
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D .  C .  

Appl icat ion No. 12088, of F a i t h  Bap t i s t  Church, pursuant 
t o  Sub-section 8207.11 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions,  f o r  a 
variance from t h e  parking requirements (Sub-section 7 2 0 2 . 1 )  
f o r  t h r e e  ( 3 )  o f f - s t r e e t  parking spaces f o r  a day c a r e  
nursery with t h r e e  ( 3 )  t eache r s  and t h r e e  ( 3 )  a ides  i n  t h e  
R-4 D i s t r i c t ,  a t  t h e  premises 901 South Carol ina Avenue, 
S .  E .  , (Square 946, Lot 8 1 ) .  

HEARING DATE : 

D E C I S I O N  DATE : 

March 17, 1976 

March 23, 1976 

F I N D I N G S  O F  FACT: 

1. The proper ty  is  loca ted  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The proper ty  is improved wi th  t h e  F a i t h  Bap t i s t  
Church, a s t r u c t u r e  which was b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  enactment of 
t h e  Zoning Regulations f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and 
which occupies 100 per  cent  of t h e  l o t .  

3 .  The Cap i to l  H i l l  Montessori school  proposes t o  
u s e  p a r t  of t h e  church t o  se rve  as  space f o r  77 c h i l d r e n ,  
t h r e e  t eache r s ,  t h r e e  a ides  and one adminis t ra tor  f o r  pre-school 
age group. 

4. The Zoning Regulations permit such a school a s  a 
mat ter-of-r ight  i n  R-4 D i s t r i c t s  , provided t h e r e  is no goods, 
c h a t t e l ,  wares o r  merchandise o f f e red  f o r  s a l e  and t h a t  t h e r e  
is  a minimum of 100 square f e e t  of p l ay  a rea  per  c h i l d .  

5 .  There w i l l  be no goods, c h a t t e l ,  wares o r  merchan- 
d i s e  o f f e red  f o r  s a l e .  

6.  I n  o the r  a reas  of t h e  church, t h e r e  i s  approximately 
7,800 square f e e t  of p l ay  a rea  a v a i l a b l e ,  enough t o  se rve  
f o r  77 ch i ld ren .  

7.  The Zoning Regulations r equ i r e  t h a t  four  (4)  parking 
spaces be provided f o r  a t o t a l  of 7 t eache r s  and o ther  
employees. The a p p l i c a t i o n  form requested a var iance with no 
s p e c i f i c  number. The n o t i c e  f o r  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing  s t a t e d  
t h r e e  parking spaces .  The app l i can t  c lear ly  requested a variance 
of fou r  (4)  spaces a t  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing.  
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8. The Munic ipa l  P l ann ing  O f f i c e ,  by report  da ted  March 
1 2 ,  1976,  r e c o m m e n d e d  approval of t he  appl ica t ion .  

9, T h e  C a p i t o l  H i l l  R e s t o r a t i o n  Soc ie ty  r e c o m m e n d e d  
approval of the  appl ica t ion .  

10 .  There w a s  no oppos i t ion  t o  the  app l i ca t ion .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

The B o a r d  concludes t h a t  t he  requested va r i ance  is 
an area va r i ance ,  t he  g r a n t i n g  of w h i c h  r equ i r e  the  s h o w i n g  
of a p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  The B o a r d  concludes t h a t  t he  t o t a l  
occupancy of t h e  l o t  by the  s t r u c t u r e  provides  such a prac- 
t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  The B o a r d  concludes t h a t  t he  g r a n t i n g  of t he  
v a r i a n c e  w o u l d  no t  have any adve r se  impact on t h e  area.  I t  
is therefore ordered t h a t  t h e  appl ica t ion  be GRANTED. 

VOTE : 4-0 ( L e o n a r d  L. M c C a n t s ,  W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh, L i l l a  
B u r t  C u m m i n g s ,  E s q . ,  and W i l l i a m  S .  H a r p s  t o  g r a n t ,  
R u b y  B.  M c Z i e r  no t  present ,  n o t  v o t i n g ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D .  C .  BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED B y :  
STEVEN E.SHER 

A c t i n g  Secre ta ry  t o  t h e  B o a r d  

F I N A L  DATE O F  ORDER: 197 
T H I S  ORDER SHALL B E  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS 

ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  W I T H  THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  TEJE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  
ORDER. 


