
B e f o r e  t h e  Board of Zoning A d j u s t m e n t ,  D .  C .  

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 1 1 6 4 7 ,  o f  S p r i n g  K n o l l s  C o o p e r a t i v e  N u r s e r y  
S c h o o l ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  8 2 0 7 . 2  o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  
f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  t o  o p e r a t e  a n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  
R-1-B zone  a s  p r o v i d e d  by S e c t i o n  3101.41 of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a t  7720 Alaska  Avenues N .  W . ,  Lots  33 and 8 0 1 ,  S q u a r e  2958.  

HEARING D A T E :  May 1 5 ,  1974 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: J u n e  6 ,  1974 

FINDINGS OF F A C T :  

1 .  The a p p l i a a n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  o p e r a t e  a c o o p e r a t i v e  
n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  N o r t h m i n i s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church f o r  
3 5  s t u d e n t s ,  a g e s  3 - 4 ,  from 9 : 1 5  a .m.  t o  1 1  : 4 5  a . m . ,  Monday 
t h r o u g h  F r i d a y .  

2 .  The s c h o o l  i s  p r e s e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  and has  a s t u d e n t  
body of  3 0  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  two t e a c h e r s  and s i x  p a r e n t  a i d s .  

3 .  The a p p l i c a n t  i s  a n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o p a t i o n  r e g i s t e r e d  
i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia ,  

4. The a p p l i c a n t  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  a r t i c l e s  of  commerce f o r  
s a l e .  

5 .  All  s t u d e n t s  who a t t e n d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s c h o o l  w i l l  come 
from a r a d i u s  of 1 . 9  m i l e s  f rom t h e  N o r t h m i n i s t e r  Church ,  and 
more t h a n  h a l f  of t h e  s t u d e n t  body r e s i d e s  w i t h i n  a 1 2  b l o c k  
r a d i u s  f rom t h e  s c h o o l .  

6 .  The a p p l i c a n t ' s  p r o p o s e d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  
r e q u i r e d  1 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  of p l a y  a r e a  f o r  e a c h  c h i l d .  

a .  The p r o p o s e d  s i t e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  2 , 1 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  
o f  o u t  d o o r  p l a y  s p a c e ,  and 1 , 4 2 4  s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  
i n d o o r  p l a y  s p a c e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  same l o t .  

b .  A p p l i c a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  no more t h a n  1 5  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  
p l a y  o u t s i d e  a t  one t i m e .  

c .  None o f  t h e  o u t d o o r  p l a y  s p a c e  c a n  be s e e n  f r o m ,  or 

7 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p r o v i d e s  more t h a n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  number 

i s  w i t h i n  7 0  f e e t  o f  a b u t t i n g  p r o p e r t y .  

of p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  which  i s  two ( 2 )  f o r  e v e r y  t h r e e  ( 3 )  t e a c h e r s  
and s t a f f  members.  

a .  The c h i l d r e n  w i l l  a r i v e  a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s i t e  v i a  
c o n t r o l l e d  c a r - p o o l s .  
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8 .  The a p p l i c a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  v a c a n c i e s  appea r  i n  
t h e  s t u d e n t  body, p r e f e r e n c e  w i l l  be g iven  t o  c h i l d r e n  and 
f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  a 1 0  b lock  r a d i u s  of t h e  proposed s i t e .  

9 . ,  The Board has  d e f i n e d  t h e  term "ne ighborhood"  a s  
an a r e a  w i t h i n  1 0  b locks  of a s p e c i f i c  u s e .  

1 0 .  The school  has  been i n  o p e r a t i o n  a t  a church 2% 
blocks  away from t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  

a .  Mrs. J e f f e r s o n ,  a member of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  s t a t e d  
t h a t  n o  n o i s e  c o m p l a i n t s  were made by t h e  ne ighbor -  
hood i n  which she  l i v e s  where t h e  schoo l  has o p e r a t e d  
i n  t h e  p a s t .  

1 1 .  Oppos i t ion  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
r e a s o n s  of i n c r e a s e  i n  n o i s e  a n d  t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  neighborhood 
and t h a t  because t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  s t u d e n t  body i s  composed o f  
c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  i n  Maryland a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  neighborhood of t h e  
N o r t h m i n i s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, t h a t  t h e  proposed use  i s  n o t  
a neighborhood f a c i l i t y .  

1 2 .  The o p p o s i t i o n  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  
use  would i n c r e a s e  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  use  o f  t h e  N o r t h m i n i s t e r  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church which a l r e a d y  o p e r a t e s  church  programs 
dur ing  t h e  week t h e r e b y  c r e a t i n g  a n  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n .  

1 3 .  The o p p o s i t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  oppose any s p e c i a l  
e x c e p t i o n  i n  t h e i r  neighborhood because  such uses  t end  t o  be 
compounded a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  once e s t a b l i s h e d .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  L A W :  

Based u p o n  t h e  above F ind ings  o f  F a c t ,  t h e  Board  i s  o f  
t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  proposed  p r i v a t e  school  u se  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  
t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  by r e a s o n s  of t r a f f i c  o r  n o i s e  because 
t h e  a p p l i c a n t  compl i e s  w i t h  t h e  p a r k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of i t s  
proposed use  a n d  t e s t i m o n y  of r e c o r d  shows t h a t  t h e  school  
o p e r a t e d  w i t h o u t  c o m p l a i n t s  o f  n o i s e  a t  i t s  p r i o r  l o c a t i o n .  The 
Board conc ludes  t h a t  because a s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  r e s i d e  w i t h i n  twe lve  ( 1 2 )  b locks  of t h e  proposed s i t e ,  
a n d  because p r i o r i t y  w i l l  be g iven  t o  p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w i t h i n  
t e n  ( 1 0 )  b locks  o f  N o r t h m i n i s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church when 
v a c a n c i e s  i n  t h e  school  o c c u r ,  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  s p e c i a l  excep-  
t i o n  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  and c o n v e n i e n t  t o  t h e  neighborhood i n  
which i t  i s  l o c a t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  i f  g r a n t e d  
w i l l  be i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose  a n d  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  
Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  Maps and w i l l  n o t  t end  t o  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  
t h e  use  of ne ighbor ing  p r o p e r t y .  
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O R D E R E D : ,  T h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  be G R A N T E D  F O R  THE 
PERIOD O F  O N E  ( 1 )  Y E A R  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
must r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  Board f o r  r ev iew a n d  a p p r o v a l  
of  t h i s  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  u s e  a s  p r o v i d e d  by S e c t i o n  
31 01 . 4 1  of  t h e  Zon ing  R e g u l a t i o n s .  

V O T E :  4 -1  ( L i l l a  Burt C u m m i n g s ,  Esq. d i s s e n t i n g ,  Mr. 
Harps  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  v o t e d  on 6 / 1 3 / 7 4 ) ,  

B Y  O R D E R  O F  THE D .  C .  B O A R D  O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By: 

S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  Board  

FINAL D A T E  O F  O R D E R :  

THAT THE O R D E R  OF THE B O A R D  I S  VALID F O R  A PERIOD O F  SIX 
MONTHS O N L Y  UNLESS APPLICATION F O R  A BUILDING A N D / O R  O C C U P A N C Y  
PERMIT I S  FILED WITH THE D E P A R T M E N T  O F  ECONOMIC D E V E L O P M E N T  
WITHIN A PERIOD O F  SIX MONTHS A F T E R  THE EFFECTIVE D A T E  OF THIS 
O R D E R .  


