
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF ZONING A D J U S T M E N T  

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 3 4 1 1 3 ,  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Republ ican  Club of 
C a p i t o l  Hill, p u r s u a n t  t o  Pa rag raph  8 2 0 7 . i 1  of t h e  Zoning 

, f o r  v a r i a n c e s  from t h e  lot ac:cu ancy r e q u i r e -  
- s e c t i o n  3303.1) # the rear y a r d  e q u i  rement  s 

(Sub- see t ion  3 3 0 4 . 1  and Pa rag raph  7105.12) and from t h e  
p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i r l s t  a l l o w i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a ~ ~ n ~ o ~ ~ ~ r m i n g  
s t r u c t u r e  which now exceeds  t h e  Lot occupancy r e q u i r e m e n t s  
(Pa rag raph  7 1 0 5 . 1 2 )  f o  a proposed  t h r e e  s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  to a 
p r i v a t e  c l u b  i n  a n  R D i s t r i c t  a t  p r e m i s e s  300 First 
S t r e e t ,  S . E . ,  (Square  733 ,  Lot  4 7 1 .  

H E A R I N G  DATE: March 2 8 ,  1 9 8 4  
D E C I S I O N  DATE: A p r i l  4, 1 9 8 4  

1. The s u b j e c t  r o p e r t y  is I .ocated a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  of F i r s t  and C S t r e e t s  and is known a s  pre~-?,ises 300  
F i r s t  S t ree t ,  S .E.  I t  i s  zoned R-4.  

2 ,  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  shape  w i t h  a 1.ot 
area of 7 , 6 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t .  

3 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  improved w i t h  a t h r e e - s t o r y  
p l u s  basement s t r u c t u r e  which houses t h e  C a p i t o l  H i l l  C l u b ,  
a p r i v a t e  c l u b  which i s  p e r m i t t e d  a s  a m a t t e r - o f - r i g h t  i n  

-4 D i s t r i c t .  

4, T o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  across  C S t r e e t  
are t h e  Madison L i b r a r y  and t h e  U , S .  House of Representa-  
t i v e s  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  T o  the w e s t  a c r o s s  F i r s t  Street  i s  
t h e  C a p i t o l  South Metro s t a t i o n  which i s  covered  by a 
p a r k i n g  l o t .  T o  t h e  s o u t h  a-cross t h e  a l l e y  i s  t h e  ~ ~ ~ u b l i ~ a ~  
N a t i o n a l  Committee o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  To t h e  ea s t ,  a l o n g  C 
Stree t  i s  a row of t o w ~ ~ o u s ~ s ~  

5. The C a p i t o l  H i l l  Club and t h e  Republ ican  N a t i o n a l  
Committee (RNC)  w e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  l o c a t e d  a t  F i r s t  and C a r r o l l  
Streets ,  S.E. which w a s  zoned SP, The U . S .  Government 
a c q u i r e d  t h a t  s i t e  by condemnation,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  t h e  
re loca t ion  of t h e  Club arid t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h e  RXC. 

6 .  The C a p i t o l  Will Club,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  RNC, found i t  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  relocate w i t h i n  t h e  C a p i t o l  Hill area because  
of t h e i r  un ique  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  members of Congress  and 
o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  l o c a t e d  on C a p i t o l  
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7 .  I n  1 9 6 1 ,  C a p i t o l  H i l l  A s s o c i a t e s  f i l e d  a n  a p p l i c a -  
t i o n  t o  r ezone  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  t o  SP. On May 23, 9961, t h e  
Coning Commission d e f e r r e d  a d e c i s j o n  on t h a t  r e q u e s t  arid 
a d v i s e d  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  v a r i a n c e  r e l i e f  neces-  
s a r y  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of an  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  and. c l u b  
Erom t h e  Board of  Zoning Adjustment .  

8 .  By BZA Order  N o .  6348, d a t e d  June  2 1 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  t h e  
Board approved v a r i a n c e s  from t h e  l o t  occupancy,  rear y a r d  
and o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t  t o  
p e r m i t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  c l u b  a t  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i t e ,  
Subsequen t ly  BZA Order  Nos. 8288, d a t e d  J u l y  14, 1965, 9 2 0 3 ,  
d a t e d  May 2 5 ,  1 9 6 7  and 10015, d a t e d  May 2 0 ,  1 9 6 8 ,  r e i n s t a t e d  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  v a r i a n c e  r e l i e f  g r a n t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  BZA Order  
N o .  6348. 

9 .  The e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1-971 and 
o c c u p i e s  approx ima te ly  n i n e t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  of t h e  s u b j e c t  
s i t e .  

1 0 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a t h r e e - s t o r y  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  
The proposed  a d d i t i o n  w i l l  e n l a r g e  t h e  f l o o r  area o f  t h e  
f i r s t  t h r o u g h  t h i r d  f l o o r s  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The e x i s t i n g  
l o a d i n g  b e r t h  a t  t h e  basement l e v e l  w i l l  r emain .  

11. The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  proposed  e n l a r g e -  
ment 0 2  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f l o o r  area n e c e s s a r y  f o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  s t o r a q e  s p a c e  and t o i l e t  and lounge  f a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  s t a f f  and women m e m b e r s .  

12. The a d d i t i o n a l  s t o r a g e ,  t o i l e t  and. lounge  f a c i l i t i e s  
are  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h e  change i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  which. has 
o c c u r r e d  s i n c e  t h e  Club w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  19-71. The number 
of women members h a s  i n c r e a s e d  cons ide rab l -y  and t h e  n a t u r e  
of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  ok t h e  c l u b  h a s  changed i n  t h a t  r e c e p t i o n s ,  
s e m i n a r s ,  c o n f e r e n c e s  and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  t a k e  
p l a c e  t h e r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d i n i n g  and r e c e p t i o n  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

13. The C a p i t o l  H i l l  Club i s  a f f e c t e d  by an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  v a r i a n c e  r e l i e f  f i r s t  p e r m i t t e d  by BZA Order 
N o .  6348, The e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  riot i n  
s t r i c t  compliance w i t h  t h e  a r e a  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  R-4 
D i s t r i c t : .  Because t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  a l r e a d y  exceeds  
t h e  maximum a l l o w a b l e  l o t  occupancyf  no a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  can b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h o u t  Board a p p r o v a l .  

1 4 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  u n i q u e l y  a f f e c t e d  by 
an  agreement  between t h e  House O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  Commission 
and C a p i t o l  H i l l  A s s o c i a t e s ,  I n c . ,  which A )  l i m i t s  t h e  u s e  
of  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  C a p i t o l  H i l l  c l u b ,  B) p r o v i d e s  t h a t  
a11 p l a n s  f o r  e x t e r i o r  f a c a d e s  s h o u l d  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
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a p p r o v a l  o f  the  A r c h i t e c t  of t h e  C a p i t o l ,  and C) g i v e s  t h e  
United Sta t e s  government t h e  r i g h t  of f i r s t  r e f u s a l  t o  
pu rchase  the p r o p e r t y  in t h e  e v e n t  of a sale of the premises  
t o  any p e r s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  C a p i t o l  I i i l l  C lub ,  

15, I n  Monaco v s .  t h e  BZR, 4 0 7  A.2d 1091, (D.C.  A P ~ . ~  
1 9 7 9 1 ,  t h e  D.C. Cour t  of  Appeals  found t h a t  " e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s "  ar t .  n o t  l i m i t e d  to t h e  p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t s  of 
t h e  l a n d ,  t h a t  p a s t  zoning  h i s t o r y  can be  t a k e n  i n t ~  a c c o u n t  
i n  t h e  uniquer ,ess  f ace t  of t h e  v a r i a n c e  t e s t ,  and ,  t h a t  t h e  
r e s t r i c t i v e  covenan t  w i t h  t h e  House O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  Commis- 
s i o n  c o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  as an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o n d i t i o n  a s  i t  
e f f e c t i v e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  d e s i g n ,  h e i g h t  and u s e  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  
t h e  BZA c o n s i d e r e d  compa t ib l e  w i t h  s u r r o u n d i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  
and government p r o p e r t i e s .  CcunseL f o r  the a p p l i c a n t .  a rgued  
t h a t  t h e  C o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n  c a n  also a p p l y  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  
a p p l i c a t i o n  and  t h a t  t o  deny t h e  p r e s e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  would 
f o r c e  t h e  c l u b  t o  r e l o c a t e  on a l e s s  f a v o r a b l e  s i t e  a f t e r  e 
s u b s t z n t i a l  i nves tmen t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  area and a f t e r  
r e l i a n c e  upon p r i o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s .  

1 6 .  The a p p l i c a n t  h a s  made major  e x p e n d i t u r e s  t o  
improve t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  based on t h e  p r i o r  a c t i o n s  of 
the BZA and Zoning Commission, Because t h e  agreement  
ment ioned i n  F i n d i n g  of F a c t  N o .  14 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  U.S. 
Government has t h e  r i g h t  o f  f i r s t  r e f u s a l  t o  p u r c h a s e  t-he 
s u b j e c t  s i t e  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  C a p i t o l  H i l l  Club does  
n o t  ~ 7 i s h  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s ,  and,  
f u r t h e r ,  because  of t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  v a c a n t  l a n d  i n  t h e  
C a p i t o l  H i l l  a rea ,  t h e  sale of che s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s  by t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  and r e l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  Club t o  a n o t h e r  site would 
b e  economica l ly  and p r a c t i c a b l y  u n f e a s i b l e ,  

1 7 .  The proposed  a d d i t i o n  has been d e s i g n e d  t o  match 
t h e  c o r n i c e  and r o o f l i n e s ,  as  w e l l  as t h e  m a t e r i a l s  of t h e  
f a c a d e ,  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  

1s. The proposed  a d d i t i o n  w i l l  be  l o c a t e d  a t  che rear  
of t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  and w i l l  n c t  b e  v i s i b l e  from 
s u r r a u n d i n g  s t reets .  

1 9 ,  The proposed  ac id i t i on  c o n s i s t s  of i n - - f i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
and w i l l  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t -  the  l i g h t  and a i r  o f  a d j a c e n t  
r e s i d e n c e s .  

2 0  a The proposed  a d d i t i o n  was d e s i g n e d  w i t h o u t  windows 
t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  from l e s s e n i n g  the p r i v a c y  a f f o r d e d  
t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  a d j a c e n t  townhouses.  

2 1 ,  The proposed  ad .d i t i on  w i l l  n o t  f a c i l i t a t e  a n  
increase i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  d i n i n g ,  k i t c h e n ,  or 
membership meet ing  rooms of t h e  Club.  
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22, The rnaj0rit .y of t h e  f l o o r  space  g a i n e d  by t h e  
proposed  a d d i t i o n  w i l l  b e  f o r  storage p u r p o s e s  a S t o r a g e  
space  w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  w e i i  be c o n v e r t e d  t o  
s t a f f ,  Lounge and a d d i t i o n a l  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s .  The s t o r a g e  
a r e a  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  i s  approx ima te ly  7 9 5 . 5  s q u a r e  
f e e t  A f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  proposed a d d i t i o n  arid 
c o n v e r s i o n  of some e x i s t i n g  s t o r a g e  a r e a ,  t h e  s t o r a g e  a r e a  
i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  t o t a l  133  s q u a r e  f e e t .  T h e  
a d d i t i o n  w i l l  c o n t a i n  1 , 7 3 9  s q u a r e  f e e t ,  fo r  ii total s t o r a g e  
c a p a c i t y  o f  1 , 8 7 2  s q u a r e  f e e t ,  

23 .  The f l o o r  space  g a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
t h e  p ropased  a d d i t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  meet ing  o r  
d i n i n g  s p a c e  for members o f  t h e  c l u b  due t o  t h e  absence  of 
windows and because  t h e  s p a c e  w i l l  o n l y  b e  a c c e s s i b l e  by 
p a s s i n g  th rough  o t h e r  rooms. 

2 4 ,  The l o a d i n g  area a t  t h e  ground f l o o r  l e v e l  w i l l  
remain.  The area w i l l  b e  e n e i o s e d .  Enc losu re  of t h i s  a r e a  
w i l l  d e c r e a s e  t h e  n o i s e  of d e l i v e r i e s  and w i l l  enhance t h e  
appea rance  of t h e  a l l e y  by e n c l o s i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a s h  
area. 

2 5 .  The proposed  a d d i t i o n a l  s t o r a g e  space w i l l  a l l o w  
t h e  Club t o  s t o r e  a l a r g e r  amount of n o n - p e r i s h a b l e  i t e m s  
and t h u s  r educe  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  d e l i - v e r i e s  to t h e  s i t e .  

2 6 .  The C a p i t o l  H i l l  R e s t o r a t i o n  S o c i e t y l  by l e t t e r  
d a t e d  Pilarch 2 7 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  opposed t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  bzsed  on the 
f o l l o w i n g :  

A . 

€3. 

C.  

D, 

The p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t  of  t h e  s i t e  do n o t  p r e s e n t  any 
e x c e p t i o n a l  o r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  of t .he 
p r o p e r t y .  

The agreement, w i t h  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  which a p p l i e s  
t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  does  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  an e x c e p t i o n a l  
o r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  r e l a t ive  t o  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  because  t h e  f a c t s  i n  t h i s  case are  n o t  
s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  C o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n  i n  Ptormco v .  -die 
Board of Zoning Adjus tment ,  i n  t h a t  -g Capitol- 
H i l l  Club i s  n o t  a p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
t h e  s u b j e c t  s t r u c t u r e  was d e s i g n e d  and completed 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C l u b ' s  own d e s i g n .  

The o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  upon t h e  owner i s  
t h e  inccnvenie i ice  caused  by i n a d e q u a t e  s t o r a g e  and 
t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  There i s  
no ev idence  t h a t  the c l u b  c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  
o p e r a t e  in t h e  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y .  

The a p p l i c a n t  d.id n o t  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  
v a r i a n c e s  would n o t  r e s u l t  i n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  



RZA APPLICATIOK NO. 14113 
PAGE 5 

d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good. The e x i s t i n g  
problems w i t h  t r a f f i c  and p a r k i n g  c o n g e s t i o n  and 
b locki i ig  of a l l e y s  caused  by p a r k i n q  and d e l i v e r i e s  
w i l l  o n l y  be e x a c e r b a t e d  by t h e  p r o p o s a l .  

27. Three nea rby  p r o p e r t y  owners appea red  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a T l i e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  
was based  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

A. I l l e g a l  p a r k i n g  i n  t h e  a l l e y  bebind  t h e  s u b j e c t  
s i t e  a c c u r r s  on a d a i l y  b a s i s  and c o n s t i t u t e s  a 
f i r e  and s a f e t y  haza rd .  

B. T rash  o v e r f l o w s  from t h e  dumpsters  on t h e  s i t e  
which d e t r a c t s  from t h e  u s e  of t h e  a l l e y  and 
a t t r a c t s  r o d e n t s  t o  t h e  area.  

C .  The membership of t h e  c l u b  w i l l  increase  as a 
r e s u l t  of t h e  proposed a d d i t i o n  and t h e r e b y  c a u s e  
an i n c r e a s e  i n  e x i s t i n g  problems w i t h  i l l e g a l  
p a r k i n g  and t r a s h  accumula t ion .  

D. There i s  no g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e  
w i l l  h e  u sed  f o r  s t o r a g e  facilities i n s t e a d  of  
meet ing  o r  d i n i n g  rooms. 

2 8 .  A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
6 B  appeared  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  and t e s t i f i e d  thaL tke ANC 
passel!  a r e s o l u t i o n  oppos ing  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
r e a s o n s  :: 

A, The a p p l i c a n t  was  aware of t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
agreement  w i t h  t h e  U . S .  Government when t h e  
p r o p e r t y  w a s  purchased .  

€3. The a p p l i c a n t ' s  need for a d d i t i o n a l  s t o r a g e  space  
can  b e  remedied by o t h e r  means. 

C, T h e r e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  h a r d s h i p  t o  w a r r a n t  the 
r e q u e s t e d  v a r i a n c e  

The w r i t t e n  recommendation of t h e  ANC was n o t  s u b m i t t e d  t o  
t h e  Board i n  a t i m e l y  f a s h i o n .  

2 9 .  The O f f i c e  o f  P l a n n i n g ,  by memorandum d a t e d  March 
2 9 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  recorrmcnded t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  b e  approved ,  I t  
wzs t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  of  P lann inq  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  
v a r i a n c e s  are  minor i n  comparison Lo  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  e x i s t i r i y  
b u i l d i n g ,  and a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  create  an a d v e r s e  impact  on 
the a r e a .  The 0I"Eice of P lann ing  w a s  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h b t  
t h e  r e q u e s t e d  v a r i a n c e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c h i e v e  more 
e f f i c i e n t  u s e  of  t h e  p r e m i s e s ,  and t h a t  the f a c i l i t y  1s 
u n i q u e l y  impacted by i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between members of t h e  
C a p i t o l  H i I . 1  Club and t h e  Congress  of t h e  l j i i i ted S t a t e s .  
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The Board c o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  recommendation o f  t h e  O f f i c e  of 
P lann ing .  

3 0 .  I n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  i s s u e s  and c o n c e r n s  of the 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission, t h e  C a p i t o l  H i l l  Res to ra -  
t i o n  S o c i e t y ,  and t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  Board f i n d s  as  f o l l o w s :  

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

3 0 ,  

As n o t e d  i n  F i n d i n g s  of  F a c t  Nos. 13  and 1 4 ,  t h e  
s u b j e r r  s i t e  i s  a f f e c t e d  by a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  o r  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o n d i t i o n  based  on t h e  p r i o r  zoning  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  s i t e  and t h e  agreement  w i t h  t h e  
House O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  Commission. As f u r t h e r  
n o t e d  i n  Fir ,ding o f  F a c t  P?o. 1 5 ,  t h e  Cour t  of 
Appeals h a s  de t e rmined  t h a t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
a s p e c t s  of t h e  l a n d .  

The u s e  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s  as a p r i v a t e  c l u b  
i s  p e r m i t t e d  unde r  t h e  R-4 Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  
The a p p l i c a n t  i s  n o t  s e e k i n g  a use v a r i a n c e  and i s  
not r e q u i r e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  i.t i s  a p u b l i c  
se r v i c e  o rgan  i z a t  ion .  

The a p p l i c a n t  i s  r i g h t l y  s e e k i n g  area v a r i a n c e s  t o  
p e r m i t  an a d d i t i o n  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  e f f i c i e n t  use of 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  

The o p p o s i t i o n  argument t h a t  t h e  proposed  a d d i t i o n  
would e x a c e r b a t e  e x i s t i n g  problems such  as  t r a f f i c  
and p a r k i n g  c o n g e s t i o n  is n o t  p e r s u a s i v e .  There 
w i l l  be  no i n c r e a s e  i n  membership t o  i n c r e a s e .  
t r a f f i c  t o  the s i t e ,  t h e  number o f  d e l i v e r i e s  p e r  
week wi1.1 b e  r educed ,  and t h e  t r a s h  a r e a  w i l l  be 
e n c l o s e d  under  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r o p o s d l ,  

The o p 2 o s i t i o n  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between 
t h e  C a p i t o l  H i l l  Club and t h e  ! & p r e s e n t a t i v e  
N a t i o n a l  C o r n a t t e e  a s  t h e  c a u s e  of i l l e g a l  p a r k i n u  
i n  t h e  a l l e y .  

The r e c o r d  conca ins  iiumerous l e t t e r s  i . ~  s u p p o r t  of 
the a p p l i c a t i o n  from neighborhood r e s i d e n t s  and from-members 
of- t h e  c l u b .  

CONCLUSIONS OF L i w  AND OPINION: 
_I - 

Based on t i i e ' f o r e g o i n g  f i n d i n g s  cf Tact and t h e  ev idence  
of r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board c o n c l u d e s  tha t .  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  
area v a r i a n c e s ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  which r e q u i r e s  a showing of 
an excep t iona l -  o r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  
which creates a p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  upon the owner. The 
Board conc ludes  that t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  a f f e c t e d  by an  
e x c e p t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  as  a r e s u l t  of t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  zoning  
a c t i o n s  a s  se t  f o r t h  i n  F i n d i n g s  of F a c t  Nos. 7 and 8 .  The 
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p r o p e r t y  i s  also u n i q u e l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  ag reemen t  w i t h  t h e  
House O f f i c e  B u i l 2 i n g  Committee as  found in F i n d i n g s  of F a c t  
Nos. 1.4 and 1 6 ,  

The Board f u r t h e r  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  1 - e i i e f  
can  b e  g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r h e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
good and w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  p u r p o s e  
and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone p l a n  a s  it w i l l  not i n c r e a s e  t h e  
numhcr of employees o r  membership i n  the c l u b  and t h e  hours 
of o p e r a t i o n  and  -type of a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  r ema in  the same. 
A c c o r d i n g l y ,  it i s  ORDERED thar :  t h e  a p p l i c a t j o n  i s  GRANTED. 

T7OTE: 5-0 ( C h a r l e s  R. Norris, Douglas J. P a t t o n ,  Maybelle 
T .  B e n n e t t ,  W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh arid Car r ie  L. 
T h o r n h i l l  t o  g r a n t ) .  

BY ORDER O F  TlSE D.C.  BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E ,  SEER 
E x e c u t i v e  Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4  3 OF T H 3  ZONING REGULRT'IONS I "NO 
DECISIOTJ OR ORDER OF THE BOARG SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN 
DAYS AFTER fiAVIEdG BECOME P I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE ~ U P ~ L E ~ E N T A ~ ~  
RULES O F  PRACTICE P-ND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ S T ~ ~ E N T  '' 

THIS ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A PERIOD O F  SIX MONTHS 
BFTER TIIF, EFFECTIVE DATE O F  TEIIS ORDER, UNLESS WZTHTM SUCH 

O F  OCCUPANCY I S  FILED WITH TEE DEPARTME'FJT OF CONSUMER kPJD 
REGTJLRTORY A F F A I R S .  

PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A BUI:I,DINC PERE17T OR C S R T I F l C A T E  


