
Before t he  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C ,  

PUBLIC HEARING -- May 16, 1973 

Appl ica t ion  No. 11376 - Lafaye t t e  Limited Pa r tne r sh ip ,  Appellant.  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF TJIE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, Appellee.  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and c a r r i e d  by a  v o t e  of 3-0, 
t he  fol lowing Order of t he  Board was en te red  a t  t he  meeting of 
May 22. 1973. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER 
JW 12 wid 

ORDERED : 

That the  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  va r i ance  t o  permit  a  12'  x  41' 
load ing  be r th  i n  l i e u  of a  12'  x  45' loading be r th ,  a t  801 17th 
S t r e e t ,  N. W . ,  Lot 26,  Square 165, be GRANTED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 
1 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  is i n  a  C-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2.  The proper ty  is improved wi th  a  newly e r e c t e d  12-s tory  
o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  which conta ins  i n  excess  of 200,000 square f e e t  
of g ros s  f l o o r  a r ea .  

3. A s  requi red  by t h e  Regulat ions f o r  s t r u c t u r e s  of such 
s i z e ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  has  t h r e e  loading be r th s ,  one 12 '  x 20' and 
two o t h e r s  12 '  x  45' each. 

4. The bu i ld ing  is owned by the  a p p e l l a n t  La faye t t e  Limited 
Pa r tne r sh ip ,  1819 H S t r e e t ,  N. W . ,  Washington, D. C. The p r i n c i p a l  
t enan t  is the  Inter-American Development Bank, ( h e r e i n a f t e r  " the  
Bank") which occupies  t h e  f i r s t  basement l e v e l  and a l l  f l o o r s  except  
t he  ground f l o o r .  The ground f l o o r  t enan t s  a r e  a  sav ings  and loan  
a s s o c i a t i o n  and a  small  l i n g e r i e  shop. Three remaining ground f l o o r  
r e n t a l  u n i t s  p r e s e n t l y  a r e  unoccupied. 

5. A s  a  p a r t  of t h e  Bank's occupancy needs, the  owner has  
agreed t o  t he  cons t ruc t ion  of an audi tor ium a t  the  f i r s t  basement 
l e v e l .  One of t he  r e w i r e d  e x i t s  from t h e  audi tor ium w i l l  u t i l i z e  
4 '  of t he  45' l ength  of one of the  b u i l d i n g ' s  t h r e e  load ing  b e r t h s ,  
a s  shown on the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  drawing RA-1 which was submitted wi th  
the a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  case.  
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6. Because of c e r t a i n  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of t he  bu i ld ing  a t  
t h e  proposed l o c a t i o n  of t h e  e x i t ,  i t  is not p o s s i b l e  t o  p l ace  t he  
e x i t  and not a f f e c t  any p a r t  of the  load ing  b e r t h  wi thout  excep t iona l  
p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t .  

7. The proposed 4 '  reduc t ion  i n  t he  45'  l eng th  of t he  loading 
b e r t h  is  minimal and would s t i l l  permit  accommodation of a  ve ry  l a r g e  
s i z e  t r u c k  a t  t he  b e r t h ;  (a )  a s  shown on a r c h i t e c t u r a l  drawing RA-1, 
another  45'  l eng th  load ing  b e r t h  immediately a d j o i n s  t he  one t h a t  
would be reduced i n  s i z e  t o  41'; (b) A t h i r d  loading b e r t h  of t h e  
l eng th  requi red  by the  r e g u l a t i o n s  a l s o  remains a v a i l a b l e .  

8. The Bank's bus iness  is not  such t h a t  i t  r ece ives  e i t h e r  
f requent  d e l i v e r i e s  o r  d e l i v e r i e s  i n  l a r g e  s i z e  t rucks ;  ( a )  most 
major d e l i v e r i e s  f o r  the  Bank w i l l  i n  f a c t  go t o  t he  main stockroom 
i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing ;  (b) l a r g e  t ruck  d e l i v e r i e s  i n  
connect ion with t h e  e r e c t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld ing  have ceased; and (c )  
i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t he  t h r e e  a v a i l a b l e  load ing  be r th s  could not  
accommodate t he  d e l i v e r y  needs of t he  o t h e r  t e n a n t s  i n  the  bu i ld ing  
even i f  one load ing  b e r t h  is reduced by 4 ' .  

1 

9. There was no oppos i t i on  t o  t he  g ran t ing  of t h i s  app l i ca t i on .  

OPINION: 

The Board has  a u t h o r i t y  t o  g r a n t  t h i s  va r i ance  under the  Zoning 
Act of June 20, 1938 (52 S t a t .  797), a s  amended, and the  ma t t e r  is 
p rope r ly  before  t he  Board f o r  dec i s ion .  

We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  it  has  been shown t h a t  t h e  s t r i c t  
a p p l i c a t i o n  of Sec t ion  7303 of t h e  Regulat ions would r e s u l t  i n  
p e c u l i a r  and excep t iona l  p r a c t i c a l  d j f f i c u l t i e s  and excep t iona l  and 
undue hardsh ip  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of Sec t ion  8207 of t he  Regulat ions.  

We f u r t h e r  hold t h a t  i t  has  been e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t he  reques ted  
r e l i e f  can be gran ted  wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r iment  t o  t he  p u b l i c  
good and wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impair ing ' the  i n t e n t ,  purpose and 
i n t e g r i t y  of the  zone p l a n  a s  embodied i n  t he  zoning r egu la t i ons  and 
map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D, C, BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

By: ARTHUR B , HATTON 
Acting Sec re t a ry  of t he  Board 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS 
FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF 
SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


