
Before the  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C .  

Applicat ion No. 11468 of S t a f f o r d  S. F le tche r ,  Trustee,  e t  a l . ,  
f o r  a s p e c i a l  exception f o r  permission t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Chancery 
and permission t o  provide accessory parking spaces on l o t  o t h e r  
than the  l o t  where the  main bu i ld ing  is  located.  

PUBLIC HEARING: September 19, 1973 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: GRANTED From the  Bench 

See Bench Minutes Sept . ,  1973 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The sub jec t  property i s  loca ted  i n  the R-5-C/R-1-B 
D i s t r i c t s .  The Chancery f o r  the  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e  wi th in  the 
Peoples Republic of China w i l l  be located e n t i r e l y  wi th in  the 
R-5-C D i s t r i c t ,  and a por t ion  of the accessory parking w i l l  be 
i n  the  R-1-B D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The premises a r e  p resen t ly  used a s  a h o t e l  having one 
hundred u n i t s ,  with adjuncts .  

3. There w i l l  be approximately t h i r t y  persons a t  the  chancery 
p lus  twenty a d d i t i o n a l  support ing personnel and family members. 
Almost a l l  of these  indiv iduals  w i l l  l i v e  on the  sub jec t  premises. 

4. The proposed u s e  w i l l  be  t h a t  of a Chancery a s  t h a t  term 
is defined i n  the  Act. of October 13, 1964. 

5. The hours of the  Chancery opera t ion  w i l l  be from 8:00 a.m. 
t o  1 2 : O O  p.m. and 2:30 p,m. t o  6:00 p.m. d a i l y .  

6. The l i a i s o n  o f f i c e  w i l l  have approximately t e n  c a r s  u t i l i -  
z ing the  parking a rea  t o  the  r e a r .  I t  i s  est imated t h a t  approxi- 
mately twenty o the r  c a r s  w i l l  v i s i t  t he  Liaison Office.  

7 .  The Board c r e d i t s  the sworn testimony of Whayne Quin,  
Esq., a t t o r n e y  f o r  the  app l i can t  which es t ab l i shed  t h a t  the  l ease  
of sub jec t  premises t o  the  Peoples Republic of China p laces  the  
burden of proper grounds and bu i ld ing  maintenance on the  landlord.  
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8. The accessory parking spaces and i n  an open area and one 
a ted  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  wi th in  200 f e e t  of the bu i ld ing  and use 
which they a r e  accessory and a r e  contiguous t o  the  Chancery use.  

9. In  Order No. 3738, dated January 25, 1954, a request  f o r  
accessory parking f o r  the e x i s t i n g  h o t e l  use on the  sub jec t  park- 
ing l o t .  

10. The e x i s t i n g  bui ld ing  a t  2310 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., 
was cons t ruc ted  i n  1923 and occupies a major por t ion  of l o t  195. 
Addi t ional ly ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  boundary l i n e  separa t ing  an R-5-C from 
an R-1-B D i s t r i c t  runs along the  l o t  l i n e  between Lots 195 and 
840. Due t o  the  shallow zoning depth i n  the  a rea  and the  r e s t r i c t e d  
l o t  s i z e  caused by the  s u b s t a n t i a l  improvements on the  l o t ,  only 
a l imi ted  amount of parking can be located a t  the r e a r  of the 
s u b j e c t  premises on the  same l o t  i n  the  R-5-C Zone. 

11. The access  t o  the  parking a rea  is  by way of Belmont Road. 
Which se rves  only the  sub jec t  premises and the  e x i s t i n g  parking l o t .  

1 2 .  The u t i l i z a t i o n  of the parking l o t  under the  proposed 
chancery use w i l l  be l e s s  in tense  than under the  p r i o r  use s i n c e  
a h igh  percentage of the persons occupying the  premises w i l l  be 
l i v i n g  t h e r e  f u l l  time. Addi t ional ly ,  the premises i s  served by 
the  extens ive  bus t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  on Connecticut Avenue and is  i n  
c lose  proximity t o  the  proposed zoological  t r a n s i t  s t a t i o n  a t  
Calver t  S t r e e t .  

13. The Department of Highways and T r a f f i c  has  submitted a 
r e p o r t  wi th  no ob jec t ion  t o  the  proposed use ,  and has indica ted  t h a t  
they w i l l  i n s t a l l  NO LEFT TURN t r a f f i c  r e s t r i c t i o n  s i g n s  f o r  t r a f f i c  
( leaving)  Belmont Road. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

1. The sub jec t  premises may be used a s  a Chancery i n  an 
R-5-C Zone upon approval by the  Board i n  accordance with Sect ion 
3101 -410 of the Zoning Regulations. 

2.  The Chancery w i l l  be  located i n  a por t ion  of an e x i s t i n g  
h o t e l  and w i l l  be used a s  both  f o r  bus iness  and a s  a residence f o r  
employees and s t a f f .  The proposed use w i l l  l e s s  in tense  than the  
present  use ,  because the Chancery use w i l l  be l e s s  t r a n s i e n t  and the  
s t a f f  l i v i n g  and working the re  w i l l  be  r e l a t i v e l y  l e s s  i n  number 
than allowed h o t e l  occupancy. T r a f f i c  should not  r e s u l t  i n  ava i la -  
b i l i t y  of major highway access  and a s u f f i c i e n t  parking area .  

3. The amount and arrangement of parking spaces and loading 
b e r t h  a rea  a re  adequate and 48 parking spaces w i l l  be provided. The 
arrangement of these  spaces is  such t h a t  the re  is adequate c i r cu -  
l a t i o n  t o  each space. The sub jec t  bu i ld ing  has  long e x i s t e d  i n  a 
compatible fashion with the  r e sk  of the  neighborhood, s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  
i n  keeping with the  cha rac te r  of the neighborhood. 

4. Sec t ion  3101.411 of the  Regulations permits accessory 
automobile parking spaces provided c e r t a i n  condi t ions a r e  met, has  
been s a t i s f i e d  i n  t h a t :  

The parking spaces a r e  cont igious t o  the  Chancery. 

Due t o  the  loca t ion  of 2310 Connecticut Avenue, i t  i s '  
imprac t ica l  t o  loca te  parking space on the  same l o t .  
Only approximately 20 c a r s  can be located a t  the  r e a r  
of the sub jec t  premises on the same l o t  and wi th in  the  
R-5-C Zone. 

The parking spaces a r e  loca ted  s o  t h a t  they a r e  not 
l i k e l y  t o  become objec t ionable  t o  the  adjo in ing  o r  
nearby property because of noise ,  t r a f f i c  o r  o the r  
objec t ionable  condi t ions ,  The access  t o  the parking 
a rea  is by way of Belmont Road. Belmont Road serves  
only  the  sub jec t  premises and e x i s t i n g  parking l o t .  
Since a high percentage of the  proposed chancery w i l l  
be occupied by s t a f f  members l i v i n g  on the  premises, 

i t  is  not  expected moreover, i t  should be pointed out  
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C o n c l u s i o n s  of L a w  4-C ( C o n t i n u e d )  

T h a t  C o n n e c t i c u t  A v e n u e  i s  i n  close p r o x i m i t y  t o  the p r o p o s e d  
zoological  t r a n s i t  s t a t i o n  a t  C a l v e r t  S t reet .  

ORDERED : 

T h a t  the above reques t  be GRANTED w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  
C o n d i t i o n s :  

1. T h e  number of parking spaces serv ing  the 
C h a n c e r y  use  provided pu r suan t  t o  th is  appeal 
sha l l  not  be reduced t o  less than 48 spaces. 

2 .  T h e  property sha l l  be m a i n t a i n e d  i n  good order 
i n  keeping w i t h  the s tandards of the neighborhood. 

3 .  I n  the event ,  the property is  purchased by the 
C h a n c e r y ,  the C h a n c e r y  sha l l  m a i n t a i n  the property 
i n  accordance w i t h  t h i s  O r d e r .  

VOTE : 4-0, (Mr .  M c I n t o s h  not  V o t i n g ;  Mr .  Hamrnond s i t t i n g  
for  M r .  H a t t o n .  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

/c/' JAMES E .  MILLER 
1 ,' 

A s s t .  Secretary fo r  the 
B o a r d  of Z o n i n g  A d j u s t m e n t  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: OCT 0 1 1913 
THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A  PERIOD OF S I X  

MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A  BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A  PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


