
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D .  C .  

Appl ica t ion  No. 11580, of T e x t i l e  Museum of Washington, D .  C .  
pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  8207.1 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  f o r  a  use  
va r i ance  from t h e  R-1-B Zoning D i s t r i c t  requirements ,  a r e a  
var iance  from t h e  l o t  occupancy requirements  provided by Sec t ion  
3303.1 and a  var iance  t o  permit  enlargement of a  non-conforming 
s t r u c t u r e  a s  provided by Sec t ion  7107.1 of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a t  
2320 S S t r e e t ,  N. W . ,  Lot 46,  Square 2517. 

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  17, 1974 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A p r i l  23, 1974 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The a p p l i c a n t  owns and occupies  two b u i l d i n g s  a s  
it has f o r  n e a r l y  50 y e a r s ,  a t  2320 S  S t r e e t ,  N w . ,  a s  a  museum 
f o r  c o l l e c t e d  t e x t i l e s  valued a t  more than  $25,000.000.00. 

a .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  s t o r a g e  
f a c i l i t y  w i t h  new e x h i b i t i o n  space on t h e  r e a r  
of t h e  p rope r ty  f a c i n g  Decatur P lace ,  N. W . ,  w i t h  
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a  connect ing l i n k  t o  t h e  Conservat ion Laboratory 
l o c a t e d  on Decatur P lace ,  and t o  renova te  t h e  two 
museum b u i l d i n g s  on S  S t r e e t ,  N. W. 

2 .  The two b u i l d i n g s  p r e s e n t l y  used by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a r e  
opera ted  a s  a  non-conforming use  t o  t h e  u se  p rov i s ions  of t h e  
R-1-B Zone. 

3. The pe rmi t t ed  l o t  occupancy of t h e  R-1-B Zoning D i s t r i c t  
i s  40% o r  13,650 square  f e e t  of t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t .  The proposed 
t o t a l  a d d i t i o n  would c r e a t e  a  l o t  occupancy measurement of 14,902 
squa re  f e e t  which would be  1,252 square  f e e t  i n  excess  of t h e  l o t  
occupancy allowed i n  t h e  R-1-B D i s t r i c t .  

4. The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  p rov ide  n ine  ( 9 )  o f f - s t r e e t  
park ing  spaces  f o r  s t a f f  v i a  a  garage en t r ance  t o  t h e  proposed 
a d d i t i o n  on Decatur P lace ,  N. W .  

5.  The a p p l i c a n t  ope ra t e s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  museum f o r  p u b l i c  
viewings,  a p p r a i s a l  of t e x t i l e ,  workshops, and var ious  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
meetings . 
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6.  In  1959, t h e  appl icant  received 5,000 v i s i t i o r  a t  
t h e  museum, and i n  1973, t h a t  amount increased t o  25,000 v i s i t o r s .  

7. The appl icant  reques ts  r e l i e f  from t h i s  Board i n  
order  t o  provide adequate s to rage  of museum pieces  and a d d i t i o n a l  
space t o  accommodate v i s i t o r s  and museum funct ions .  

8. The proposed add i t ion  w i l l  include a  tower approxi- 
mately 50 f e e t  i n  he ight .  

9. The R-1-B Zoning D i s t r i c t  allows a  height  of 40 f e e t .  

10. Testimony of record by persons i n  opposi t ion t o  t h i s  
app l i ca t ion  i n d i c a t e s ,  and t h e  Board f inds  t h a t  t h e  proposed 
add i t ion  and renovation w i l l  be objec t ionable  because of e x i s t i n g  
t r a f f i c  problems i n  t h e  neighborhood, which w i l l  be increased by 
t h e  appl icant  ' s  enlargement of e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  

11. Decatur Place,  N .  W . ,  is  24 f e e t  i n  width and is  one 
way going e a s t  from Massachusetts Avenue, N .  W .  

1 2 .  Excepting four  spaces,  parking on t h e  2200 and 2300 
block of Decatur Place i s  reser,ved f o r  Diplomatic parking. 

13. The t r a f f i c  c i r c u l a t i o n  on t h e  sub jec t  por t ion  of 
Decatur Place i s  very poor. 

13a. -Opposit ion a t  Public Hearing t e s t i f i e d  and t h e  Board 
f inds  t h a t  during rush hours,  Deriods of t r a s h  
c o l l e c t i o n  and normal t r a f f i c  hours t h e  s t r e e t  i s  
congested. 

14. The Board f i n d s  t h a t  proposed add i t ions  and 
renovations would add t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a f f i c  problems on Decatur 
Place,  N. W . ,  'because of t h e  d e l i v e r i e s  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  museum 
v i a  Decatur Place and the  probable increase  of v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  
s i t e  a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  proposed expansion of f a c i l i t i e s .  

15. Sec t ion  7107.7 of t h e  Zoning Regulations p r o h i b i t s  
t h e  enlargement of any s t r u c t u r e  devoted t o  a  non-conforming use 
i f  such enlargement does not conform with t h e  heiqht  of bu i ld inqs ,  
percentage of l o t  occupancy and f l o o r  a rea  r a t i o  l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  the  

d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  use i s  loca ted .  
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

B a s e d  upon the  above F i n d i n g s  of Fact ,  the  B o a r d  is  of 
the  op in ion  t h a t  the  g r a n t i n g  of the  requested r e l i e f ,  w o u l d  
have a d e t r i m e n t a l  a f f ec t  on t he  neighborhood by reason of increased 
t r a f f i c  and congest ion and s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r  t h e  i n t e n t ,  
purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of the  zone p lan  as e m b o d i e d  i n  the  Z o n i n g  
R e g u l a t i o n s .  

ORDERED: T h a t  t h e  above app l ica t ion  be D E N I E D .  

VOTE : 5-0 

BY ORDER O F  THE D.  C .  BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

,@ES E .  M I L L E R  
Secretary t o  the  B o a r d  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER J W W 2 0 1s I -! 


