
Befo re  t h e  Board of Zoning Ad jus tmen t ,  D .  C .  

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 11 564 of Washington Hebrew Congrega t ion  
p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  8207.11 of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  
a  u s e  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  r e q u r i e m e n t s  of S e c t i o n  3 l O l . 4 l l  
of  t h e  R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an a c c e s s o r y  
p a r k i n g  l o t  beyond 200 f t .  of t h e  a c c e s s o r y  u s e  a t  t h e  
p r e m i s e  l o c a t e d  a t  3 9 t h  S t r e e t  N . W .  and Macomb S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  
Lot 8 3 4 ,  Squa re  1818 ,  i n  t h e  R-1-B z o n e ,  

HEARING D A T E :  Feb rua ry  1 3 ,  1974  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Feb rua ry  2 6 ,  1974  

FINDINGS O F  FACT:  

1 .  The a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
of f - s t r e e t  a c c e s s o r y  p a r k i n g  which would be l o c a t e d  beyond 
20C f t .  of  a p p l i c a n t s  synagogue  and on a  l o t  which i s  n o t  
c o n t i g u o u s  t o  o r  s e p a r a t e d  o n l y  by an a l l e y  from t h e  u s e  
t o  which t h e  proposed  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  a c c e s s o r y  a s  r e q u i r e d  
by t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

2 ,  The a p p l i c a n t  p r e s e n t l y  p r o v i d e s  70 p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  
on an e x i s t i n g  p a r k i n g  l o t  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  synagogue ,  
however ,  due  t o  a  p roposed  c h a p e l  a d d i t i o n ,  on t h e  e x i s t i n g  
l o t ,  t h e  p a r k i n g  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l o t  w i l l  be 
r educed  t o  51 s p a c e s .  

3 ,  The proposed  l o t  would be l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  
and p r o v i d e  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  f o r  129  c a r s  a s  an o v e r f l o w  
p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t y .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  was g r a n t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  u s e  t h e  
s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  a s  a c c e s s o r y  p a r k i n g  i n  B Z A  app l  i c a t i o n  
No. 6357,  d a t e d  1961 ,  however ,  t h i s  o r d e r  e x p i r e d  a f t e r  s i x  
months .  

5 .  The a p p l i c a n t  a l l e g e s  t h a t  i t s  e x i s t i n g  p a r k i n g  
l o t  i s  a d e q u a t e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  day  t o  day a c t i v i t i e s  
of  t h e  t e m p l e  which s e a t s  200 p e o p l e  b u t  i s  n o t  a d e q u a t e  
f o r  S a t u r d a y  and Sunday s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  The 
a p p l i c a n t  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  proposed  l o t  w i l l  a l s o  
be u sed  f o r  l a r g e  w e e d i n g s ,  f u n e r a l s ,  h i g h  h o l y d a y s ,  and 
o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  

6. The o p p o s i t i o n  a l l e g e s  t h a t ;  o t h e r  t h a n  d u r i n g  
h i g h  Holy Days, a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o u r  d a y s  p e r  y e a r ,  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  l o t  and r e a s o n a b l y  p r o x i m a t e  s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  a r e  
a d e q u a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  n e e d s .  

7 .  The r e p o r t  s u b m i t t e d  by t h e  Depar tment  of  H i g h -  
ways and T r a f f i c  a s  r e q u i r e d  by l a w ,  which was n o t  s u b j e c t  
t o  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n ,  o f f e r e d  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  proposed  
p a r k i n g  l o t .  
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8 .  The a p p l i c a n t  a l l e g e s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  
c a n n o t  be  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e  b e c a u s e  o f  t o p o -  
g r a p h i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

9. T e s t i m o n i a l  a n d  d o c u m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  o b  r e c o r d  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a  p e r e n n i a l  s t r e a m  a t  one  t i m e  r a n  t h r o u g h  
t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y ,  
and  e x t e n s i v e  f i l l  v a r y i n g  i n  d e p t h  f r o m  2 0  t o  3 5  f t ,  
e x i s t s  a c r o s s  t h k  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

10 .  The a p p l i c a n t  f u r t h e r  a l l e g e s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  e x t r e m e  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y ,  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o u l d  be i m p r a c t i c a l .  

1 1 .  The o p p o s i t i o n a l l e g e s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  
c o u l d  be d e v e l o p e d  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  p u r p o s e s  o r  some o t h e r  
p e r m i t t e d  u s e s  and  f u r t h e r  o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  v i e w  o f  o n e  a c r e  
o f  p a r k i n g  w i t h i n  s i g h t  o f  t h e r e  r e s i d e n c e s .  

1 2 .  The s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t  w o u l d  be a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
Second D i s t r i c t  S t a t i o n  House w h i c h  accommodates a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  2 0 0  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s .  

1 3 .  The c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  a r e a  o n  Macomb S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
m i d d l e  i n c o m e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h i g h  
q u a l i t y  o f  w h i c h  i s  m o s t  d e s i r a b l e .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based on t h e  a b o v e  f i n d i n g s ,  t h e  B o a r d  i s  o f  t h e  
o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has n o t  p r o v e d  a  h a r d s h i p  as 
r e q u i r e d  b y  S e c t i o n  8 2 0 7 . 1 1  o f  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
g r a n t i n g  o f  a  v a r i a n c e .  The B o a r d  i s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  i n  q u e s t i o n  c a n  be  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  R-1-B r e s i d e n t i a l  
p u r p o s e s .  The Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  no  p a r k i n g  f o r  
c h u r c h  u s e  a n d  by  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  new c h a p e l  on  i t s  e x i s t i n g  
p a r k i n g  l o t ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  i n  f a c t  r e d u c i n g  i t s  a v a i l a b l e  
o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g .  E v i d e n c e  o f  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
u s e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p r o p e r t y  as a  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  o n l y  n e c e s -  
s a r y  i n f r e q u e n t l y  as  a n  o v e r f l o w  f a c i l i t y  and t h a t  i t s  
e x i s t e n c e  w o u l d  b e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  a d j o i n i n g  a n d  n e a r b y  
p r o p e r t y .  The B o a r d  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  c a n n o t  
be g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  
a d v e r s e l y  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  
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ORDERED: 

T h a t  t h e  above  a p p l i c a t i o n  be DENIED. 

VOTE: 3 - 1 - 0  ( M r .  H a r p s  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  M r .  H a t t o n  d i s s e n t i n g , )  

BY ORDER OF THE D,  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
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FINAL DATE OF ORDER: APR 15  1Y/4 


