
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

BZA A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  1 2 9 2 8 ,  o f  M a r y  L .  B u c k l e y ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  
P a r a g r a p h  8 2 0 7 . 1 1  o f  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a  v a r i a n c e  
f r o m  t h e  s i d e  y a r d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ( S u b - s e c t i o n  3 3 0 5 . 1  a n d  
P a r a g r a p h  7 1 0 7 . 2 2 )  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  s i d e  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  d w e l l i n g  
w h i c h  i s  a  n o n - c o n f o r m i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i n  a n  R - 2  D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  
p r e m i s e s  3 6 1 1  I d a h o  A v e n u e ,  N .  W . ,  ( S q u a r e  1 9 5 7 ,  L o t  1 0 3 ) .  

HEARING DATE: May 1 6 ,  1 9 7 9  

D E C I S I O N  DATE - May 1 6 ,  1 9 7 9  ( ~ e n c h  D e c i s i o n )  

F INDINGS OF FACT: 

1 .  A t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  was f i r s t  b r o u g h t  
u p  a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  m a t t e r  b e c a u s e  t h e  a f f i d a v i t  o f  p o s t i n g  
r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  was p o s t e d  o n  Yay 1 0 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  s i x  d a y s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  t e n  d a y s .  
A t  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p o s t i n g  was 
a c t u a l l y  d o n e  o n  May 6, 1 9 7 9 .  The  d a t e  o n  t h e  a f f i d a v i t  was 
c o r r e c t e d  t o  r e a d  May 6 ,  1 9 7 9  a s  t h e  c o r r e c t  d a t e  o f  p o s t i n g ,  
a n d  was t h u s  f o u n d  t o  b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  S u p p l e m e n t a l  
R u l e s  o f  P r a c t i c e  a n d  P r o c e d u r e .  

2 .  The  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
I d a h o  A v e n u e  b e t w e e n  Q u e b e c  S t r e e t  a n d  P o r t e r  S t r e e t ,  N .  W .  I t  
i s  i n  a n  R - 2  D i s t r i c t  a n d  i s  k n o w n  a s  3 6 1 1  I d a h o  A v e n u e ,  N .  W .  

3.  The l o t  h a s  a n  a r e a  o f  4 ,800  s q u a r e  f e e t  a n d  i s  i m p r o v e d  
w i t h  a  t w o  s t o r y  d e t a c h e d  d w e l l i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  b e d r o o m s  
o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .  The  h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 0 5  a n d  i s  
a  n o n - c o n f o r m i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t s  r e l i e f  f r o m  t h e  s i d e  y a r d  r e q u i r e -  
m e n t s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  s i d e  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  d w e l l i n g .  T h e  
a p p l i c a n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  e n c l o s e  a n  e x i s t i n g  o p e n  ~ o r c h ~ o n  t h e  n o r t h  
s i d e  o f  t h e  d w e l l i n g  a n d  f u r t h e r  e x t e n d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
t w o  f e e t  t o  t h e  r e a r  a n d  t h r e e  f e e t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
p o r c h .  

5 .  The  a p p l i c a n t  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  h a v e  a  s i d e  y a r d  o f  e i g h t  
f e e t .  The  e x i s t i n g  s i d e  y a r d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  i s  t h r e e  f e e t .  
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With t h e  e x t e n s i o n s  t o  t h e  porch a s  proposed by t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  
t h e r e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be only t h r e e  f e e t  of s i d e  y a r d .  A 
v a r i a n c e  of f i v e  f e e t  i s  t hus  r e q u i r e d .  

6 .  The a d d i t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  bathroom and a  l a r g e  bedroom 
and s i t t i n g  a r e a .  

7 .  The proposed s t r u c t u r e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a d d i t i o n  w i l l  no t  
exceed t h e  b u i l d i n g  h e i g h t ,  o r  p e r c e n t a g e  of l o t  occupancy r e q u i r e -  
ments .  

8 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3-C by l e t t e r  d a t e d  
May 1 2 ,  1979,  took no p o s i t i o n  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

9 .  There was no o p p o s i t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  L A W  A N D  OPINION: 

Based on t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
i s  r e q u e s t i n g  an a r e a  v a r i a n c e ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of which r e q u i r e s  
t h e  showing of a  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i t s e l f .  
The Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  s tems from t h e  
e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  wi th  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t h r e e  f o o t  s i d e  y a r d ,  which 
w i l l  n o t  be d e c r e a s e d  by t h e  minor e x t e n t i o n  proposed .  The Board 
no tes  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has been i n  e x i s t e n c e  s i n c e  1925 and 
t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  porch w i l l  be e n c l o s e d  and t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
wi th  t h e  a d d i t i o n  w i l l  be no c l o s e r  t o  t h e  l o t  l i n e  than  t h e  
p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g .  The Board f u r t h e r  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 
o p p o s i t i o n .  

The Board t h e r e f o r e  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  proposed s t r u c t u r e  
w i l l  no t  be of s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  neighborhood nor 
w i l l  i t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose  and i n t e g r i t y  
of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  Accord ing ly ,  i t  i s  O R D E R E D  t h a t  t h e  
appl  i c a t i o n  be G R A N T E D .  

V O T E :  3-0 ( C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard Smi th ,  John G .  P a r s o n s ,  Char l e s  
R .  N o r r i s  t o  g r a n t ;  Wil l iam F .  McIntosh,  Leonard 
L .  McCants, no t  p r e s e n t ,  n o t  v o t i n g ) .  
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B Y  T H E  O R D E R  O F  T H E  D .  C .  B O A R D  O F  Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

A T T E S T E D  B Y :  
S T E V E N  E .  S H E R  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

U N D E R  S U B - S E C T I O N  8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  T H E  Z O N I N G  R E G U L A T I O N S  " N O  D E C I S I O N  
O R  O R D E R  O F  T H E  B O A R D  S H A L L  T A K E  E F F E C T  U N T I L  T E N  D A Y S  A F T E R  
H A V I N G  B E C O M E  F I N A L  P U R S U A N T  T O  T H E  S U P P L E M E N T A L  R U L E S  O F  P R A C T I C E  
A N D  P R O C E D U R E  B E F O R E  T H E  B O A R D  O F  Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T . "  

T H I S  O R D E R  O F  T H E  B O A R D  I S  V A L I D  F O R  A  P E R I O D  O F  S I X  M O N T H S  A F T E R  
T H E  E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  O F  T H I S  O R D E R ,  U N L E S S  W I T H I N  S U C H  P E R I O D  A N  
A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A  B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  OR C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  O C C U P A N C Y  
I S  F I L E D  W I T H  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L I C E N S E S ,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ,  A N D  
I N S P E C T I O N S .  


