
GOVERNMENT O F  THE DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t i on  No. 12958, of John F. and B e t t y  M .  B e l f i o r e ,  pu r suan t  
t o  Sub-sect ion 8207.2 o f  t h e  Zoning Regu la t i ons ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  
excep t ion  under Paragraph 5102.41 and S e c t i o n  7403 t o  con t inue  
t o  o p e r a t e  a  s t o r a g e  garage  and automobi le  r e p a i r s  i n  a  C-2-A 
D i s t r i c t  a t  premises  r e a r  1437 Newton S t r e e t ,  N.W.  (Square 2678, 
Lot  8 3 2 ) .  

HEARING DATE: June 1 3 ,  1979 
DECISION DATE: J u l y  11, 1979 

FINDINGS O F  FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  r e a r  of premises  
1437 Newton S t r e e t ,  N.W.  I t  i s  i n  a  C-2-A D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  To t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  a  Gian t  Food Market 
which f r o n t s  on 1 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  N.W.  To t h e  n o r t h  a t  abou t  a  d i s t a n c e  
of  100 f e e t  a r e  s i n g l e  fami ly  dwe l l i ngs  which f r o n t  on Meridian 
P l ace .  To t h e  w e s t  and sou th  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  a r e  apar tment  
houses p a r t i a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  by a l l e y s  from t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  

3. I n g r e s s  and e g r e s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  squa re  
i s  by means o f  two a l l e y s ,  one o f f  1 4 t h  S t r e e t  and one o f f  Meridian 
P l ace .  There i s  no driveway w i t h i n  twenty- f ive  f e e t  of an i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n .  

4 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  improved w i th  a  one-s tory  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  
which was b u i l t  abou t  1948. I t  was fo rmer ly  used a s  a  s t o r a g e  garage  
by t h e  C & P Telephone Company. 

5. By BZA Order No. 12148, da t ed  June 4 ,  1976, t h e  Board 
g r an t ed  permiss ion  t o  u se  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  a s  a  r e p a i r  ga rage ,  
no body and f ende r  work, f o r  a  p e r i o d  of  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

6.  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l e a s e d  t o  ~ i r l e w ' s  Auto S e r v i c e  
f o r  a u t o  r e p a i r  work and t o  Super Cab Co. f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  i t s  
c a r s  and r e p a i r  work. 
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7. The two lessees and one mechanic operate the business. 
The business consists of automatic transmissions and general 
repair work. There is no body or fender work. All cars are 
repaired in the interior of the building. All cars being repaired 
and the cabs are stored in the building during the night. 

8. The subject property can accommodate about fourteen cars. 
No more than five cars are under active repair work during a day. 
No part of the open portion of the lot is used for the parking 
of cars. 

9. The applicant testified that litter and debris problems 
were attributed to his property but that, in fact, such problems 
occurred on adjoining lot. The applicant had answered summonses 
and directed the D.C. Government officials to the proper owner. 

10. There is a letter on file from the aforementioned Giant 
Food Market in which it objected to the granting of the application 
on the grounds that gambling, public drinking and other nuisances 
occurred on the applicant's lot. There is a subsequent telegram, 
on file, in which Giant Food Market stated that it was mistaken, 
that it had confused the subject lot with another lot and that 
Giant was now supporting the application. 

11. Advisory Neighborhood Commission lA, by letter of July 9, 
1979, recommended that the application be granted on the grounds 
that the subject property is a well run facility. The ANC apolo- 
gized to the applicant in that it, Giant Food Market and other 
community groups were misinformed as to the proper parcel of land 
against which many complaints were raised. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based on the record, the Board concludes that the applicant 
has substantially complied with all the provisions of Paragraph 
5102.41 and Section 7402 of the Zoning Regulations. Based on the 
operating conditions for the last three years, the Board further 
concludes that the special exception can be granted as in harmony 
with the general intent and purpose of the Zoning Regulations and 
will not tend to affect adversely the use of neighboring property. 
Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the application is GRANTED subject 
to the CONDITION that approval shall be for a period of FIVE YEARS. 
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VOTE: 5-0 (Walter B. Lewis, Charles R. Norris, Chloethiel 
Woodard Smith, and Leonard L. McCants to GRANT, 
William F. McIntosh to GRANT by PROXY). 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E. SHER 
Executive Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 5 SE? 1979 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8204.3 OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION 
OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING 
BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND 
PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 
IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES, INVESTIGATIONS, AND 
INSPECTIONS. 


