
GOVERNMENT O F  THE DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 13446 of  t h e  Department of  Housing and Community 
Development, pu r suan t  t o  Sub-sect ion  8207.2 o f  t h e  Zoning Regula- 
t i o n s ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  excep t i on  under  Paragraph 3104.46 t o  u s e  t h e  
basement p o r t i o n  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  p remises  a s  a  community s e r v i c e  
c e n t e r  ( food  s t o r e )  i n  an R-5-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p remises  1011 - 7 t h  
S t r e e t ,  S .E. ,  (Square  881, Lot  30) . 
HEARING DATE: A p r i l  22,  1981 
DECISION DATE: May 6 ,  1981 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  nor thwes t  c o r n e r  of  
t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  7 t h  and L  S t r e e t s ,  S .E. ,  i n  an R-5-B zone D i s -  
t r i c t  a t  p remises  known a s  1011 - 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  S.E. 

2.  The s i t e  i s  p r e s e n t l y  improved w i t h  a  two s t o r y  and basement 
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  which i s  p a r t  of t h e  Ar thu r  Capper Housing p r o j e c t .  

3. The basement space  i s  used by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a s  a  community 
s e r v i c e  food s t o r e  s e r v i n g  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  housing p r o j e c t  and t h e  
su r round ing  a r e a .  

4 .  The s e r v i c e  s t o r e  began o p e r a t i o n  i n  1970 a t  1101 - 7 t h  
S t r e e t ,  S.E. T h i s  b u i l d i n g  d e t e r i o r a t e d  and i n  1973, t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
moved t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  p remises .  The l a s t  app rova l  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  
s t o r e  was i s s u e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  Boa rd ' s  Order No. 12296, d a t e d  
March 7, 1977. 

5.  The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  community 
s e r v i c e  food s t o r e  i n  t h e  basement of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  No s t r u c t u r a l  
changes a r e  proposed,  and t h e  c e n t e r  o p e r a t e s  a s  a  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n .  

6.  The Boa rd ' s  p r i o r  app rova l  e x p i r e d  on March 7 ,  1979. The 
a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  d e l a y  i n  f i l i n g  a  new a p p l i c a t i o n  was 
caused by an o v e r s i g h t .  The pe rson  g e n e r a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  making 
BZA a p p l i c a t i o n  took  a  l e a v e  o f  absence ,  and t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of  t h e  
C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy went unn0tice.d f o r  a - p e r i a d  of t i m e .  Once 
aware of  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  f i l e d  a  new a p p l i c a t i o n .  

7 .  There was no r e p o r t  o f  Advisory  Neighborhood Commission 2D 
on t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  
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8 .  T h e  O f f i c e  of P l a n n i n g  and D e v e l o p m e n t  by r epo r t  dated A p r i l  
1 7 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  and t e s t i m o n y  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing ,  r e c o m m e n d e d  approval 
of t h e  app l i ca t ion  on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  food cooperative provides 
a m u c h  needed service t o  t h e  housing project  and sur round ing  area, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  because large food stores are d i s t a n t ,  and t h a t  t h e  
f a c i l i t y  has  operated e f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  a n u m b e r  of years w i t h o u t  
c r e a t i n g  object ionable c o n d i t i o n s  due t o  t r a f f i c  and n o i s e  i n  t h e  area. 
T h e  B o a r d  so f i n d s .  

9 .  T h e r e  w a s  no oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

B a s e d  on t h e  foregoing f i n d i n g s  of f ac t  and t h e  evidence of record, 
t h e  B o a r d  concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  m e e t s  t h e  require-  
m e n t s  of P a r a g r a p h  3 1 0 4 . 4 6  of t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  proposed u s e  
w i l l  have no adverse a f f ec t  upon neighboring or  a d j o i n i n g  propert ies.  
T h e  store i s  necessary and convenient  t o  t h e  neighborhood. T h e  u s e  
can be gran ted  as i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of 
t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  appl ica-  

- t i o n  i s  hereby GRANTED fo r  a per iod of THREE YEARS. 

VOTE: 3-0  ( D o u g l a s  J. P a t t o n  and C o n n i e  F o r t u n e  t o  g r a n t ;  W i l l i a m  F .  
McIntosh t o  g r a n t  by proxy; C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s  and John G. 
P a r s o n s  n o t  v o t i n g ,  n o t  having heard t h e  c a s e ) .  

BY ORDER O F  THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
. . 

/ 

ATTESTED BY: f :,$&&& 
STEVEN E .  SHER/ 7 
E x e c u t i v e  ~ i rector  

@< '1 ;I .\  .. - .  
FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION OR 
ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING 
BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND PRO 
CEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN APPLICATION 
FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY I S  F I L E D  WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF L I C E N S E S ,  INVESTIGATIONS,  AND INSPECTIONS.  


