
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment,  D. C .  

Appeal N o .  11817, of John Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y ,  pursuant  
t o  S e c t i o n s  8102 and 8206 of the Zoning Regula t ions ,  
from the Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  wi thhold ing  of  a 
C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy f o r  the use  of the premises 
1904 and 1900 T S t r ee t ,  N.  W . ,  known as l o t s  37 and 38, 
Square 109, by the Community of t h e  Whole Person as a 
Church. 

HEARING DATE: February 19 ,  1975 

DECIS I O N  DATE : February 25, 1975 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  r e fused  t o  i s s u e  a 
C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy t o  t h e  "Community of the Whole 
Person" on May 2 2 ,  1975, de te rmining  tha t  t h e  Community 
of the Whole P e r s o n ' s  proposed u s e  is no t  t ha t  of a 
church. 

2 .  A church u s e  is  pe rmi t t ed  as a matter of r i g h t  
i n  any zone d i s t r i c t  of t he  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. 

3 .  A church is no t  de f ined  by the Zoning Regula- 
t i o n s  of the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and is r e f e r r e d  t o  
on ly  as a place of worship.  

4 .  Webster's unabriged d i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n e s  a church 
as a p l a c e  of worship.  

5 .  The Board f i n d s  t ha t  a p p l i c a n t  made an a t tempt  
t o  f i l e  an appeal du r ing  t h e  month of J u l y ,  1974 and 
a c t u a l l y  f i l e d  the appea l  on October 23, 1974. 

6. The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d ,  t h a t  m e m b e r s  of t h e  
Community of the Whole Person ascribe t o  the ,  "convic t ion  
t h a t  man's  search f o r  meaning is best answered i n  i n t e r -  
pe r sona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and hereby inco rpora t e s  i t s e l f  t o  
p rov ide  an oppor tun i ty  f o r  persons  t o  intergrate  body and 
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mind and ground themselves i n  r e a l i t y . "  (TR 3 7 )  

7 .  Dr. Ron Aaron, a p r o f e s s i o n a l  psychologis t  
engaging i n  pschotheraphy p r i v a t e l y ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he 
is a p a s t o r a l  counselor  of t h e  Community of t h e  Whole 
Person. He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  ''we are a dedica ted  group 
of people  sea rch ing  f o r  our sp i r i t s " ,  and t h a t  t h i s  
"search" is accomplished by medi ta t ion ,  d i r e c t  p h y s i c a l  
con tac t  w i t h  t h e  body (b ioene rge t i c  exercises) and t h e  
g o a l  is t o  " r e l e a s e  t h e  muscular t e n s i o n s  which 
deaden our body.'' (TR 45)  

8. D r .  Aaron s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  enable  
the i n d i v i d u a l  t o  b r i n g  p rev ious ly  repressed  f e e l i n g s  
and s e n s a t i o n s  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e i r  consciousness f o r  
expression.  

9. Techniques t o  r e g a i n  con tac t  wi th  t h e i r  s p i r i t ,  
prevent  entrapment of t h e i r  ego. 

10. The o rgan iza t ion  proposing a church use i n  t h i s  
a p p l i c a t i o n  was denied a use  var iance  t o  permit a pcho- 
p h y s i c a l  s y n t h e s i s  t rea tment  c e n t e r  a t  5510 16th  S t r e e t ,  
Northwest, i n  Order N o .  11148, da ted  November 1, 1972. The 
use  a s  descr ibed  i n  a p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  11148, c o n s i s t e d  of 
t h e r a p e u t i c  massage, bio-feedback, and decondi t ioning.  
This being t r e a t e d  a s  proposed and a s  i t  a c t u a l l y  opera ted ,  
provided p r i v a t e  p s y c h i a t r i c  and psycho-therapeut ic  t r e a t -  
men t  t o  groups of e i g h t  (8)  t o  t e n  (10) p a t i e n t s .  

11. D r .  Aaron t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  community t r a i n s  
p a s t o r a l  counse lors ,  who counsel  m e m b e r s  o r  anyone a t  
t h e  i r  opt  ion.  

1 2 .  D r .  Aaron a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  50% of t h e  
Communities f i n a n c i a l  resources  a re  obtained by charging 
f e e s  f o r  " p a s t o r a l "  counsel igg t o  ind iv idua l s  , f o r  which 
he r ece ives  $12.00 compensation per  s e s s i o n ,  and groups f o r  
whicn he is paid $20.00 per se s s ion .  (TR. 74-75) 
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1 3 .  The Board f inds  t h a t  the  appl icant ,  Community 
of t he  Whole Person, makes u s e  of a concept ca l led  de- 
conditioning t o  d isso lve  fears  of people. (p. 71) 

14. I n  addi t ion .  the o ther  a c t i v i t y  of the proposed 
use,  a re  s o f t  touching (massages) hard touching ( s l aps )  
which produce screams and ut terances as a r e s u l t  of psychic 
and physical  pain.  

15. D r .  Aaron asser ted  t h a t  psychology is merging 
with r e l ig ion  because they have s imi la r  goals .  

16 .  D r .  Aaron t e s t i f i e d  tha t  windows of rooms used 
fo r  counseling a t  the  subject  property,  a r e  boarded up t o  
cushion noise which is created when members of the  
Community y e l l  and scream i n  order t o  re lease  psychic and 
physical  pain.  

O P I N I O N :  

I n  deciding the  i ssue  of t h i s  case,  as  whether or 
not the  proposed use  is a church within the  meaning of 
the  Zoning Regulations, it is  necessary t o  de te rmine  from 
the  f a c t s  i f  those a c t i v i t i e s  proposed a re  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
a church, pursuant t o  a manner of worship. Based upon 
the  f ac t  t h a t  the  Community of the  Whole Person pursues 
a c t i v i t i e s  designed t o  reach the  s e l f ,  t o  f r e e  f e a r s ,  and 
the  s p i r i t ,  as represented by the  appl icant  by means of 
massage techniaues ( s o f t  touching and hard touching) ,  
meditation, deconditioning with individual  and group 
meetings t o  f r e e  the  i n n e r  s e l f ,  the  Board is of the  
opinion t h a t  these a c t i v i t i e s  a re  of such a na ture ,  t ha t  
the  proposed use is  a type of psychological treatment 
center ra ther  than a church use. Because the  object ives  
of the appl-icant a r e  d i rec ted  mainly t o  each individual  
as  opposed t o  a de i ty ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  the  a c t i v i t i e s  
involved a r e  i n  the  nature of treatment r a the r  than 
worship. 

--- CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The Board concludes t h a t  the Zoning Adminis t ra tor ' s  
determination not t o  i s s u e  a C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy f o r  
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t h e  proposed u s e  w a s  a p r o p e r  a c t i o n .  Based upon t h e  
r e c o r d ,  the Board concludes  t h a t  t h e  Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  Zoning Regu la t ions  i n  a s t r ic t  manner 
which is t h e  C a r d i n a l  Rule  of  Zoning Law and h i s  f u n c t i o n .  
The app l i - can t  w h i l e  c a l l i n g  i t s e l f  a church ,  uses  a body 
of  knowledge known t o  psychology as the b a s i s  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  
worsh ip .  The r i t u a l s  of t h e  use  i n  cruestion appear  t o  be 
s o l e l y  based on a d a p t a t i o n s  of  c l i n i c a l  p s c h o l o g i c a l  
t e c h n i a u e s  which t h e  Board concludes  has  no nexus w i t h  
t h e  worsh ip  of a d e i t y ,  i n  as much as t h e  proposed use 
i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  f r e e i n g  the i n n e r  s p i r i t  and f e a r s  of a 
ve ry  p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e .  The Board concludes  t h a t  t h e  u s e  
i n  a u e s t i o n  is no t  a church  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of  t h e  
Zoning  R e g u l a t i o n s .  

VOTE : 4-1 ( M r .  Klauber  d i s s e n t i n g )  

- ORDERED -- : It is hereby  o rde red  t h a t  t h e  a p p e a l  be DENIED.  
and t h e  Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  ' s D e c j - s  i o n  is 
uphe I d .  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

STEVEN E. SHER 
A c t i n g  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  Board 

FINAL DATE O F  ORDER: F E B  1 9  9976 


