
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 13271, o f  Edgewood B a p t i s t  Church, p u r s u a n t  t o  
Paragraph  8207.11 o f  t h e  Zoning Reciu la t ions ,  f o r  a v a r i a n c e  
from t h e  rear y a r d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  (Sub- sec t ion  3304.1 and Para-  
g raph  7 1 0 7 . 2 2 )  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a two s t o r y  rear a d d i t i o n  t o  a 
church  which i s  a non-conforming s t r u c t u r e  i n  a n  R-5-A D i s t r i c t  
a t  t h e  p remises  3408 C S t r ee t ,  S . E . ,  (Saua re  5426, Lo t s  23 
and 2 4 ) .  

HEARING DATE: June  1 8 ,  1 9 8 0  
D E C I S I O N  DATE: J u l y  2 ,  1980 

- F I N D I N G S  O F  FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
C S t ree t  between 34th  S t r ee t  and Minnesota  Avenue, S . E .  and i s  
known as 3408 C S t r e e t ,  S.E. I t  i s  i n  a n  R-5-A D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  i r r e g u l a r  i n  shape .  I t  i s  54.10 
f e e t  wide on C S t r e e t  and 1 2 0  f e e t  wide t o  t h e  rear  o f  t h e  s i t e .  
I t  i s  8 ,890 .68  s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  area.  The s i t e  i s  improved w i t h  
a two-s tory  b r i c k  church .  The church  i s  f o r t y  f e e t  wide and 
s i x t y  f e e t  deep .  I n  t h e  rear o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  on i t s  eas t  s i d e  
i s  a c o n c r e t e  pad t h a t  h a s  a n  a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g  u n i t  on t o p  and 
a f u r n a c e  room down below. 

3. Behind t h e  c h u r c h ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i s  a p roposed  twenty  
f o o t  a l l e y .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  a l l e y  i s  a p a r k i n g  l o t  which 
s e r v i c e s  a n  a p a r t m e n t  house complex n o r t h  of  it. To t h e  e a s t  
of  t h e  s u b j e c t  church  i s  a l a r g e  apa r tmen t  house .  To t h e  w e s t  
are d w e l l i n g s .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a two-s tory  rear  
a d d i t i o n  on t h e  w e s t ,  rear o f  t h e  church .  The proposed  a d d i t i o n  
w i l l  b e  f i f t e e n  f e e t  by twe lve  f e e t  and w i l l  b e  l i ned -up  w i t h  
t h e  h e r e t o f o r e  d e s c r i b e d  c o n c r e t e  pad  on t h e  ea s t  s i d e  of  t h e  
church .  

5 .  The church  h a s  p r e s e n t l y  t h r e e  rooms which are used  as 
d i n i n g  areas,  o f f i c e s  and a day nu r se ry  o f f i c e .  The proposed  
a d d i t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a changing  room f o r  t h e  c h o i r  and an  
o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  p a s t o r .  
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6 .  The Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  a rear y a r d  o f  twenty  
f e e t .  The a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  be p r o v i d i n g  4 . 4 7  f e e t  and w i l l  r e q u i r e  
a v a r i a n c e  of  15 .53  f e e t .  

7 .  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  
as a church  e l i m i n a t e s  areas where t h e  a d d i t i o n  can  be  p l a c e d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  pu rpose  of t h e  a d d i t i o n  d i c t a t e s  a c e r t a i n  
s e c t i o n  of t h e  church .  The w e s t  s i d e  y a r d  i s  1 1 . 8  f e e t  wide .  
The ea s t  s i d e  y a r d  i s  13 .0  f e e t  wide .  The w e s t  s i d e  y a r d  i s  n e x t  
t o  d w e l l i n g s .  P l a c i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n  on t h e  eas t  s i d e  would e l i m i n a t e  
pews and t h e  open space  of  t h e  church  where t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
g a t h e r s .  

8 .  The p u b l i c  a l l e y  beh ind  t h e  church  i s  a proposed  a l l e y .  
I f  completed it would r u n  no l o n g e r  t h a n  1 0 0  f e e t .  I f  t h e  a l l e y  
w e r e  b u i l t  it would dead  end a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  church  p r o p e r t y  
a t  t h e  apa r tmen t  house complex. 

9 .  There w e r e  no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o r  o f  r e c o r d .  

1 0 .  Advisory  Neighborhood Commission - 6C made no recommenda- 
t i o n  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW: 

Based on t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
i s  s e e k i n g  an area v a r i a n c e ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of which r e q u i r e s  a 
showing o f  a p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i t s e l f .  
The s i t e  i s  i r r e g u l a r  i n  shape .  Any a d d i t i o n  would b e s t  b e  s i t e d  
t o  t h e  rear of t h e  p r o p e r t y .  T o  t h e  r-r i s  a n  a l l e y  and beyond 
it open s p a c e .  Such a l o c a t i o n  would n o t  i n t r u d e  upon l i g h t ,  
a i r  and t h e  p r i v a c y  of s u r r o u n d i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  The Board conc ludes  
t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  The 
Board f u r t h e r  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  can  b e  g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  pu rpose  and i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  zone p l a n .  
Accord ing ly ,  it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED.  

VOTE: 3-0 (Connie F o r t u n e ,  W i l l i a m  F .  McIntosh and Leonard L.  
McCants t o  GRz1NT; C h a r l e s  R.  Norr is  n o t  v o t i n g ,  
n o t  hav ing  h e a r d  t h e  ca se ) .  
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BY ORDER O F  THE D . C .  EDARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 

BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

1s 
F I N A L  DATE O F  ORDER: 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO D E C I S I O N  
OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BECOI" F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF 
P R A C T I C E  AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS 
AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH 
P E R I O D  AN A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  OR C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  
OCCUPANCY I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  L I C E N S E S ,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S  
AND I N S P E C T I O N S .  


