
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl icat ion No. 12850, of Associated General Cont rac tors ,  
pursuant  t o  Sub-section 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  
f o r  a  s p e c i a l  except ion under Paragraph 4 1 0 1 . 4 4  t o  permi t  a 
f o u r t h  s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  t o  an  e x i s t i n g  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  
SP-2 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 1957 "El' S t r e e t ,  N. W.,  
(Square 122, Lot 832) .  

HEARING DATE: January 17,  1979 
DECISION DATE: January 17,  1979 (Bench Decision) 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

I. The s u b j e c t  p roper ty  i s  loca ted  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
corner  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 20th and S t r e e t s ,  N,  W , ,  
known a s  1957 "El1 S t r e e t ,  N. W. i n  t h e  SP-2 D i s t r i c t .  

2 ,  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  developed wi th  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  
o f f i c e  bui ld ing .  The bu i ld ing  i s  being used a s  t h e  National 
Headquarters f o r  t h e  Associated General Cont rac tors  of  
America , Inc  . 

3. The p r e s e n t  use  was approved by t h e  Board under 
BZA Order No. 4594 da ted  November 24, 1956, 

4 .  The f l o o r  a r e a  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  bu i ld ing  i s  19,257 
square  f e e t .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  add a  f o r t h  s t o r y  t o  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  bui ld ing .  The proposed a d d i t i o n  w i l l  add 6y419 
square  f e e t  t o  make a  t o t a l  f l o o r  a r e a  of 25,676 square  f e e t .  

5. The t o t a l  f l o o r  a r e a  w i l l  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  less 
than  t h e  permi t ted  52,926 square  f e e t  of f l o o r  a rea  t h a t  could 
be b u i l t  on t h i s  s i te ,  

6 .  Thi r teen  parking spaces  a s  r equ i red  by t h e  Zoning 
Regulations w i l l  be provided on t h e  s i te .  

7. There i s  a  commercial parking garage loca ted  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  and a  parking l o t  l oca ted  t o  t h e  
e a s t .  Across t h e  s treet  t o  t h e  w e s t  i s  an o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  f o r  
t h e  Red Cross. On t h e  sou th  s i d e  of "E" S t r e e t ,  a c r o s s  park 
a r e a ,  a r e  l a r g e  f e d e r a l  government o f f i c e  bu i ld ings .  The pre-  
dominant use  i n  t h e  SP-2 D i s t r i c t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  l a r g e  o f f i c e  
bu i ld ing  a.  



Appl ica t ion  No. 12850 
Page 2 

8 ,  The Board n o t e s  i t s  f i n d i n g s  i n  Case No, 12485, 
an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  1-a o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  on t h e  s i te  than  
t h e  bu i ld ing  proposed here in .  In  t h a t  c a s e  i n  i t s  f i n d i n g s  
and conc lus ions ,  t h e  Board determined t h a t  " the  i n c r e a s e  i n  
t r a f f i c  would be adequate ly  handled by t h e  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  
surrounding street  system and t h a t  t h i s  s i t e  i s  w e l l  served 
by Metro and p u b l i c  bus t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , "  A s  t h i s  i s  a  sma l l e r  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  less impact, t h e  Board f i n d s  those  prev ious  
f i n d i n g s  t o  be a p p l i c a b l e  i n  t h i s  ca se  a s  w e l l .  

9. The Of f i ce  of Planning and Development, by r e p o r t  
da ted  January 10, 1979, recommended t h e  approval  of t h e  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  above a p p l i c a t i o n  i f  g ran ted  
w i l l  n o t  c r e a t e  dangerous o r  o therwise  ob jec t ionab le  cond i t ions .  
The Board s o  f i n d s ,  

10. There was no r e p o r t  from Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 2A. 

11. There was no oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  case .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

The Board i s  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  proposed s p e c i a l  
except ion f o r  which r e l i e f  i s  sought w i l l  n o t  c r e a t e  dangerous 
o r  o therwise  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t r a f f i c  cond i t ions .  The Board 
f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  he igh t ,  bulk and use  of t h e  bu i ld ing  
w i l l  no t  be i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  can be gran ted  
without  adverse ly  a f f e c t i n g  neighboring p r o p e r t i e s  and w i l l  be 
i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  purpose of t h e  SP D i s t r i c t  and t h e  Zoning 
Regulat ions  and. Maps. Accordingly, it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  be GRANTED, 

VOTE: 4-0 (Theodore F. Mariani ,  Ch loe th i e l  Woodard Smith, 
Char les  R. Norr i s ,  William F. McIntosh t o  g r a n t ,  
Leonard L. McCants n o t  p r e s e n t ,  n o t  v o t i n g ) .  



BY ORDER O F  THE D.C. BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

*. , r- 4'- f;l 4 - 
F I N A L  DATE OF  ORDER:\ 

3 i i919 
- 

THAT THE ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A BUILDING AND/OR 3CCUPANCY P E R Y I T  
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP 
MENT W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER. 


