
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t ion  N o ,  12532 of  Wallace F, Holladay, e t  a l ,  pursuant  t o  
Sub-sect ion 8207,2 o f  the Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  ex- 
c e p t i o n  under Paragraph 3101,411 t o  a l low accesso ry  park ing  f o r  
the b u i l d i n g  a t  1720 Wisconsin Avenue t o  l o c a t e d  elsewhere than  
on the same l o t  a s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  the C-2-A and R-3 D i s t r i c t s  
a t  t h e  premises 1720 Wisconsin Avenue and the r e a r  of 1722-1726 
34th  Street ,  N,W, (Square 1298, Lot 8 3 1  and Square 1297, Lots 
93-97) * 

HEARING DATE: D e C C m b e r  13, 1977 
DECISION DATE: January 4 ,  1978 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1, The a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  amended by  permiss ion  of  the Board 
so  t h a t  the accesso ry  park ing  reques ted  is  t o  be cons idered  under 
Sub-sect ion 7205,3 rather than  Paragraph 3101,411. A l l  proper  
p a r t i e s  had r ece ived  p r i o r  n o t i c e  of t h e  amendment f r o m  the 
a p p l i c a n t .  

2 ,  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  s i t e  i s  loca ted  a t  1720 Wisconsin Avenue 
N e w ,  and i s  i n  a C-2-A D i s t r i c t .  T h e  s u b j e c t  proposed accesso ry  
park ing  spaces  a r e  loca t ed  i n  the rear of  1722-1726 34th  Street  
N.W. and are i n  an  R-3 D i s t r i c t ,  

3 ,  The p r i n c i p a l  s i t e  is  loca ted  i n  t h e  Georgetown H i s t o r i c  
D i s t r i c t .  The l o t  is  2,146 square  f e e t  i n  a r e a  and i t  is  improved 
w i t h  a one s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h o u t  a basement. The 
b u i l d i n g  was cons t ruc t ed  p r i o r  t o  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  
Zoning Regula t ions ,  

4. Adjoining the p r i n c i p a l  l o t  t o  the immediate sou th  i s  
a park ing  a r e a  w h i c h  serves the a d j o i n i n g  three s t o r y  o f f i c e  
b u i l d i n g ,  T o  t h e  w e s t  a t  the r e a r  of the b u i l d i n g  is  a vacant  
area used f o r  the park ing  of t w o  v e h i c l e s ,  Immediately a b u t t i n g  
t h i s  park ing  a r e a  i s  a t e n  f o o t  a l l e y  (one way westbound) which 
l e a d s  t o  34th  Street  (one-way sou th  bound).  
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5. The proposed garages f o r  accessory parking a r e  wi th in  
a 465 foo t  walking d i s t ance  frome the  r e a r  ex t rance  t o  the  
p r i n c i p a l  bu i ld ing  which they a r e  intended t o  serve., 

6 ,  The owner of 1720 Wisconsin Avenue, app l i can t  he re in ,  
seeks t o  cons t ruc t  a two-story a d d i t i o n  t o  the f r o n t  h a l f  of 
the  e x i s t i n g  bu i ld ing ,  Plans f o r  such an a d d i t i o n  have a l ready  
been approved by the  F ine  A r t s  Commission, 

7.  The present  use a t  1720 Wisconsin Avenue of execut ive 
o f f i c e s  c o n s i s t s  of e i g h t  employees, four  execut ives  and four  
s t a f f ,  wi th  an add i tona l  employee who r e n t s  400 square f e e t  
next door a t  premises 1 7 2 2  Wisconsin Avenue, 

8. The f i r m  c u r r e n t l y  provides no l e g a l  parking pursuant 
t o  the  Zoning Regulations b u t  u t i l i z e s  two spaces i n  t he  r e a r  of 
Lot €321, Square 1297 which a r e  p a r t i a l l y  on the  l o t  and p a r t i a l l y  
i n  the  a l l e y ,  

9 ,  The proposed o f f i c e  s t ruc tu re  wikhadd i t ion  w i l l  t o t a l  
approximately 4 ,500  square f e e t  and i s  intended t o  house a 
maximum of twelve employees, Under t h i s  scheme, the  app l i can t  
is  required t o  provide four  parking spaces ,  

10,  Applicant in tends  t o  provide i n  excess of t he  requi red  
four  spaces by i t s  purchaseof f i v e  garage spaces loca ted  on Lots 
93-97, i n  Square 1298  and the  two p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t i n g  a l l e y  spaces,  

11. The proposed f i v e  garage spaces measure t e n  f e e t  by 
t h i r t y  f e e t ,  

1 2 ,  The a p p l i c a n t ' s  proposal  w i l l  i nc rease  parking over the  
c u r r e n t  l e v e l  provided by providing seven parking spaces f o r  twelve 
employees, whereas the  present  u se  provides two spaces f o r  n i n e  
employees (. 

13, Lots 93 - 97 loca ted  i n  Square 1297 a r e  c u r r e n t l y  improved 
with a s ing le-car  garage on each l o t ,  It  is  the  a p p l i c a n t ' s  in- 
t e n t i o n  t o  u t i l i z e  these  garage spaces f o r  accessory o f f - s t r e e t  
parking f o r  t he  premises loca ted  a t  1720 Wisconsin Avenue, The 
e x i s t i n g  garage s t r u c t u r e s  w i l l  be r e t a i n e d ,  
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14, Lot 831, Square 1298, the  l o t  conta in ing  the  p r i n c i p a l  
u s e ,  i s  almost spear-shaped i n  designed with the  po in t  t i p  
a b u t t i n g  the  a l l e y ,  The a b u t t i n g  a l l e y  a t  t h i s  po in t  i s  only 
12.5 f e e t  w i d e ,  I n  add i t ion ,  t he  l o t  i s  almost t o t a l l y  occupied 
by  the  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  a t  premises 1720 Wisconsin Avenue, N,W, 

1 5 ,  The expense of cons t ruc t ing  underground parking fo r  
four  c a r s  on Lot 831 i s  est imated t o  be $50 ,000 .00 .  

16, The a p p l i c a n t ' s  bu i ld ing  a t  premises 1720 Wisconsin 
Avenue, N,W, is  the  only s t r u c t u r e  on the  block which does not  
have a basement and i s  the  only  s t r u c t u r e  less than two s t o r i e s  
i n  he ight  

1 7 ,  The app l i can t  f o r  t he  p a s t  four  years  has  attempted t o  
e i t h e r  purchase o r  nego t i a t e  a l e a s e  f o r  parking spaces c l o s e r  
t o  the  s u b j e c t  s i t e  than the  spaces which a r e  the  subject  of the  
present  app l i ca t ion ,  b u t  has  been unsecessfu l ,  

18. The accessory parking spaces i n  the  p re sen t  a p p l i c a t i o n  
a r e  separated from the  p r i n c i p a l  u s e  by 34th Street ,  which has  
a right-of-way of only 60 f e e t ,  The pavement width is  approxi- 
mately 34 f e e t ,  

19. Access t o  the  accessory parking i s  by way of an a l l e y  
which i s  w i d e r  than t h a t  loca ted  i n  t he  same square as the  b u i l d -  
ing  to be served by the  accessory parking,, 

20, 
u t i l i z e d  f o r  o f f - s t r e e t  parking f o r  u s e s  loca ted  o t h e r  than i n  
Square 1297.  

T h e  e x i s t i n g  s i n g l e  garages h a v e h i s t o r i c a l l y  been 

2 1 ,  A sub-divis ion p l a t  of Square 1297 recorded i n  the  Sur- 
veyor ' s  o f f i c e  i n  1925 s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a l l e y  l o t s ,  including Lots 
93 - 97, s h a l l  not  be used  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  purposes, 

2 2 ,  There w e r e  l e t te rs ,  on f i l e ,  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  the  
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

2 3 ,  There was a p e t i t i o n ,  on f i l e ,  i n  favor  of t he  appl ica-  
t i o n ,  
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24. The Municipal Planning Off ice ,  by r e p o r t  dated December  
7 ,  1977,  recommended t h e  approval of t he  a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  amended, 

25.  The a p p l i c a t i o n  was referred t o  the  Department of 
Transpor ta t ion .  By r e p o r t ,  dated December 30, 1977,  t he  DOT 
s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  had no ob jec t ion  t o  the  g ran t ing  of t he  s p e c i a l  
except ion,  

2 6 ,  Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 3 A  f i l e d  no r e p o r t  
on t h i s  app l i ca t ion ,  

CONCLUSIONS O F  ZAW: 

Based on the  record the  Board concludes t h a t  t he  pecu l i a r  
s i z e  and dimensions of the  lot and s t r u c t u r e  involved a t  premises 
1720 Wisconsin Avenue, N,W, preclude any at tempt  t o  arrange s u r -  
f ace  parking on Lot 831. Furthermore, underground parking cannot 
reasonably be u t i l i z e d  due t o  its expense, The Board f u r t h e r  
concludes t h a t  i t  i s  not  p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  the  requi red  
spaces on the  same l o t  a s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  t o  be served a s  such 
parking would lack appropr ia te  i ng res s  o r  eg res s  f a c i l i t i e s ,  The 
Board concludes t h a t  the  proposed parking spaces a r e  so  loca ted  
a s  t o  f u r n i s h  reasonable  and convenient parking f a c i l i t i e s  t o  the  
commercial s t r u c t u r e  due t o  t h e i r  c l o s e  proximity t o  t h a t  s i t e  
and the  ease  of i ng res s  and eg res s  i n  t he  u t i l i z a t i o n  of those 
parking spaces.  Furthermore, t he  proposed parking spaces a r e  
not  f u r t h e r  than 800 f e e t  from any l o t  l i n e  of t he  l o t  upon 
which the s t r u c t u r e  to be served i s  loca ted .  

Nearby o r  ad jacent  proper ty  w i l l  not  be adverse ly  impacted 
i n  any manner by the  proposed l o c a t i o n  of parking spaces on Lots 
93-97 of Square 1297, The e x i s t i n g  s i n g l e  garages have h i s t o r i c a l 1  
been u t i l i z e d  f o r  o f f - s t r e e t  parking f o r  u s e s  o t h e r  than those 
loca ted  on Square 1297. Accordingly, i t  is ORDERED t h a t  the  
a p p l i c a t i o n  is  GRANTED SUBJECT t o  t h e  following- condi t ions :  

1, Approval s h a l l  be f o r  a per iod of t h r e e  years  ( 3 )  
o r  u n t i l  i t s  use by t h i s  app l i can t  ceases ,  whichever 
comes f i r s t ,  

2 .  Parking s h a l l  be restricted t o  u s e  on ly  by the  
employees of this a p p l i c a n t ,  
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VOTE: 4-0 ( C h a r l e s  R ,  N o r r i s ,  C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard S m i t h ,  W i l l i a m  
F, McIntosh and Leonard L ,  M c C a n t s ) ,  

BY ORDER OF THE D , C ,  BOARD O F  ZONING A D ~ S T ~ N T  

ATTESTED BY: 
S T E V E N  E ,  S H E R  
Executive D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  O F  STXMONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WTTH T H E  D E P A R ~ ~ N T  O F  EQUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 
iW3?" W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  O F  SIX MONTHS AFTER T H E  E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER, 


