GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

Application No. 13440, of Leigh Hantho, pursuant to Paragraph 8207.11
of the Zoning Regulations, for a variance from the prohibition against
allowing an open parking space within ten feet of the wall of a
multiple dwelling containing openings designed to provide light or
ventilation (Paragraph 7205.22) in an R-5-B District at the premises
1755 Willard Street, N.W., (Square 151, Lot 203).

HEARING DATE: February 18 and March 4, 1981
DECISION DATE: April 1, 1981

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The subject application was originally scheduled for the
public hearing of February 18, 198l. The owner of the subject
premises was not present and the representative present had no letter
from the owners to process the application. The case was continued
to March 4, 1981.

2. The subject site is located on the north side of Willard
Street between 17th and 18th Streets, N.W. and is known as premises
1755 Willard Street, N.W. It is in an R-5-B District.

3. The subject site is 20.27 feet wide and 58.75 feet deep and
is improved with a two story with basement row structure. There is a
partial loft space that faces on Willard Street. A Certificate of
Occupancy was issued on May 8, 1957 for the use of the subject property
as a two family flat, first and second floors.

4. The applicant proposes to use the basement, first and second
floors of the subject premises as an apartment house of four units.
The R-5-B District is the proper zone for the proposed use. The
applicant can provide the required one on-site parking space measuring
nine by nineteen feet, but the space would be within ten feet of the
subject structure which contains rear windows.

5. There is a public alley to the rear of the subject site that
measures 10.25 feet. The rear yard depth of the site measures 16.75
feet. The applicant proposes to create one parking space in the rear
yard that will be placed parallel to the alley. The subject Willard
Street runs one block long and traffic is one-way. The applicant
testified that parking space on the street is at a premium. The appli-
cant testified that he can come off the alley to the proposed park-
ing space.
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6. The subject property is owned by a general partnership.
Three of the partners will each occupy one unit. The fourth unit
will be rented or sold. The Board noted that the application was
listed in an individual owner's name and requested that the applicant
submit authority from the other partners for Mr. Hantho to represent
them. Such evidence was submitted.

7. Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 1C made no recommenda-
tion on the application.

8. There was one letter of opposition to the application on
the grounds that the site proposed for the parking space does not
allow for maneuverbility of a car.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:

Based on the record, the Board concludes that the applicant
is seeking an area variance, the granting of which requires proof
of a practical difficulty that is inherent in the property. The
Board concludes that the depth of the rear yard and the fact that
the site has no side yards creates the practical difficulty. The
Board further notes the lack of parking facilities on the street.
The Board is also aware that seventy-five percent of the building
will be occupied by owners who will be aware of the parking difficulty.
The Board further concludes that the relief can be granted without
substantial detriment to the public good and without substantially
impairing the intent, purpose and integrity of the zone plan.
Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the application is GRANTED.

VOTE: 4-0 (Walter B. Lewis, William F. McIntosh and Connie Fortune
to GRANT; Douglas J. Patton to GRANT by PROXY; Charles
R. Norris not voting, not having heard the case).

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

ATTESTED BY: }t«\ E M*

STEVEN E. SHER
Executive Director

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 6 JUL 1981
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UNDER SUB-SECTION 8204.3 OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION OR
ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING
BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND
PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT."

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER

THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY IS

FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES, INVESTIGATIONS, AND INSPECTIONS.



