
Before t h e  ~ o a r d  of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- February 21, 1973 

Appl ica t ion  No. 11270 Shoreham Assoc ia t ion ,  appe l l an t .  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, appe l lee .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded a.nd c a r r i e d  by a  vo t e  of 3-0, t he  
fol lowing Order of t h e  Board was en t e r ed  a t  t h e  meeting of March 20, 1973. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER --  A p r i l  11, 1973 

ORDERED : 

That t he  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  var iance  from t h e  open cou r t  width 
requirements  t o  permit  e r e c t i o n  of twelve (12) s t o r y  e x i t  s t a i r  i n  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  open c o u r t  a t  806 15th  S t r e e t ,  N. W., Lot 800, Square 219, be 
GRANTED, 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Subjec t  p rope r ty  is  loca t ed  i n  a  C-4 D i s t r i c t  which is def ined  
by t h e  Zoning Regulat ions a s  a  c e n t r a l  bus iness  d i s t r i c t ,  which comprises 
t h e  r e t a i l  and o f f i c e  c e n t e r s  f o r  both t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia and t h e  
e n t i r e  met ropol i tan  a r ea  . 

2. A t  t he  p re sen t  time t h e  p rope r ty  i s  being u t i l i z e d  f o r  
o f f i c e s  and r e t a i l  commercial u se s ;  t h e  proposa l  merely d e s i r e s  t o  con- 
s  t r u c t  a n  e g r e s s  f i r e - s t a i r  i n  a n  e x i s t i n g  open cou r t ,  reducing t h e  width 
of t h e  open cour t .  

3. The e x i s t i n g  bu i ld ing ,  t he  Shoreham Bui ld ing ,  was cons t ruc ted  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  p re sen t  bu i ld ing  codes and t h e r e  is only  one e x i t .  

4. The purpose of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  he re in ,  i s  t o  proceed t o  bu i ld  
an e x i t  s t a i r  w i th in  t h e  e x i s t i n g  cou r t  of t h e  bu i ld ing  and a  va r i ance  from 
the  open cou r t  requirements is  needed i n  o rde r  t o  cons t ruc t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
e x i t .  

5. Applicant  a l s o  r e l a t e d  t o  t he  Board t h a t  t o  comply wi th  the  
c i t y ' s  minimum code and s a f e t y  s t anda rds  a t  l e a s t  two s t a i r s  a s  a  means of 
e g r e s s  should be provided. 

6. Pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  5305.1 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions an  open 
cou r t  va r i ance  of 3.40 f e e t  a s  t h e  minimum open cou r t  width requi red  is 
20.53 f e e t ,  whereas 17.13 f e e t  has been provided. 

7. Opposi t ion was voiced a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing  a g a i n s t  t h e  app- 
l i c a t i o n  he re in ,  however, no l e t t e r s  i n  oppos i t i on  were submit ted t o  t h e  
f i l e  f o r  t h e  Board's cons idera t ion .  
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OPINION: 

The Board h a s  reviewed t h e  e n t i r e  record  submit ted i n  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  h e r e i n  and h a s  determined t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  r easons  wa r r an t i ng  
t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  have been presen ted .  

Needless  t o  s a y  we a r e  ex t remely  s e n s i t i v e  t o  what t h e  F i r e  
Department cons ide r s  necessa ry  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  of persons  f r equen t i ng  t h e  
s u b j e c t  bu i l d ing .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  owner t o  come w i t h i n  compliance w i t h  
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  of t h e  F i r e  Department , he is  i n  need of r e l i e f  from t h i s  
Board i n  t h e  form of a  va r i ance .  We now GRANT t h i s  va r i ance .  

We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  a p p e l l a n t  ha s  proved a ha rdsh ip  
w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  v a r i a n c e  c l a u s e  of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  and 
t h a t  a  d e n i a l  of t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  p e c u l i a r  and excep- 
t i o n a l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue ha rd sh ip  upon t h e  owner. 

Fu r the r ,  we ho ld  t h a t  t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  can be g r an t ed  w i thou t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r imen t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i thou t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impai r ing  
t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone p l a n  a s  embodied i n  t h e  
Zoning Regula t ions  and Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D ,  C, BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED 

GEORGE A, GROGAN 
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX 
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX 
MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


