
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 13271, o f  Edgewood B a p t i s t  Church, p u r s u a n t  t o  
Paragraph 8207.11 of  t h e  Zoning R e f f u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a  v a r i a n c e  
from t h e  r e a r  y a r d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  (Sub-sec t ion  3304.1 and Para-  
g raph  7107.22) t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  two s t o r y  r e a r  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  
church  which is  a  non-conforming s t r u c t u r e  i n  a n  R-5-A D i s t r i c t  
a t  t h e  p remises  3408 C S t r e e t ,  S .E . ,  (Sauare  5426, L o t s  23 
and 2 4 ) .  

HEARING DATE: June  1 8 ,  1980 
DECISION DATE: J u l y  2 ,  1980 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
C S t r e e t  between 34 th  S t r e e t  and Minnesota Avenue, S.E. and i s  
known a s  3408 C S t r e e t ,  S.E. I t  i s  i n  a n  R-5-A D i s t r i c t .  

2. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  i r r e g u l a r  i n  shape .  I t  i s  54.10 
f e e t  wide on C S t r e e t  and 120 f e e t  wide t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  s i t e .  
I t  i s  8,890.68 s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  a r e a .  The s i t e  i s  improved w i t h  
a  two-s tory  b r i c k  church .  The church  i s  f o r t y  f e e t  wide and 
s i x t y  f e e t  deep.  I n  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  church ,  on i t s  e a s t  s i d e  
i s  a  c o n c r e t e  pad t h a t  h a s  an  a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g  u n i t  on t o p  and 
a  f u r n a c e  room down below. 

3. Behind t h e  church ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i s  a  proposed twenty  
f o o t  a l l e y .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  a l l e y  i s  a  p a r k i n g  l o t  which 
s e r v i c e s  an  a p a r t m e n t  house  complex n o r t h  o f  it, To t h e  e a s t  
of  t h e  s u b j e c t  church  i s  a  l a r g e  apar tment  house .  To t h e  w e s t  
a r e  d w e l l i n g s .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  two-s tory  r e a r  
a d d i t i o n  on t h e  w e s t ,  r e a r  o f  t h e  church .  The proposed a d d i t i o n  
w i l l  b e  f i f t e e n  f e e t  by twe lve  f e e t  and w i l l  be  l ined-up  w i t h  
t h e  h e r e t o f o r e  d e s c r i b e d  c o n c r e t e  pad on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  
church .  

5 .  The church  has  p r e s e n t l y  t h r e e  rooms which are used a s  
d i n i n g  a r e a s ,  o f f i c e s  and a  day nurse ry  o f f i c e .  The proposed 
a d d i t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  changing room f o r  t h e  c h o i r  and an  
o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  p a s t o r .  
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6. The Zoning Regulat ions  r e q u i r e  a  r e a r  yard of twenty 
f e e t .  The a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  be p rov id ing  4.47 f e e t  and w i l l  r e q u i r e  
a  va r i ance  of 15.53 f e e t .  

7. The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  func t ion ing  
a s  a  church e l i m i n a t e s  a r e a s  where t h e  a d d i t i o n  can be p l aced ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  purpose of t h e  a d d i t i o n  d i c t a t e s  a  c e r t a i n  
s e c t i o n  of t h e  church.  The west  s i d e  yard  i s  11.8 f e e t  wide. 
The e a s t  s i d e  ya rd  i s  13.0 f e e t  wide. The west  s i d e  yard  i s  nex t  
t o  dwel l ings .  P l ac ing  an a d d i t i o n  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  would e l i m i n a t e  
pews and t h e  open space of t h e  church where t h e  congregat ion 
g a t h e r s .  

8. The p u b l i c  a l l e y  behind t h e  church i s  a  proposed a l l e y .  
I f  completed it would run no longer  t han  1 0 0  f e e t .  I f  t h e  a l l e y  
were b u i l t  i t  would dead end a t  t h e  end of t h e  church p rope r ty  
a t  t h e  apartment house complex. 

9 .  There were no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
p u b l i c  hea r ing  o r ' o f  record .  

1 0 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 6C made no recommenda- 
t i o n  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based on t h e  r eco rd ,  t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
i s  seek ing  an a r e a  va r i ance ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of which r e q u i r e s  a  
showing of  a  p r a c t i c a 1 , d i f f i c u l t y  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p rope r ty  i t s e l f .  
The s i t e  i s  i r r e g u l a r  i n  shape.  Any a d d i t i o n  would b e s t  be s i t e d  
t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  p rope r ty .  To t h e  rEar i s  an a l l e y  and beyond 
i t  open space.  Such a  l o c a t i o n  would no t  i n t r u d e  upon l i g h t ,  
a i r  and t h e  pr ivacy  of  surrounding bu i ld ings .  The Board concludes 
t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p rope r ty .  The 
Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  can be gran ted  wi thout  
s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r imen t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and wi thou t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
impai r ing  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  zone p l an .  
Accordingly,  i t  i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED. 

VOTE: 3-0 (Connie For tune,  William F.  McIntosh and Leonard L.  
McCants t o  GRANT; Char les  R.  Nor r i s  no t  v o t i n g ,  
n o t  having heard t h e  c a s e ) .  
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BY ORDER O F  THE D.C.  B3ARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

/& - 
A T T E S T E D  BY: 

STEVEN E .  S H E R  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE O F  ORDER: 2 5 AUG 1380 

UNDER S U B - S E C T I O N  8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO D E C I S I O N  
OR ORDER O F  THE BOARD S H A L L  TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  TEN DAYS A F T E R  
HAVING BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES O F  
P R A C T I C E  AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT."  

T H I S  ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS 
A F T E R  THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH 
P E R I O D  AN A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  OR C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  
OCCUPANCY I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  L I C E N S E S ,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S  
AND I N S P E C T I O N S .  


