
Beiore t h e  Board of Zoning A d j u s t m e n t ,  D ,  C ,  

Appl icat ion N o ,  12346, a s  amended, of t h e  Luther Memorial 
Church. Applicant seeks,  pursuant  t o  Sub-section 8207.2 of 
t h e  Zoning Regulations,  a s p e c i a l  exception pursuant  t o  Sub- 
s e c t i o n  7104.2. Applicant reques ts  permission, on behalf  of 
Deborah's Place,  I n c , ,  t o  change a non-conforming u s e  of 
accounting and r e a l  e s t a t e  o f f i c e  t o  t h r i f t  shop. The property 
i s  located i n  t h e  SP D i s t r i c t  a t  1301 - 14th S t ree t ,  N.W., 
Lot 802, Square 242. 

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  20, 1977 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: Ma.y 1 7 ,  1977  

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1. The a,pplica.tion w a s  a.mended from a. reques t  of a. use 
va.ria.nce t o  a. specia.1 exception. 

2 ,  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  one of s e v e r a l  p r o p e r t i e s  between 
14th S t ree t  a.nd Vermont Avenue owned by Luther Place Memoria.1 
Church a.nd u t i l i z e d  by it a.s  a. pax t  of i t s  "N Stree t  Min i s t r i e s  

3 ,  U n t i l  t h e  p re sen t  t ime,  one of t h e s e  m i n i s t r i e s ,  
Deborah's Place,  Inc ,  has occupied t h e  premises a t  1 3 2 7  'IN" 

S t ree t ,  N ,  W., and has t h e r e  operated a res idence f o r  homeless 
women and has provided them wi th  food and temporary s h e l t e r  
and has a s s i s t e d  them i n  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and r e loca t ion .  

4 ,  Deb0ra .h '~  Pla.ce, Inc .  i s  incorpora,ted a.s a. non-profi t  
corpora,t ion and func t ions  under t h e  auspices  of s ix  churches 
and a. syna.gogue. 

5 ,  Deb0ra .h '~  Place,  Inc.  a. lso opera.tes a. t h r i f t  shop a . t  
t h e  "N"  S t ree t  a.ddress where it ha.s c o l l e c t e d  used c l o t h i n g  and 
o the r  s i m i l a r  mercha,ndise, some of which it se l l s  t o  support  
t h e  home and some of which it d i s t r i b u t e s  t o  needy persons i n  
t h e  community i n  which t h e  shop i s  locaked. 

6 .  The t h r i f t  shop a . t  t h e  p re sen t  t i m e  occupies t h e  f r o n t  
f i r s t  f l o o r  room of 1 3 2 7  "N" S t r e e t ,  N .  W -  f o r  which it ha.s a.n 
impera.tive need a.s  a. l i v i n g  room t o  a,ccomodate t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  

7 .  Deborah's Place,  Inc.  has now made arrangements with 
Luther P l a c e  Memorial Church t o  u s e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  
sub jec t  premises f o r  t h e  opera t ion  of t h e  shop provided it 
obta ins  approval of t h e  u s e  of premises f o r  t h a t  purpose, 
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8, I t  i s  intended t o  u s e  t he  f r o n t  pa . r t  of t h e  f i r s t  f loo r  
f o r  d i s p l a y  purposes and t h e  l o f t  po r t ion  of it f o r  t h e  
co l l ec t ion  and s o r t i n g  of t he  mercha.ndise, 

9. There w i l l  be no conspicuous s igns o r  l i g h t i n g .  

10,  D e b o r a . h ' s  Place,  Inc ,  de r ives  94% of i t s  i n c o m e  f r o m  
the opera.t ion of the  t h r i f t  shop. 
opera, t ion.  

The opera t ion  i s  a c o m m u n i t y  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The B o a r d  concludes t h a t  the  proposed u s e  of t he  sub jec t  
property a s  a change i n  n o n - c o n f o r m i n g  u s e  i s  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  
cons ide ra t ions  and provis ions  of Sec t ion  7109 of t he  Z o n i n g  
R e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  present  t h r i f t  shop i s  operated and m a i n t a i n e d  
i n  a manner w h i c h  does n o t  adve r se ly  a f f e c t  t he  present  c h a r a c t e r  
o r  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  neighborhood and there i s  no 
reason  t o  believe t h a t  by r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  shop it w o u l d  adverse ly  
a f f e c t  t he  p re sen t  ma in tenance  and  ope ra t ing  s t a n d a r d s ,  
A c c o r d i n g l y ,  it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED. 

VOTE: 

4-0 ( W i 1 l i a . m  F ,  McIntosh, C h a . r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  Leona.rd L. 
M c C a , n t s ,  E s q .  a.nd D r .  W a . l t e r  B.  L e w i s ,  by p r o x y )  

BY ORDER OF THE D.  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED B y :  

E x e c u t i v e  Secretary 

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT T H E  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  T€E E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


