
G O V E R N M E N T  OF T H E  
B O A R D  OF Z O N l N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 12984,  o f  F r e d e r i c k  Richmond a n d  Washington 
Mortgage Inves tment  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  S u b - s e c t i o n  
8207.2  o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  
under Paragraph 4 1 0 1 . 4 1  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  use of a pa rk ing  
l o t  i n  a n  S P - 2  D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises  1613-15-17 New 
Hampshire Avenue, N .  W . ,  ( Squa re  1 5 5 ,  Lots 829 a n d  8 3 0 ) .  

H E A R I N G  DATE: J u l y  1 8 ,  1 9 7 9  

D E C I S I O N  D A T E :  August 8 ,  1 9 7 9  

F I N D I N G S  O F  F A C T :  

1 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  New Hampshire Avenue a n d  
C o r c o r a n  S t r e e t ,  N .  W. I t  i s  k n o w n  a s  1 6 1 3 - 1 5 - 1 7  New 
Hampshire Avenue, N .  W. 

2 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 , 6 6 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  
in  a r e a .  Adjacent  t o  t h e  s i t e  o n  t h e  n o r t h  i s  a law o f f i c e  
a n d  t h e  Embassy o f  N ica ragua .  A p u b l i c  a l l e y  a d j o i n s  t h e  
pa rk ing  l o t  a t  t h e  r e a r .  Across New Hampshire Avenue from 
t h e  s i t e  i s  t h e  Washington h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Order of t h e  
E a s t e r n  S t a r .  

3 .  Sur rounding  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  a r e  a v a r i e t y  of  u s e s .  
Large apa r tmen t  b u i l d i n g s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o f f i c e s ,  a n d  d i p l o m a t i c  
uses a r e  f o u n d  a long  New Hampshire Avenue i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
t h e  s i t e .  A number of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a r e  found 
i n  t h e  a r e a .  To t h e  e a s t  of t h e  s i t e ,  t h e  1 7 0 0  block o f  
Corcoran S t r e e t  i s  composed p r i m a r i l y  o f  row h o u s e s .  A ne igh -  
b o r h o o d  commercial s t r i p  i s  found a t  1 7 t h  S t r e e t  one block 
e a s t  of t h e  s i t e .  A n  R - 5 - B  zone beg ins  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  s i t e  
o n  t h e  e a s t .  A n  R - 5 - C  D i s t r i c t  i s  found n o r t h  of " R "  S t r e e t ,  
N .  W .  

4 .  The s u b j e c t  pa rk ing  l o t  has been i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  
approx ima te ly  t en  y e a r s .  I t ' s  l a s t  c o n t i n u a n c e  was approved 
p u r s u a n t  t o  B o a r d  Order No. 1 2 3 6 2  d a t e d  Apr i l  1 5 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  f o r  a 
p e r i o d  of t w o  y e a r s .  

5 .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  r e q u e s t i n g  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t h e  use o f  t h e  l o t  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .  

6 .  A b r i c k  wal l  s e p e r a t e s  t h e  l o t  from New Hampshire 
Avenue a n d  C o r c o r a n  S t r e e t .  
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7 .  The p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  used t o  accommodate p a r k i n g  f o r  
v i s i t o r s  o f  t h e  General  G r a n d  Chapter  Order of t h e  E a s t e r n  
S t a r ,  The Woman's Na t iona l  Democrat ic  C l u b ,  The Washington 
School of P s y c h i a t r y ,  a s  wel l  a s  v a r i o u s  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a w  
o f f i c e s  a n d  a p a r t m e n t s .  

8 .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposed  t o  s u b d i v i d e  l o t s  829 a n d  
830 i n t o  one l o t  of r e c o r d ,  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
a n i n e  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  s i t e .  

9 .  This  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  boundar i e s  of  
the D u p o n t  C i r c l e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  The s u b d i v i s i o n  was 
de l ayed  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  1 8 0  days .  The o r d e r  d e l a y i n g  t h e  
s u b d i v i s i o n  was e n t e r e d  o n  December 2 9 ,  1978,  a n d  has s i n c e  
e x p i r e d .  The a p p l i c a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  he were p e r m i t t e d  
t o  d o  s o ,  he would c o n s t r u c t  a b u i l d i n g  on t h e  s i t e  a s  soon 
a s  p o s s i b l e .  

1 0 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2 - B  by r e p o r t  d a t e d  
February  18 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  recommended approva l  o f  t h e  l o t  p rovided  
t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  s i g n  o n  t h e  l o t  be removed, a n d  t h a t  t h e  l o t  
be unchained a f t e r  6 : O O  P . M .  f o r  use by r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  
ne ighborhood.  

1 1 .  The Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  by r e p o r t  d a t e d  
J u l y  2 7 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  recommended approva l  of  t h e  l o t  be g r a n t e d  
only i f  pa rk ing  o n  t h e  l o t  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s h o r t  term p a r k -  
ing  of s i x  hours  or  l e s s .  The B o a r d  f i n d s  u p o n  examina t ion  
of t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h a t  t h i s  l o t  i s  used p r i m a r i l y  t o  s e r v e  
v i s i t o r s  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  o n  a 
s h o r t  term b a s i s .  

1 2 .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  from s u r r o u n d i n g  
b u s i n e s s e s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

1 3 .  The D u p o n t  C i r c l e  C i t i z e n s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  by l e t t e r  
da t ed  June 1 7 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  recommended e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  l o t  f o r  a 
p e r i o d  of  s i x  months o n l y ,  p rovided  t h a t  t h e  l o t  i s  n o t  used 
f o r  commuter p a r k i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  s i g n  i s  removed a n d  t h a t  
t he  l o t  remains open a n d  unchained a t  n i g h t  f o r  use o f  ne igh -  
b o r h o o d  r e s i d e n t s .  

1 4 .  There was no  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n .  

C O N C L U S I O N  O F  LAW A N D  OPINIONS: 

The a p p l i c a n t  i s  r e q u e s t i n g  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under 
P a r a g r a p h  4 1 0 1 . 4 1 .  This  P a r a g r a p h  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  
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e f f e c t i v e  O c t o b e r  5 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p r o v i d e s ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  i t e m s ,  t h a t  
a p a r k i n g  l o t  i n  e x i s t e n c e  o n  O c t o b e r  5 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  may be 
p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  Board t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  a p e r i o d  
n o t  t o  e x c e e d  f o u r  y e a r s  f rom t h e  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
C e r t i f i c a t e  of  Occupancy e x p i r e s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  l o t  does  n o t  
p r o v i d e  a l l - d a y  commuter p a r k i n g .  The B o a r d  n o t e s  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  may be p e r m i t t e d  t o  
r e q u e s t  a c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t .  The Board n o t e s  
t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  an i n t e n t i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  
s i t e  o r  s e l l  t h e  s i t e  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  
The Board h a s  g i v e n  g r e a t  w e i g h t  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  and c o n c e r n s  
o f  t h e  A N C  as  i s  r e q u i r e d  by s t a t u t e .  

The Board c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  by i m p o s i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  on t h i s  
Order  a s  t o  a f i n a l  one  y e a r  a p p r o v a l  of  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and 
a p r o v i s o  t h a t  under  no c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w i l l  t h e r e  be commuter 
p a r k i n g  a l l o w e d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  can 
be g r a n t e d  a s  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  P a r a g r a p h  4101.41  o f  t h e  
Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  I t ' s  use  a n d  d e s i g n  a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  
become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  f u t u r e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  w i l l  n o t  be a f f e c t e d  a d v e r s e l y  
by t h e  l i m i t e d  t e r m s  of use a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t  s e r v e s  e i t h e r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s  or p r o v i d e s  s h o r t  t e r m  p a r k i n g  f o r  r e t a i l  
s e r v i c e  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  u s e s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  i s  O R D E R E D  
t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  G R A N T E D  SUBJECT TO T H E  F O L L O W I N G  C O N -  
D I T I  ONS : 

a .  The p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  s e r v e  e i t h e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  
u s e s  or p r o v i d e  s h o r t - t e r m  p a r k i n g  f o r  r e t a i l ,  s e r v i c e  
and p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  u s e s ,  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  p r o v i d e  
a l l - d a y  commuter p a r k i n g .  

b .  Approval  o f  t h i s  p a r k i n g  l o t  s h a l l  e x p i r e  one y e a r  

c .  A l l  a r e a s  d e v o t e d  t o  d r i v e w a y s ,  a c c e s s  l a n e s ,  a n d  

f rom t h e  d a t e  of  t h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  namely ,  A u g u s t  8 ,  1980 

p a r k i n g  a r e a s  s h a l l  be m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  a p a v i n g  of 
m a t e r i a l  f o r m i n g  a n  a l l - w e a t h e r  i m p e r v i o u s  s u r f a c e .  

a l o n g  e a c h  s i d e  o f  a l l  d r i v e w a y s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  
s p a c e .  

d .  A n  e i g h t  i n c h  c o p i n g  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  

e .  Bumber s t o p s  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  

f .  No v e h i c l e  o r  any p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  

p r o t e c t i o n  of  a l l  a d j o i n i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  

Q r o j e c t  o v e r  any l o t  or b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  o n  or o v e r  
t h e  p u b l i c  s p a c e .  
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g .  A l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  l o t  s h a l l  b e  k e p t  f r e e  o f  r e f u s e  o r  
d e b r i s  a n d  s h a l l  b e  p a v e d  o r  l a n d s c a p e d .  L a n d s c a p i n g  
s h a l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  a h e a l t h y  g r o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n  
a n d  i n  a n e a t  a n d  o r d e r l y  a p p e a r a n c e .  

h .  No o t h e r  u s e  s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  f r o m  o r  u p o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  
a n d  n o  s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  
s h a l l  b e  e r e c t e d  o r  u s e d  u p o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  u n l e s s  s u c h  
u s e  o r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  z o n i n g  
d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d .  

i. A n y  l i g h t i n g  u s e d  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  o r  i t s  
a c c e s s o r y  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  b e  s o  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  a l l  d i r e c t  
r a y s  o f  s u c h  l i g h t i n g  a r e  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  
p a r k i n g  l o t .  

VOTE: 4 - 0  ( C h a r l e s  R .  N o r r i s ,  W i l l i a m  F .  M c I n t o s h ,  L e o n a r d  L .  
M c C a n t s  a n d  C h l o e t h i e l  W o o d a r d  S m i t h  t o  g r a n t ) .  

B Y  O R D E R  OF THE D I S T R I C T  OF COLUMBIA B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED B Y :  
STEVEN E .  S H E R  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE OF O R D E R :  

U N D E R  SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE Z O N I N G  REGULATIONS " N O  D E C I S I O N  
OR O R D E R  OF THE B O A R D  SHALL TAKE EFFECT U N T I L  TEN D A Y S  AFTER 
H A V I N G  B E C O M E  F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE 
A N D  P R O C E D U R E  BEFORE THE B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT." 

T H I S  O R D E R  OF THE B O A R D  I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  O R D E R ,  UNLESS W I T H I N  S U C H  P E R I O D  A N  
APPLICATION FOR A B U I L D I N G  PERMIT OR C E R T I F I C A T E  OF O C C U P A N C Y  I S  
F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  L ICENSES,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ,  A N D  
INSPECTIONS.  


