
GOVERNMENT OF THE OLU MBI A 
B O A R D  OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t ion  No. 12420 of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  Episcopal  Cathedra l  
Foundation pursuant  t o  Sub-sect ion 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning 
Regula t ions  f o r  a s p e c i a l  except ion  under Paragraph 3101.415 
t o  permi t  Youth f o r  Understanding, a n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t o  l oca t e  o f f i c e s  a t  t h e  premise 3501 Newark S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
(Square 1954, p a r t  of L o t  3 ) .  

HEARING DATE: Ma.y 24, 1977 
DECISION DATE: June 7 ,  1977 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The P r o t e s t a n t  Episcopa 1 Cathedra 1 Foundation of t h e  
D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia, seeks  permission under Paragraph 3101.415 
of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions t o  use  premises  3501 Newark S t r e e t ,  
N. W . ,  f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "Rosedale" f o r  t h e  o f f i c e s  of 
a n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  namely, Youth f o r  Understanding. 
Youth f o r  Understanding i s  t h e  c o n t r a c t  owner of t h e  p rope r ty  
con t ingen t  upon approval  of t h e  Board of t h i s  s p e c i a l  except ion .  

2 .  The t r a c t  of land known a s  Rosedale,  w i th  improvements, 
i s  des igna ted  a s  an  h i s t o r i c  landmFrk on t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia's  Inventory  of H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  and t h e  e n t i r e  l o t  i s  
loca t ed  wi th in  t h e  Cleveland Park H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  a l s o  
l i s t e d  on t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia's  Inventory of H i s t o r i c  
S i t e s .  

3.  The c e n t r a l  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  an 
18 th  Century frame house cons t ruc t ed  around 1783 and desc r ibed  
i n  m o r e  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  Nomination Forms f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  Regis te r  
f i l e d  i n  t h e  record  i n  t h i s  ca se .  Other improvements inc lude  
a s a a l l  c o t t a g e  loca ted  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  co rne r  of t h e  
t r a c t  and a b u i l d i n g  surrounding t h e  h i s t o r i c  Rosedale house 
p rev ious ly  devoted t o  dormitory u s e  f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  Ca thedra l  
School f o r  G i r l s .  



BZA So. 1 2 4 2 0  
Page 2 

4. This  Board approved t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and u s e  of t h e  
dormitory b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  Ca thedra l  School f o r  
G i r l s  i n  BZA App l i ca t ion  N o s .  8001,8370 and 8877  i n  1964 and 
1966. The u s e  of t h e  p rope r ty  f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  Ca thedra l  
School te rmina ted  approximately one yea r  ago. 

5 .  Youth f o r  Understanding, w i th  t h e  adv ice  of t h e  
Ca thedra l  Foundat ion,  has  m e t  w i th  and worked w i t h  a rea  r e s i d e n t s  
and a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o  reach  an agreement f o r  t h e  use  of t h e  
p rope r ty  and, a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  desc r ibed ,  has  en te red  i n t o  a 
l e t t e r  of understanding s p e l l i n g  o u t  t e r m s  of i t s  use .  

6 .  Youth f o r  Understanding i s  a n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
formed under t h e  laws of t h e  S t a t e  of Michigan and is  more 
f u l l y  desc r ibed  i n  i t s  A r t i c l e s  of Inco rpora t ion  and By-Laws 
submit ted f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  Youth f o r  Understanding complied 
wi th  a l l  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Nonprof i t  
Corpora t ion  A c t  and r ece ived  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of a u t h o r i t y  from 
t h e  O f f i c e  of Recorder of Deeds, D . C . ,  Corpora t ion  Div i s ion ,  
on May 6 ,  1977. The o r g a n i z a t i o n  m e e t s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of 
n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  conta ined  i n  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  + 

7 .  Youth f o r  Understanding in t ends  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  t h r e e -  
s t o r y  brick b u i l d i n g  p rev ious ly  used f o r  dormitory purposes  
a s  o f f i c e s  f o r  i t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  headquar t e r s  s t a f f .  The 
Manor House and Cot tage  would be used f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  purposes 
t o  house out-of-town g u e s t s  o r  f o r  o f f i c i a l  r e c e p t i o n s  and 
s i m i l a r  purposes .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  may be a groundskeeper 
or  c a r e t a k e r  who would occupy t h e  Cot tage  o r  Manor House. 

8 ,  The t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  t o  be occupied and 
used f o r  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  purposes c o n t a i n s  an approxi-  
mate g r o s s  f l o o r  a rea  of 49,729 s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  excess of t h e  
minimum s t anda rd  of 10 ,000  squa re  f e e t  s p e c i f i e d  i n  S e c t i o n  
3 101.415. 

9. The s t a f f  of Youth f o r  Understanding i s  expected t o  
number approximately 80 when it occupies  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h i s  
y e a r  and would be l i m i t e d  t o  a m x i m u m  of approximately 130 
i n  a f ive-seven yea r  pe r iod .  The d i n i n g  and k i t c h e n  a r e a s  
would be used f o r  s t a f f  lunches and t h e  in f i rmary  would be 
s tocked wi th  b a s i c  medical s u p p l i e s  and be used f o r  employee 
p h y s i c a l  examinations s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p a s t  u s e .  
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10. The o f f i c e  func t ion  normally involves 30 profess iona l  
s t a f f  and 50 c l e r i c a l  support  p o s i t i o n s .  Severa l  of t h e  
p ro fes s iona l  s t a f f  t r a v e l  ex tens ive ly .  Per iodic  meetings a t  
t h e  headquarters  es t imated a t  four  t o  s i x  pe r  yea r ,  would 
involve a maximum of 15-20 p a r t i c i p a n t s  ou t s ide  normal s t a f f .  
Hours of opera t ion  a r e  expected t o  be 8:45 a . m .  t o  5:OO p.m, 
However, experience has ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  f requent ly  
works hours which would g e t  them t o  t h e  s i t e  e a r l i e r  and would 
rema i n  l a t e r  . 

11. No add i t ions  t o  t h e  bu i ld ings  o r  any major modifica- 
t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  a r e  proposed. The only changes a r e  
i n t e r i o r  and minor r e p a i r  and maintenance cons t ruc t ion  and 
t h e  add i t ion  of parking spaces t o  br ingthe  t o t a l  spaces up t o  
47.  These a d d i t i o n a l  spaces w i l l  be added a t  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
of t h e  e x i s t i n g  parking a r e a s .  The number of parking spaces 
m e e t  t h e  requirement of t h e  Zoning Regulations.  

1 2 .  N o  goods, c h a t t e l s ,  w a r e s  o r  merchandise w i l l  be 
commercially c rea t ed ,  exchanged o r  so ld  t h e r e i n  except f o r  
t h e  p o s s i b l e  s a l e  of pub l i ca t ions ,  m a t e r i a l s  o r  o t h e r  i t e m s  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  purposes of t h e  nonprof i t  o rgan iza t ion ,  

13 .  The Municipa.1 Planning Off ice ,by r e p o r t  received on 
J u n e  7 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  recommended a.pprova.1 of t h e  a.pplica.tion. 

14. There w e r e  a, number of r e s i d e n t s  a . t  t h e  pub l i c  hea.ring 
i n  support  of t h e  appl ica . t ion.  There was no oppos i t ion  t o  
t h e  gra.nt of t h e  appl ica , t ion  a . t  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing.  

15. The Youth f o r  Understanding has entered i n t o  a n  
agreement with c i t i z e n  groups and ind iv idua l  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  
a r e a ,  including t h e  l o c a l  Advisory Neighborhood Commission, t h e  
Cathedral  Heights/Cleveland Park C i t i z e n s  Associat ion and 
C i t i zens  f o r  C i ty  Living. This  agreement s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  bu i ld ings  w i l l  be preserved and maintained, and t h a t  
such bu i ld ings  w i l l  no t  be a l t e r e d  o the r  than  necessary f o r  
r e p a i r  o r  improvement c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  e x i s t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The Boa.rd concludes t h a t  t h e  a.pplica.nt  has  m e t  t h e  
s tanda.rds  se t  f o r t h  i n  Pa.ra.gra.ph 3101.415 of t h e  Zoning 
Regula.tions i n  t h a t  t h e  p rope r ty  i s  l i s t e d  on t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia. Inventory of H i s t o r i c  S i t e s ,  exceeds t h e  minimum 
g r o s s  f l o o r  a.rea a.nd w i l l  be used by a. n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i n  a. manner t h a t  would n o t  adve r se ly  a f f e c t  t h e  use  of neigh- 
bo r ing  p r o p e r t i e s  The number a.nd a.rra.ngement of pa.rking 
spa.ces a.ppea.r a.dequa.te f o r  t h e  use  a.nd t h e r e  i s  n o t  expected 
t o  be a s i g n i f i c a . n t  t r a f f i c  impa.ct on t h e  a.dja.cent neighborhood 
The u s e  i s  e s s e n t i a , l l y  a.n a .dminis t ra . t ive o f f i c e - t y p e  u s e  a.nd 
does n o t  involve  t h e  c rea . t i on ,  excha.nge o r  s a l e s  of commercial 
goods. No ma.jor modi f ica , t ions  o r  a .dd i t ions  a r e  proposed t o  
t h e  e x t e r i o r  of any b u i l d i n g s  a.nd t h e  changes contempla.ted w i l l  
e i t h e r  be i n t e r i o r  cha.nges, o r  t h o s e  which would n o t  ha.ve a.n 
a.dverse impact on ne ighbor ing  p r o p e r t i e s .  The Boa.rd concludes 
tha . t  t h e  proposed u s e  w i l l  be i n  ha.rmony wi th  t h e  genera.1 
purpose a.nd i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regula.tions a.nd Ma.ps and 
would n o t  t end  t o  adve r se ly  a . f f e c t  t h e  u s e  of p r o p e r t y  i n  
a.ccorda.nce wi th  sa , id  Zoning Regula.t ions a.nd Ma.ps. I t  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a .ppl ica . t ion be GRANTED subject t o  
t h e  CONDITIONS s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  of understa,nding da.ted 
Ma,y 1 2 ,  1977 a.nd ma,rked a,s e x h i b i t  p u b l i c  hea.ring-1 i n  t h e  
r e c o r d ,  a copy of which i s  a.tta.ched t o  t h i s  o r d e r .  

VOTE : 

4-0 ( D r ,  Wa.lter B.  L e w i s ,  Will iam F .  McIntosh, Cha.rles R. 
Norr i s  a.nd Leonard L.  M c C a m t s ,  E s q .  t o  g r a n t )  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By: 
STEVEN E.  SHER 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r  
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F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER 


