GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

BZA Application No. 13270, of District Advisory Board,

Church of the Nazarene, Community of Hope, pursuant to
Sub-section 8207.2 of the Zoning Regulations, for a special
exception under Paragraph 3104.46 to use the first floor of
the subject premises as a Community Service Center in an R-5-B
District at the premises 1417 Belmont Street, N. W., (Square
26661, Lot 824).

HEARING DATE: July 16, 1980

DECISION DATE: September 3, 1980

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The subject property is located in an R-5-B District
on the north side of Belmont Street between 14th and 15th
Streets, N. W.

2. The site is rectangular in shape, having sixty-five
feet of frontage on Belmont Street and a depth of 150 feet.
The entire site is occupied by a four story brick and store
building. The building was built in 1915. The last recorded
Certificate of Occupancy, No. B-40843 was issued May 8, 1963
for an apartment house on all four floors.

3. There are existing apartment buildings and row
dwellings to the north, west and south. in the R-5-B District.
To the east across a twenty foot alley, is a vacant lot in the
C-M-2 District.

4. The applicant has received a demonstration grant
from the District of Columbia Government to renovate the
building. The renovation work is in progress. The second,
third, and fourth floors will contain nineteen apartment
units to accommodate families in need of emergency shelters.

5. The applicant proposes to operate a community service
center on the first floor of the building. In accordance
with Paragraph 3104.46, a special exception is required.
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6. The center would provide space for a variety
of neighborhood programs including legal aid, health services
and emergency food and clothing distribution.

7. There will be four persons employed at the center,
who will be assisted by additional volunteers. The center
will be open from 10:00 A. M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday, and from 6:00 P.M. to 9:30 P.M. on
Thursday. No food will be prepared at the center.

8. There will be no structural alterations to the
building except those required by other municipal law or
regulations.

9. The services of the center will be open to all
residents of the District of Columbia but are primarily
intended for the residents of the immediate neighborhood. The
immediate neighborhood consists of persons and families rang-
ing in social-economic status from unemployed low income
to upper middle class. The center will service between twenty
and twenty-five persons per day from the community.

10. The Office of Planning and Development, by memorandum
dated June 27, 1980, recommended that the application be
granted. The Office of Planning and Development was of the
opinion that the proposed community service center is a
necessary and convenient neighborhood facility. The OPD was
of the view , that the temporary facility will not be objec=
tionable to neighborhood, but will instead provide a compassionate
service to people when faced with the serious dilemma of no
shelter. The OPD recommended that this special exception be
approved for a period of three years, which is the maximum time
period allowed by the Zoning Regulations, after which time the
Board may review such authorization. The Board agrees with
the findings and recommendations of the OPD.

12. There was substantial support for the application
from residents of the surrounding neighborhood and from other
community support organizations both within and outside the
area. There is a petition in the record in support of the
application, including the names of many residents of Belmont
and Chapin Streets.

13. There was one letter in opposition, which cited potential
adverse effects of noise, loitering and destruction of property.
The letter alleged that approval of the application would
discourage prospective homeowners from rehabilitating the
several vacant structures in the block. The letter further
alleged that all homeowners in the block were not notified.
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14. As to the points raised in opposition, the record
reflects that all persons entitled to receive notice were
notified of the hearing. Further, the substantial weight
of all the testimony and evidence is that the proposed center
would not be objectionable and would provide a valuable neigh-
borhood service. The Board so finds.

15. There was no report from Advisory Neighborhood 1-B.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION:

Based on the findings of fact and the evidence of record,
the Board concludes that the applicant is seeking a special
exception. In order to be granted such an exception, the
applicant must demonstrate that it has complied with the
requirements of Paragraph 3104.46 and Sub-section 8207.2 of
the Zoning Regulations. The Board concludes that the applicant
has so complied. The great majority of the evidence and
testimony is that the proposed center will not be objectionable,
and will provide a service to the area. The Board further
concludes that the special exception can be granted as in
harmony with the general purpose and intent of the zoning
regulations and maps and will not tend to affect adversely
the use of neighboring propery in accordance with said regula-
tions and maps. It is therefore ordered that the application
is granted, subject to the following conditions:

1. Approval shall be for a period of three years.
2. Approval shall be limited to a community service

center operated by the applicant only.

VOTE: 4-0 (Walter B. lLewis, Connie Fortune and Charles R.
Norris to GRANT, William F. McIntosh to grant
by proxy: Leonard L. McCants not present, not
voting) .

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

ATTESTED BY : h;\g M\

STEVEN E. SHER
Executivd Director

30 StF 1980

FINAL DATE OF ORDER:
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UNDER SUB-SECTION 8204.3 OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION
OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER
HAVING BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRAC-
TICE AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT.

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX NONTHS
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH
PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF
OCCUPANCY IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES, INVESTI-
GATIONS, AND INSPECTIONS.



