
Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

Application No. 11623 of the Cul tura l  Workshop and Gallery, 
pursuant t o  Section 8207.11 of the Zoning Regulations fo r  a  
variance from the use provisions of the R-2 Zone t o  permit an 
administrat ive o f f i c e  and Gallery fo r  non-profit organization 
as  provided by Section 8207.11 of the regulat ions a t  605 56th 
S t r ee t ,  N. E. ,  Lots 20, Square 5216. 

HEARING DATE: Apr i l  17, 1974 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Apri l  23, & June 6, 1974 

VOTE : 

4-1 (L i l l a  B u r t  Cumrnings dissent ing)  

ORDERED: 

The the subject  appl ica t ion be GRANTED fo r  the period of 
three  years a s  a  temporary community segvice center  under 
Section 3104.46 of the Zoning Regulations. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The Board f inds  t h a t  the applicant  i s  a  non-profit 
organization incorporated under the laws of the D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia. 

2 .  The Board f inds  t ha t  the applicant  receives funding 
for  i t s  programs from the Hat t i e  M. Strong Foundation, Eugene 
Mark Foundation and the D. C. Commission on the A r t s .  

3 .  The Board f i nds  t h a t  the applicant  i s  organized and 
operates fo r  the purpose of promoting soc i a l  welfare i n  the 
Northeast sect ion of the c i t y .  

a .  The applicant  conducts workshops a t  Woodson 
Senior High School i n  the performing A r t s ,  
Commercial A r t  and the Fine A r t s .  

4. The Board f inds  t h a t  the property subject  t o  t h i s  
appl ica t ion is  used by the applicant  as  administrat ive o f f i c e s  
and a  ga l l e ry  f o r  the workshops. 

5. The Board f inds  t h a t  applicant  maintains a  s t a f f  of 
three  people and t h a t  the ga l l e ry  and o f f i c e  i s  open seven days 
per week, ten  hours per day. 
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6. The Board finds tha t  the gal lery is used for seminars, 
exhibitions and r e c i t a l s .  

7.  The Board finds tha t  a r t i c l e s  exhibited in  the appl icant ' s  
gal lery may be purchased. 

8. The Board finds tha t  the applicant does not operate 
i t s  gal lery as a  business for trade and p ro f i t .  

a .  The appl icant ' s  Art ic les  of Incorporation 
a t  Section 6 (c) s t a t e  tha t  the Corporation 
s h a l l  never be operated for the primary 
purpose of carrying on a  trade or business 
for  p ro f i t .  

9. The Board finds tha t  the applicant serves the 
Northeast community by providing cul tura l  programs for i t s  
population. 

10. No testimonial or documentary evidence of record 
indicates opposition t o  the subject application. 

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW: 

Based on the above Findings, the Board is  of the opinion 
tha t  the appl icant ' s  factual  presentation before t h i s  Board 
conforms to the def ini t ion of use of a  community service center 
as opposed t o  a  s t r i c t  o f f ice  use as applied for  by the applicant 
as a  use variance. 

The Board concludes, tha t  because of the f ac t s  before them 
i n  t h i s  case, tha t  the applicant does not require a  variance 
but comes within the purview of the regulations as a  special  
exception use. Based upon the fac ts  of t h i s  case the Board 
in te rpre ts  t h i s  application as a  request t o  operate a  temporary 
community service center and concludes that  the applicant has 
s a t i s f i e d  the conditions of Section 3104.46 of the regulations 
and tha t  the granting of t h i s  application is  in  harmony with the 
general in ten t  and purpose of the Zoning Regulations and Maps 
and w i l l  not adversely a f fec t  the zoning map and plans. 
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BY ORDER OF THE D. C.  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

3 
ATTESTED By:  / / 5 L L L & , . 7  -( " < . /'. L i < >  

- / y  JAMES E .  MILLER 
" S e c r e t a r y  t o  the B o a r d  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


