
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t ion  No. 12685 of Vermont Avenue B a p t i s t  Church, 
pursuant  t o  Sub-section 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  
f o r  a s p e c i a l  except ion  under Paragraph 3104.44 t o  cont inue  
t h e  u s e  of a park ing  l o t  i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 
1601-03, 1607-09, r e a r  of 1605 - 12 th  S t . ,  and 1117 Que 
S t r e e t ,  N.W., (Square 309, Lots  1 ,  813, 812,  801, 5 and 44 ) .  

HEARING DATE: August 16 ,  1978 
DECISION DATE: August 16 ,  1978 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  is l o c a t e d  i n  an R-4 zone 
D i s t r i c t  a t  1601-03, 1607-09, r e a r  o f  1605-12th S t . ,  and 
1117 Que S t . ,  N.W. 

2. The s u b j e c t  l o t  p r e s e n t l y  s e r v e s  a s  accessory  
park ing  f o r  t h e  Vermont Avenue B a p t i s t  Church, which 
i s  loca t ed  a t  a d i s t a n c e  of approximately 250 f e e t  from 
t h e  Church. The l o t  i s  f o r  t h e  exc lus ive  use  of t h e  Church 
membership and v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  Church on Sundays and some 
weekdays. 

3.  The s u b j e c t  park ing  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  
corner  of 12 th  and Q S t r e e t s ,  N.W. The park ing  l o t  is  i n  
a U-shape, going around t h e  apartment b u i l d i n g  loca t ed  a t  
1605 12th  S t . ,  N.W. The apartment house has  t h r e e  u n i t s  
and i s  occupied.  The park ing  l o t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  apartment 
house i s  owned by t h e  Church. 

4. This  p rope r ty  was l a s t  approved a s  a park ing  f a c i l i t y  
pursuant  t o  t h i s  Board ' s  p rev ious  Order 12382, da ted  J u l y  21, 
1977, However, t h e  a p p l i c a n t  never  ob ta ined  a C e r t i f i c a t e  
of  Occupancy fol lowing t h e  Board 's  p rev ious  Order and t h a t  
approval  i s  t h e r e f o r e  no longer  v a l i d .  
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5. The applicant  proposes t o  continue t h e  use of t h e  
property a s  a p r iva te  parking l o t .  The previously issued 
C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy was authorized by the  Board i n  
BZA Order No. 11810, dated February 18, 1975. 

6. The Board f inds  t h a t  t he  appl ica t ion a s  presently 
f i l e d  remains v i r t u a l l y  t h e  same a s  t he  previous case. 

7. The appl ica t ion complies with a l l  of t h e  conditions 
of t he  previous order.  

8. A t  t he  public  hearing of t h i s  appl ica t ion,  t h e  MPO t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  a f i e l d  inspection was made and t h a t  t he  conditions 
of t h e  subject  property remained t h e  same a s  when previously 
granted by BZA Order No. 12382. 

9. The Department of Transportation by memorandum 
dated July 28, 1978, reported t h a t  no adverse impact 
had been iden t i f i ed  . 

10. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2C, by l e t t e r  
dated August 9,  1978, ra i sed  no object ion t o  t h e  applicat ion.  

11. There was no opposition t o  t h e  appl ica t ion.  

CONCLUSION OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on t h e  above Findings of Fact and t h e  evidence 
of record, t he  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  appl ica t ion a s  f i l e d  
i s  t h e  same a s  previously granted i n  BZA Order 12382. The 
Board fur ther  concludes t h a t  t h e  parking l o s t  i s  reasonably 
necessary t o  t h e  operation of t he  church. The Board i s  of t h e  
opinion t h a t  t h e  granting of t h i s  appl ica t ion would not c r ea t e  
any dangerous o r  otherwise object ionable condit ions,  o r  a f f e c t  
adversely t h e  present  character  and fu ture  development of 
t h e  neighborhood. The Board i s  a l s o  of the  opinion t h a t  t he  
granting of t h i s  spec ia l  exception w i l l  be i n  harmony with 
the  general purpose and i n t e n t  of t he  Zoning Regulations and 
maps. It i s  therefore  ORDERED t h a t  t he  appl ica t ion i s  
GRANTED subject  t o  t h e  following CONDITIONS: 
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a .  

b.  

C.  

d. 

e .  

f . 

g 

h. 

period of four (4) Approval s h a l l  be f o r  a 
commencing on July  2 1 ,  

years ,  
1977, pursuant t o  t h i s  

Board's p r i o r  Order 12382, which may be renewed 
a t  t h e  d i sc re t ion  of t h e  Board upon the  f i l i n g  
of a proper appl ica t ion.  

A l l  a reas  devoted t o  driveways, access lanes and 
parking a reas  s h a l l  be maintained with a paving 
of mater ia l  forming an all-weather impervious surface. 

An e igh t  (8) inch coping s h a l l  be erected and maintained 
along each s i d e  of a l l  driveways t o  p ro tec t  t he  
public  space. 

Bumper stops s h a l l  be erected and maintained fo r  t he  
protect ion of a l l  adjoing buildings.  

No vehicle o r  any p a r t  thereof s h a l l  be permitted t o  
p ro jec t  over any l o t  o r  building l i n e  o r  on o r  over 
t h e  public  space. 

A l l  p a r t s  of t h e  l o t  s h a l l  be kept f r e e  of refuse  o r  
debr is  and s h a l l  be paved o r  landscaped. Landscaping 
s h a l l  be maintained i n  a healthy growing condition and 
i n  a neat and order ly  appearance. 

No o ther  use s h a l l  be conducted from o r  upon t h e  
premises and no s t ruc tu re  o ther  than an a t t endan t ' s  
s h e l t e r  s h a l l  be erected o r  used upon the  premises 
unless such use o r  s t ruc tu re  i s  otherwise permitted 
i n  t h e  zoning d i s t r i c t  i n  which the  parking l o t  i s  
located. 

Any l i gh t ing  used t o  i l luminate t h e  parking l o t  o r  i t s  
accessory building s h a l l  be so arranged t h a t  a l l  d i r e c t  
rays of such l i gh t ing  a r e  confined t o  t h e  surface 
of t he  parking l o t .  
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VOTE: 5-0 ( C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  W i l l i a m  F. M c I n t o s h ,  
C h l o e t h i e l  W o o d a r d  S m i t h ,  John G. Parsons and 
L e o n a r d  L .  M c C a n t s )  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 2 1 SEP 1978 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: kr.k 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  HOUGING AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 


