
GOVERNMENT OF T H E  DISTRICT OF 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t ion  No.  12443 o f  Arron Long pursuant  t o  Paragraph 8207.11 
of the Zoning Regulat ions f o r  a v a r i a n c e  from t h e  r e a r  yard 
requirements  (Sub-sections 3304.1) t o  permit a rear a d d i t i o n  i n  
the R-2 D i s t r i c t  a t  the premises  4121 A l a b a m a  Avenue, S . E . ,  
(Square 5367, L o t  14) 

KFlARING DATE: June 2 8 ,  1977 
DECISION DATE : J u l y  1 2 ,  1977 

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1. T h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  is  loca ted  i n  an R-2 Zone D i s t r i c t  
a t  4121 Alabama Avenue, S.E. 

2 .  The s u b j e c t  premises i s  a t w o  s t o r y  s i n g l e  fami ly  dwel l ing  
t o  w h i c h  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  proposes  the a d d i t i o n  of a rear deck. 

3. The a p p l i c a n t  p r e s e n t l y  m e e t s  the 20 f o o t  minimum r e a r  
yard  depth  r e q u i r e d  by  Sub-sect ion 3304.1 of  the Zoning Regula t ions  
W i t h  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the proposed 1 2  f o o t  rear deck, on ly  
an 8 f o o t  rear yard w i l l  be provided.  

4 .  T h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  p r e s e n t l y  has a park ing  pad i n  the 
rear yard of the premises and the proposed rear deck would be on 
t h e  second f loo r  only ,  cover ing  the p r e s e n t  park ing  pad, w h i c h  
the a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  leave  open and con t inue  t o  use .  

5. T h e  proposed deck w i l l  be 1 2  f e e t  i n  wid th ,  and 9 f e e t  i n  
height, t o  be even w i t h  the e x i s t i n g  second f l o o r  l e v e l  of the 
p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e .  

6 .  T h e  dwel l ing ,  as p r e s e n t l y  cons t ruc t ed ,  has no rear 
e n t r a n c e  o r  e x i t ,  T h i s  a d d i t i o n  would provide a s t a i r w a y  t o  t h e  
ground a longs ide  the house and would provide the a p p l i c a n t  t h i s  
rear e n t r a n c e  or  e x i t  i n  case of a f i r e  o r  s i m i l a r  emergency. 
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7 .  T h e  appl icant  t e s t i f i ed  tha t  an agreement had been reached 
by neighbors on both sides of the subject property,  and there w a s  
no record of opposi t ion f r o m  the adjacent  property owners .  

8 , T h e r e  w a s  opposi t ion f r o m  a nearby property owner on the 
grounds that  t h i s  rear a d d i t i o n  would d i m i n i s h  the a rea ' s  pro- 
per ty  va lue .  

CONCLUSION OF LAW AND OPINION:  

B a s e d  on the foregoing F ind ings  of Fact and the evidence  of 
record, the B o a r d  i s  of the opin ion  that  the reques ted  var iance  
is  an area var iance,  the g r a n t i n g  of w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  the showing of 
a prac t ica l  d i f f i c u l t y .  The B o a r d  concludes t ha t  the des ign  of 
the house and the absence of a rear en t rance  o r  e x i t  creates tha t  
d i f f i c u l t y .  The B o a r d  concludes tha t  the g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  
appl icat ion would  n o t  have a n  adverse impact on ad jo in ing  o r  near- 
by property and w o u l d  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the i n t e n t  and purpose of 
the Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  and Map. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  is  hereby ORDERED 
that  t h i s  appl ica t ion  be GRANTED. 

VOTE: 5-0 ( R u b y  M c Z i e r ,  E s q , ,  C h a r l e s  N o r r i s ,  W i l l i a m  F.  McIntosh 
C h l o e t h i e l  W. S m i t h  and Leonard L. M c C a n t s ,  E s q . )  

BY ORDER OF THE D.  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

T.HAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
IS  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 
MENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER. 


