
GOVERNMENT O F  THE DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING A D J U S T M E N T  

App l i ca t ion  No, 12881 of Benjamin P. Fishburne,  I11 and Mary H. 
Fishburne,  pursuant  t o  Paragraph 8207.11 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  
f o r  var iances  from t h e  r e a r  yard requirements  (Sub-section 3304.1 
and Paragraph 7107.22) and t h e  s i d e  yard requirements (Sub-section 
3305.1 and Paragraph 7107.22) f o r  a r e a r  a d d i t i o n  t o  a dwel l ing  
which is  a non-conforming s t r u c t u r e  i n  an  R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  
premises 3807 Gramercy S t r e e t ,  N.W., (Square 1851, Lots  807 and 
808) .  

HEARING DATE: March 14, 1979 
DECISIONDATE: ~ p r i l  4 ,  1979 

FINDINGS OF FACT : 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  is l o c a t e d  i n  an  R-1-B Zone D i s t r i c t  
a t  t he  premises 3807 Gramercy S t r e e t ,  N.W. 

2. The p rope r ty  is p r e s e n t l y  improved wi th  a two s t o r y  and 
basement b r i c k  detached s t r u c t u r e .  

3. The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a one s t o r y  r e a r  
a d d i t i o n .  The proposed a d d i t i o n  w i l l  be  used a s  a b r e a k f a s t  
rom/ fami ly  room, and expansion space f o r  t h e  k i t chen .  

4. Pursuant t o  Sub-section 3304.1 of  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  
a twenty-five f o o t  minimum r e a r  yard i s  r equ i r ed ,  The a p p l i c a n t  
proposes a 19.10 f o o t  r e a r  yard.  Thus a var iance  of 5-90 f e e t  o r  
twenty f o u r  pe r  c e n t  is  r equ i r ed .  

5. Pursuant t o  Sub-section 3305.1 of t h e  Zoning 
a minimum width of e i g h t  f e e t  f o r  each s i d e  yard  is 
The a p p l i c a n t  proposes a 5.00 f o o t  s i d e  yard.  Thus 
of  3.00 f e e t  o r  t h i r t y  e i g h t  pe r  c e n t  i s  requi red .  
house has  a s i d e  yard of on ly  4.9 f e e t .  

6. The l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  a d d i t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  

Regulat ions ,  
requi red .  
a var iance  
The e x i s t i n g  

t o  t ake  
advantage of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e a r  w a l l  of  a two c a r  garage,    he 
ga rage  w i l l  be demolished, b u t  t h e  foundat ion  w a l l  w i l l  be 
r e t a i n e d  and w i l l  s e r v e  a s  t h e  r e a r  foundat ion w a l l  o f  t h e  adddi t ion .  
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7. The l o c a t i o n  of the  add i t ion  cannot be moved t o  the  e a s t  
t o  c r e a t e  a l a r g e r s i d e  yard because of e x i s t i n g  basement s t e p s  
a s  we l l  a s  an e x i s t i n g  t r i p l e  window i n  the  l i v i n g  room. 

8. Advisory Neighborhood Cornrnieeion 3E by r e p o r t  dated 
March 1 2 ,  1979, o f fe red  no ob jec t ions  t o  the  g ran t ing  of t h i s  
appl ica t ion .  

9. There was a l e t t e r  of support  from t h e  abu t t ing  proper ty  
owners. 

10. There was no oppos i t ion  t o  the  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appl ica-  
t i o n ,  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on the  above Fifidings of Fac t  and t h e  evidence of record,  
the  Board is  of the  opinion t h a t  the  requested variances a r e  
a rea  var iances,  the  g ran t ing  08 which requ i res  the  showing of a 
p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  The Board concludes t h a t  given the  l o c a t i o n  
of the  e x i s t i n g  s t ruc tu re ,  the  basement s t e p s ,  the  e x i s t i n g  windows 
i n  the  l i v i n g  room and the  garage wal1,the app l i can t  has  made the  
requi red  showing. The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  the  requested 
r e l i e f  can be granted without s u b s t a n t i a l  detriment t o  t h e  pub l i c  
good and without s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impairing t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and 
i n t e g r i t y  of the  zone p lan  a s  embodied i n  the  Zoning Regulations 
and Map. Accordingly, i t  is  hereby ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  
is hereby GRANTED. 

VOTE: 5-0 (Walter B. Lewis, Chloeth ie l  woodard Smith, Leonard L. 
McCants, William F. McIntosh and Charles R. Norris 
t o  g r a n t )  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: L e L  
STEVEN E. SHER 
Executive Direc tor  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 1 'c' A P R  1979 
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THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 
MENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER. 


