
, 
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment,D, C. 

Application N o .  11805, of t h e  Discalced C a r m e l i t e  Fa thers ,  
Inc. ,  pursuant t o  Sect ion 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulations 
f o r  a spec ia l  exception t o  permit a change of non-conforming 
use from an apartment house t o  a rooming and boarding house 
for nineteen (19) men, i n  t h e  R-3 zone, as provided by Sec- 
t i o n s  7104.2 and 7109 of t h e  Zoning Regulations, a t  150 
Rhode I s l and  Avenue, N . E . ,  known a s  Lot 801, Square 3539. 

HEARING DATE: November 26,  1974 
DECISION DATE: January 21, 1975 

FINDINGS O F  FACT: 

1. The subject property is  loca ted  atop a h i l l ,  was 
constructed o r i g i n a l l y  a s  a s t r u c t u r e  f o r  r e l ig ious  purposes 
and contains  19 rooms and 4 ba ths .  

2 .  The proposed u s e  is t h a t  of S.O.M.E., a non-profit 
o rganiza t ion  conducting business  i n  t h e  na t ive  of r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  
male a lcohol ics  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Zolumbia. The s p e c i f i c  
use of t h e  subjec t  proper ty  is proposed t o  be t h a t  of reha- 
b i t a t i o n ,  a f t e r  t h e  de tox i f i ca t ion  process has terminated, t o  
prepare men t o  r e tu rn  t o  t h e  community and funct ion a s  average 
c i t i z e n s .  The intended use of SOME is f o r  t h e  last  s t age  of 
a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program. 

3. The men who would r e s ide  a t  t h e  subject property would 
be employed and be requi red  t o  pay $15.00 per  week r en t .  

4. M r .  Benjamin Chavez, a person cu r ren t ly  pa r t  of t h e  
SOME a lcohol ic  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program t e s t i f y  under oath,  
t h a t  a l l  l i k e  persons i n  t h e  program m u s t  work, and one sub- 
j e c t  t o  ru l e s  of conduct while i n  t h e  program. He f u r t h e r ,  
t e s t i f i e d ,  t h a t  an a lcohol ic  i s  not genera l ly  a t h e i f  o r  
mugger. 

5. Opposition was r eg i s t e red  a t  publ ic  hear ing by 
numerous organizat ions and p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  substance of 
which, ind ica ted  a f e a r  of poss ib l e  c r imina l  conduct i n  t h e i r  
neighborhood by persons who would use t h e  subjec t  property.  
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6. The Board f inds ,  t h a t  t h e  neighborhood i n  question 
cons is t s  of single family residence and a t  l e a s t  s i x  l iquor  
stores within a s i x  block radius of the proposed use. 

7.  Evidence of record ind ica t e  t h a t  t h e  appl icant  has 
authorized c e r t a i n  r epa i r s  and renovation of t h e  subjec t  
property intended t o  bene f i t  t h e  proposed use without a 
proper bui ld ing  permit.  

CONCLUSIONS O F  L A W  AND O P I N I O N :  

Based upon t h e  above f ind ings ,  and t h e  record,  t h e  Board 
is of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  proposed u s e  should not be GRANTED. 
While t h e  proposed change of use is  one t h a t  i s  permitted 
under Sect ion 7104.2 of t h e  regula t ions ,  t h e  Board is of t h e  
opinion t h a t  such change i n  use would not  be i n  harmony w i t h  
t h e  purposes of t he  R-3 zone. The Board concludes, as a 
matter of Law, t h a t  t h i s  app l i ca t ion  has not m e t  t h e  require-  
ments of Sect ions 8207.2 and 7109.11 (A) ( 2 )  and (b) of t he  
r egu la t ions .  

ORDERED : 

THAT THE ABOVE APPLICATION BE AND IS HEREBY, DENIED. 

BY ORDER OF THF: D. C.  BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: +t5.% 
JAMES E. MILLER 
Secre ta ry  t o  t h e  Board 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER 


