
B e f o r e  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Z o n i n g  A d j u s t m e n t ,  D .  C .  

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 1 1 5 9 0  o f  t h e  Embassy o f  A u s t r a l i a  p u r s u a n t  
t o  S e c t i o n s  8207 .2  and  8207 .11  o f  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  
a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n  e x i s t i n g  
C h a n c e r y  a s  p r o v i d e d  by  S e c t i o n  4101 ,42  o f  t h e  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
a p p r o v a l  o f  an  a d d i t i o n  t o  e x i s t i n g  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e s  as  p r o -  
v i d e d  b y  S e c t i o n  4306 o f  t h e  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  a  v a r i a n c e  f r o m  
S e c t i o n  1 2 0 2  t o  p e r m i t  a  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  e x c e e d s  o n e -  
t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o t a l  r o o f  a r e a  f o r  t h e  p r e m i s e s  l o c a t e d  a t  
1601  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Avenue,  N .  W.,  L o t  160,  158 ,  1 1  a n d  p a r t  
o f  10,  a n d  1 2  i n  S q u a r e  1 8 1 .  

HEARING DATE: F e b r u a r y  13,  1974  

EXECUTIVE HEARING: F e b r u a r y  21 , 1 9 7 4  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  " S P "  z o n e ,  

2 .  The p r e s e n t  C h a n c e r y  u s e  was a p p r o v e d  by  t h i s  
B o a r d  i n  O r d e r  No. 8 3 4 0  and 8665,  d a t e d  Sep tember  1 9 6 5  
a n d  A p r i l  I 9 6 6  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

3 .  A C h a n c e r y  i s  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  ' 5 P "  D i s t r i c t  b y  
t h e  C h a n c e r y  A c t  of 1964,  73 S t a t u t e  1 0 9 1 ,  O c t o b e r  13, 1 9 6 4 .  

4 .  The p r e s e n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  
a r e  a  s e v e n - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ,  ( a b o v e  g r o u n d )  w i t h  r o o f - t o p  
p l a n t  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  p e n t h o u s e  w h i c h  i s  o c c u p i e d  e n t i r e l y  by 
a  c h a n c e r y  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Embassy. 

5. The A u s t r a l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  t h e  owner  o f  L o t s  1 5 8  
and p a r t  o f  L o t  1 0  w h i c h  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  
The p r e s e n t  i m p r o v e m e n t  on  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i s  a  f o u r  s t o r y  
t o w n h o u s e  once  u s e d  a s  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  

6 .  The A u s t r a l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  t h e  c o n t r a c t  p u r c h a s e r  
f o r  l o t s  11  and  p a r t  o f  1 2 .  The p r e s e n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  on t h i s  
p r o p e r t y  a r e  a  two  f o u r - s t o r y  t o w n h o u s e s  c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  b y  
t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  a s  c h u r c h  o f f i c e s .  

7 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  demo1 i s h  a l l  e x i s t i n g  
s t r u c t u r e s  l o c a t e d  on l o t s  1 5 8 ,  p a r t  o f  1 0 ,  11  a n d  p a r t  o f  1 2  
and  c o n s t r u c t  an a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  C h a n c e r y  o f f i c e s  
s i t u a t e d  o n  L o t  1 6 0 .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a d d i t i o n  
i s  t o  p r o v i d e  r e q u i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  o f f i c e  s p a c e  a n d  a u x i l i a r y  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  C h a n c e r y  o f  A u s t r a l  i a .  
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8 .  Ninety ( 9 0 )  pa rk ing  spaces  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  
proposed a d d i t i o n  and e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  combined. Ninety-  
t h r e e  spaces  w i l l  be provided by t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  

9 .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  des ign  a n d  t h e  ar rangement  of 
a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  and o f f - s t r e e t  pa rk ing  s p a c e s  a r e  in  keeping 
w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  neighborhood.  

10 .  Because of  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s i g n  and t h e  s i z e  
of t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  when t h e  proposed a d d i t i o n  i s  comple ted ,  
t h e  a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t  a  v a r i a n c e  t o  a l l o w  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a  
roof s t r u c t u r e  exceeding o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  roof a r e a  of t h e  
proposed b u i l d i n g .  

11.  No o p p o s i t i o n  was r e g i s t e r e d  a t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW:  

Based upon t h e  above F i n d i n g s ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  
t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has complied wi th  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of t h e  Chancery 
Act.  The "SP" d i s t r i c t  a l l o w s  Chancery usage  and a p p l i c a n t  
s h a l l  p rov ide  more than t h e  r e q u i r e d  amount of p a r k i n g .  The 
Board a l s o  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has demonst ra ted  a  
p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  which i s  a  b a s i s  f o r  g r a n t i n g  t h e  r e -  
ques ted  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  o n e - t h i  rd roof a r e a  r e q u i r e m e n t .  
The g r a n t i n g  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  and v a r i a n c e  
w i l l  n o t  have an a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  upon t h e  neighborhood,  o r  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impa i r  t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose of t h e  Zoning 
Maps and P lan .  

O R D E R E D :  

That  t h e  above appl i c a t i o n  be G R A N T E D .  

VOTE:  3 - 0  (Mr. Harps and Mr. S c r i v e n e r  n o t  v o t i n g ,  d i d  no t  
hear  t h e  c a s e . )  
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B Y  ORDER O F  T H E  B O A R D  O F  Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

A T T E S T E D  B Y :  < ~ L Z ~  ~c, 2% d-- 
J A M W  E .  M I L L E R ,  
~ e c v e t a r y  t o  t h e  B o a r d  

T H A T  T H E  ORDER O F  T H E  B O A R D  I S  V A L I D  F O R  A  P E R I O D  O F  
S I X  M O N T H S  O N L Y  U N L E S S  A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A  B U I L D I N G  A N D / O R  
O C C U P A N C Y  P E R M I T  I S  F I L E D  W I T H  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  
D E V E L O P M E N T  W I T H I N  A  P E R I O D  O F  S I X  M O N T H S  A F T E R  T H E  
E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  O F  T H I S  ORDER.  

F I N A L  D A T E  O F  O R D E R :  MAR 2 6 1974 


