
BEFORE THE BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT, D .  C .  

Appeal No. 12139 of t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  
1700 Block of N S t r ee t ,  and V i c i n i t y ,  pursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  8102 
and 8206 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  from t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  
Zoning Adminis t ra tor  t h a t  t h e  proposed YMCA i s  a p r i v a t e  c l u b  
w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  w i t h  t h e  a f f e c t e d  
premises  loca t ed  a t  1701 Rhode I s l a n d  Avenue, N . W . ,  Square 159, 
L o t s  34-38 and 800. 

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  21, 1976 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: Ma.y 3 ,  1976 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Appel lan t  appea l s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Zoning Adminis t ra tor  
t h a t  t h e  proposed YMCA, a t  17 th  S t r e e t  and Rhode I s l a n d  Avenue, 
N .  W . ,  i s  a p r i v a t e  c l u b  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions 

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  1oca.ted i n  a SP Zoning D i s t r i c t .  

3. The YMCA of t h e  C i t y  of Wa.shington was incorpora, ted by 
a.n A c t  of Congress i n  1864. 

4 .  The YMCA loca ted  a t  1736 G S t r ee t ,  N.W. i s  r e g i s t e r e d  
w i t h  t h e  IRS a.s a, non-p ro f i t  o rga .n iza~t ion .  

5.  The YMCA, l oca t ed  a t  1736 G S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  i s  exempt from 
t h e  payment of S a l e s  Taxes i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. 

6.  The YMCA was organized and opera ted  f o r  common avoca t iona l  
purposes ,  i nc lud ing  educa t iona l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l .  This  i s  
r e f l e c t e d  by i t s  programs and a c t i v i t i e s .  

7 .  Goods, services,  food and beverage a r e  s o l d  on t h e  premises 
only  t o  m e m b e r s  and t h e i r  g u e s t s .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  YMCA proposes 
t o  make some of i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  be t t e rmen t  and 
w e l f a r e  of t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  of t h e  Metropol i tan  a r e a  a s  w e l l  
a s  f o r  i t s  m e m b e r s ,  does n o t  a l t e r  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  use .  The YMCA 
a c t i v i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  such t o  main ta in  t h e  membership. 

8. Appe1la.nt contends t h a t  it w i l l  be aggrieved s i n c e  t h e  
proposed b u i l d i n g  w i l l  inundate  t h e  surrounding neighborhood 
w i t h  ma,ssive da. i ly  i n f l u x  of persons  and ca.rs.  

9. Appel lan t  f u r t h e r  contends t h a t  t h e  sub jec t  YMCA i s  n o t  
a non-prof it organiza , t ion  s i n c e  a l l e g e d l y  twenty p e r c e n t  (20%) of 
i t s  income would be de r ived  from non-members and t h i s  income would 
be used t o  s u b s i d i z e  o t h e r  YMCA's :  t h a t  t h e  YMCA i s  a bus iness  
e n t i t y  orgnizaed for p r o f i t  t h a t  would o p e r a t e  from a S P  D i s t r i c t .  



BZA N o .  12139 
Pa.ge 2 

10. T h e  D u p o n t  C i r c l e  C i t i z e n s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and th . e  N o r t h  
D u p o n t  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  supported t h e  appea l .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

B a s e d  on the  record t h e  B o a r d  concludes t h a t  t h e  evidence 
i n  support  of a p p e l l a n t ' s  con ten t ion  i s  n o t  p e r s u a s i v e .  T h e  
B o a r d  f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  YMCA h a s  s a t i s f i e d  a l l  t he  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  of Sec t ion  1 2 0 2 ,  D e f i n i t i o n  of P r i v a t e  C l u b  and 
a l s o  t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  has f a i l e d  t o  prove t h a t  it w i l l  be aggrieved 
by the  dec i s ion  of t he  Z o n i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t o r .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  it 
i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  A p p e a l  i s  DENIED and the  dec is ion  of t h e  
Z o n i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  i s  UPHELD. 

VOTE : 

4-0 ( L e o n a . r d  L ,  M c C a . n t s ,  E s q . ,  W i l l i a m  F, McIntosh, 
W i 1 l i a . m  S.  H a r p s  (by proxy) and R u b y  B .  M c Z i e r ,  E s q .  

(by proxy) 1 .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED B y :  
ARTHUR B.  HATTON 
E x e c u t i v e  Secretary 

w __c F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 


