
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

Applicat ion N o .  11963 of t h e  George Washington Universi ty ,  
pursua.nt t o  Sect ion 8207.2  of t h e  Zoning Regula.tions, f o r  
a. specia1 exception a.s provided by Sect ion 3101.46 of 
t h e  r egu la t ions  t o  permit interna.tiona1 s tudents  ' lounge 
a.nd meeting rooms a.nd Universi ty  o f f i c e s  a.s p a r t  of t h e  
Ca.mpus Plan, i n  t h e  R-5-C Zone, a t  t h e  premises 2129 G Street  
N .  W . ,  known a.s Lot 857, Squa.re 79. 

HEARING DATE: August 20 ,  1975 
DECISION DATE: September 5 ,  1975 

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1. Applicant proposes t o  use  t h e  four  (4)  f l o o r s  
and basement of t h e  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  t o  provide u n i v e r s i t y  
o f f i c e s  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tuden t s '  lounge and meeting 
rooms. The app l i ca t ion  was amended a t  t h e  P u b l i c  Hearing 
with leave of t h e  Board, t o  include t h e  u s e  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s tuden t s .  

2 .  The C e r t i f i c a . t e  of 0ccupa.ncy f o r  t h e  sub jec t  
premises issued Ju ly  11, 1957 permitted use of a11 t h e  f l o o r s  
f o r  s o r o r i t y  c l u b  a.partments. 

3.  The Universi ty  no longer has  s o r o r i t i e s  on 
campus and i s  c u r r e n t l y  using t h e  basement and f i r s t  (1st) 
f l o o r  of t h e  property f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s '  
lounge and meeting rooms, a. u s e  c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  
c u r r e n t  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy. 

4 .  The premises a r e  completely surrounded by 
Universi ty  property and pursuamt t o  the Campus Plan t h e  
proposed u s e  i s  an in ter im use .  A t  some f u t u r e  d a t e  an 
undesignated academic bu i ld ing  w i l l  occupy t h e  s i te .  

5. The w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of t h e  Depa.rtment of Highwa.ys 
a,nd T r a f f i c  dated May 14, 1975 o f fe red  no object ion t o  t h e  
app l i ca t ion .  

6 ,  The Na.tiona1 Ca.pita1 Planning Commission i n  a 
le t ter  d a t e  June 13 ,  1975 reported t h e  Commission's 
recommendation of t h e  app l i ca t ion  with t h e  following b a s i s ;  
a )  t h e  u s e  i s  no t  objec t ionable  because of no i se ,  t r a f f i c ,  
number of s tuden t s  o r  o the r  objec t ionable  condi t ions.  
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b) such u s e  conforms t o  t h e  Comprehensive Plan f o r  t h e  
Na.t iona.1 Ca.pita.1. 

7 .  The w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of t h e  Municipal Planning 
Of f i ce  dated August 15,  1975 and subsequent testimony a t  
pub l i c  hearing recommended approva 1 of t h e  app l i ca t ion  on 
t h e  following b a s i s :  a )  t h e  proposed u s e  is located wi th in  
t h e  Campus P l a n  boundaries a s  previously approved by t h e  
Board and is  not  incons i s t en t  with s a i d  Plan. b) t h e  
bu i ld ing  i s  located i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of o the r  o f f i c e  u s e s  
so t h e r e  w i l l  be no adverse a f f e c t  on t h e  neighborhood 
from noise ,  t r a f f i c ,  o r  o the r  objec t ionable  condi t ions .  
Pursuant t o  t h e  Campus Plan t h e  area of t h e  proposed u s e  
is scheduled f o r  more s u b s t a n t i a l  bu i ld ing  i n  f u t u r e  
development and t h e  u s e  will be wi th in  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  
l e v e l  of a c t i v i t y .  

8.  A m e m b e r  of t h e  Executive Board t o  t h e  Interna-  
tiona1 Students  Socie ty  appeared a t  publ ic  hearing t o  
support  t h e  need of t h e  internationa1 s tuden t s  f o r  t h e  
proposed lounge a.nd meeting room. 

9. There w a s  a l e t t e r  and testimony a . t  publ ic  hearing 
from a c i t i z e n  objec t ing  t o  t h e  app l i ca t ion  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  Univers i ty  i s  c u r r e n t l y  using i t s  bu i ld ings  f o r  
p r i v a t e  commercial o f f i c e  space and by e l iminat ing  t h e  
a l l eged  i l l e g a l  u s e s  no expansion would be necessary.  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based upon t h e  above f indings  of f a c t  and t h e  evidence 
of record t h e  Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  proposed u s e  is  not  so  
located t h a t  it i s  l i k e l y  t o  become objec t ionable  t o  
neighboring property b e c a u s e  of no i se ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of 
s tuden t s  o r  o t h e r  objec t ionable  condi t ions.  The bu i ld ing  
i s  located wi th in  t h e  approved campus boundaries and among 
o t h e r  o f f i c e  u s e s .  The i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  proposed u s e  does 
n o t  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  Campus P l a n  a s  previously approved by 
t h e  Board. Pursuant t o  Sect ion  8 2 0 7 . 2  of t h e  Zoning 
Regulations t h e  Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  proposed use is  i n  
harmony with t h e  genera l  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  
Zoning Regulations and w i l l  no t  tend t o  adversely a f f e c t  
t h e  u s e  of neighboring property.  
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ORDERED : 

It is hereby o rde r ed  t ha . t  t h e  a p p l i c a . t i o n  be GRANTED, 

VOTE : 

4-0 ( M r .  S c r i v e n e r  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  n o t  v o t i n g . )  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Secre ta . ry  t o  the  Boa.rd 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD 
OF SIX MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR 
OCCUPANCY PEIiMIT IS  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 


