b u s i n e s s e s ,  The need t o  r e l i e v e  t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n  
i n  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t s  and t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s  themselves  f rom 
economic s t r a n g u l a t i o n  cuased b y  s a i d  c o n g e s t i o n  and l a c k  of p a r k i n g  
s p a c e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  s a f e t y ,  h e a l t h ,  and 
g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e .  However, t h i s  a r e a  i s  R-4, a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a ,  and 
t h e  Board is  h e s i t a n t  t o  a l l o w  such  o f f - s t r e e t  pa rk ing  w i t h o u t  a  
showing of h a r d s h i p  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y . .  

It i s  t h i s  Board 's  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t  w i l l  n o t  be 
employed t o  l e s s e n  c o n g e s t i o n  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ;  b u t  s e r v e  a s  a  s t o r a g e  
a r e a  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  T h i s  Board w i l l  n o t  t o l e r a t e .  

There  is  a s u b s t a n t i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  meaning of  ' t s t o r a g e "  
and "parking." The i n t e n t  of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  e f f o r t  
t o  m a i n t a i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  zones a s  such  and i t  i s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  h e r e i n ,  i s  den ied .  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED 

By: 

GEORGE A,  GROGAN 
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Board 

February  7, 1973 


