
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  13763, o f  t h e  Reserve O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub- sec t ion  8207.2 o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  
a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  Paragraph  4 1 0 1 . 4 4  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  area 
o f  a n  a r c a d e  t o  be e n c l o s e d  i n  an e x i s t i n g  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
a n o n - p r o f i t  b r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  an  SP-2 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p remises  
1 0 1  C o n s t i t u t i o n  Avenue, N . E . ,  (Square  7 2 6 ,  Lo t  1 0 )  . 
HEARING DATE : June  9 ,  1982 
DECISION DATE: J u l y  7 ,  1982 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  
o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of F i r s t  Street  and C o n s t i t u t i o n  Avenue, N . E .  
I t  i s  i n  an SP-2 D i s t r i c t  a t  premises  known as 1 0 1  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
Avenue, N . E .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  c o n t a i n s  approx ima te ly  6,709 s q u a r e  
f e e t  o f  l a n d  area and i s  improved w i t h  a f i v e - s t o r y  o f f i c e  b u i l d -  
i n g  which has  approx ima te ly  27,345 s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  g r o s s  f l o o r  area 
The s t r u c t u r e  i s  owned and occup ied  as t h e  N a t i o n a l  Headquar t e r s  
o f  t h e  Reserve O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  of t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes ,  a non- 
p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

3 .  North of t h e  subject p r o p e r t y  across C o n s t i t u t i o n  Avenue 
i s  t h e  E v e r e t t  Dirkson S e n a t e  O f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  To t h e  no r thwes t  
i s  t h e  R icha rd  R u s s e l l  S e n a t e  O f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  and d i r e c t l y  w e s t  
a c r o s s  F i r s t  Street are t h e  U.S. C a p i t o l  grounds.  To t h e  ea s t  
and s o u t h  are a l so  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes  t o  enclose t h c e e  of  f i v e  a r c h e s  
o f  an  open a r c a d e  on t h e  eas t  s i d e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The b u i l d i n g  
h a s  a r c a d e s  on t h r e e  s i d e s ,  w i t h  no a r c a d e s  f o r  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e .  
The t h r e e  a r c h e s  on t h e  eas t  side w i l l  be e n c l o s e d  w i t h  l i m e s t o n e  
p a n e l s  which w i l l  match t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l .  

5 .  The proposed e n c l o s u r e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a c h a p e l  o f  approx i -  
ma te ly  1 1 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  and s t o r a g e  space  o f  approx ima te ly  260  
square feet  t o t a l i n g  370  square f e e t .  
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6 .  T h i s  Board p r e v i o u s l y  approved a p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  8820  
on August 31, 1 9 6 6 ,  which p e r m i t t e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
e x i s t i n g  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  The f l o o r  area ca l cu la t ions  approved 
i n  BZA Order  N o .  8820 i n c l u d e d  t h e  f l o o r  area o f  t h e  arcades 
and t h u s  t h e  e n c l o s u r e  of p a r t  of t h e  arcade w i l l  n o t  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  f l o o r  area. 

7 .  The proposed e n c l o s u r e  would be o n l y  minimal ly  v i s i b l e  
from C o n s t i t u t i o n  Avenue. 

8 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C a p i t o l  H i l l  
H i s to r i c  D i s t r i c t .  

9 .  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  h a s  been  
g i v e n  p r e l i m i n a r y  a p p r o v a l  by t h e  J o i n t  Committee on Landmarks, 
and t h a t  it h a s  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  from t h e  F ine  A r t s  Commission 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  it has  no o b j e c t i o n .  

10. The O f f i c e  of  P lann ing  and Development, by r e p o r t  dated 
June 4 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  recommended approva l  of t h e  proposed a p p l i c a t i o n  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  t he  proposed use  would be i n  harmony w i t h  e x i s t i n g  
u s e s  and s t r u c t u r e s  on ne ighbor ing  p r o p e r t y  and it would n o t  
create dangerous or  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  area. 
The Board so  f i n d s .  

11. The A r c h i t e c t  of t h e  C a p i t o l  by l e t t e r  dated June  3 0 ,  
1982 s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  proposed a p p l i c a t i o n .  

1 2 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6 B ,  by l e t t e r  d a t e d  
May 31, 1982, recommended a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  proposed a p p l i c a t i o n  
s i n c e  t h e r e  would be no change i n  FAR and t h a t  t he  s p e c i a l  excep- 
t i o n  can  be  g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose  and 
i n t e g r i t y  of t he  zone p l a n .  The Board concurs  i n  t h e  ANC recom- 
mendat ion.  

13 .  There i s  also a l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  f i l e d  
by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Reform F e d e r a t i o n ,  I n c . ,  a t  1 2 0  Maryland 
Avenue, N.E.  

15.  No one appeared  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

Based on t h e  fo rego ing  F ind ings  o f  F a c t  and t h e  ev idence  of 
r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board concludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  a 
s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a showing through 
s u b s t a n t i a l  ev idence  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has  complied w i t h  t h e  
r equ i r emen t s  o f  Paragraph  4 1 0 1 . 4 1  of t h e  Zoning Regu la t ions .  
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T h e  proposed enc losure  of three arches on t h e  e a s t  s ide  of t h e  
sub jec t  property con ta in ing  370 square fee t  of f l oo r  areais  n o t  
ex tens ive  and w i l l  n o t  increase t h e  e x i s t i n g  f l o o r  area r a t i o .  
T h e  add i t ion  w i l l  be cons t ruc ted  of material  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  and i s  so  located as t o  have t h e  l a s t  v i s i b i l i t y  
from pub l i c  r ights-of-way.  T h e  B o a r d  concludes t h a t  t h e  proposed 
u s e s ,  h e i g h t ,  b u l k  and des ign  are i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  
and s t r u c t u r e s  on neighboring proper ty .  T h e  B o a r d  f u r t h e r  concludes 
t h a t  the proposed chapel and storage area w i l l  n o t  create dangerous 
o r  o t h e r  object ionable  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  

T h e  B o a r d  f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  relief requested can 
be granted as i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  genera l  purpose and i n t e n t  of 
t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and w i l l  n o t  t e n d  t o  a f f ec t  adversely 
t h e  use  of neighboring proper ty .  I t  i s  therefore ORDERED t h a t  
t h i s  app l i ca t ion  i s  GRANTED. 

VOTE: 3-0 ( W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh, L i n d s l e y  W i l l i a m s  and C h a r l e s  
R. N o r r i s  t o  GRANT; C o n n i e  Fo r tune  and D o u g l a s  J. 
P a t t o n  n o t  vo t ing ,  n o t  having heard t h e  case) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  Director 

SEP 24 1982 
FINAL DATE O F  ORDER: 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION 
OR ORDER O F  THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BEEN FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE 
AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES,  INVESTIGATIONS,  AND 
INSPECTIONS.  


