
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
B O A R D  OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  no. 1 4 1 7 4 ,  of ISoward U n i v e r s i t y ,  p u r s u a n t  co 
Sub-sec t ion  8 2 0 7 . 2  oE the Zonin R e g u l a t i o n s  I f o r  
e x c e p t i o n  under  Pa rag raph  3101. G f o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  a canpus  
p l a n  t o  permit u s e  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s  wa-nh an  a d d i t i o n  
as  the Howard U n i v e r s i t y  D i v i n i t  School  i n  a n  
a t  p r e m i s e s  4 1 0 1  - 1 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  .E. (Square  
146/56, 1 4 6 / 6 7 ,  146/68 ,  1 4 6 / 6 9 ,  4 6 / 7 3  and 1.17 

FINDINGS O F  FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  ea s t  s i d e  of 
14th S t r e e t ,  N - E . ,  between T a y l o r  S t r e e t  on t h e  n o r t h  and 
Randolph S t r e e t  on t h e  s o u t h .  The s i t e  is i n  a n  
D i s t r i c t  arid i s  known as p r e m i s e s  4 1 0 1  - 1 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  N.E.  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  a n  i r r e g u l a r l y  shaped n i n e - s i d e d  
osed of s i x  i r r e g u l - a r l y  shaped p a r c e l s .  The 

t o t a l  l a n d  a r e a  of  t h e  s i t e  i s  approx ima te ly  twen ty - s ix  
acres 

3.  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  improved w i t h  a u n i v e r s i t y  
c l a s s room and do rmi to ry  b u i l d i n g  which was f o r m e r l y  known as  
t h e  Holy Name C o l l e g e .  The e x i s t i n g  facility i s  l o c a t e d  a t  
the a ~ p r ~ x i r ~ ~ ~ t e  c e n t e r  of t h e  s i t e  and t h e  remainder  of t h e  
s i t e  i s  woodeci on a l l -  s i d e s  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  t h e  s i t e  and p r o p o s e s  t o  
r e n o v a t e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  u s e  as  t h e  Howard U n i v e r s i t y  
D i v i n i t y  School.. 

4 .  There i s  access t o  and from t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  
th rough  1 4 t h  S t r e e t  on t h e  w e s t  and h Tayl-or S t r e e t  on 
the n o r t h ,  The main access t o  t h e  ' n g  i s  from 14th 
S t r e e t  v i a  a t r e e - l i n e d  dr iveway t o  a c i r c u l a r  
and drop o f f  p o i n t  a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g F s  main e 

t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  rear d e l i v e r y  and s e r v i c e  area. 
service d r i v e  l i n k s  T a y l o r  S t r e e t  on t h e  n o r t h  w i t h  

5 .  The neighborhood su r round ing  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  
developed  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  s i n g l e -  f a m i  l y  dwe 1 I i ngs  cornpri s 1x19 
i?. n i x c u r e  o f  de tached  semi-detached and row d w e l l i n g s .  
Immediately s o u t h  of t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n  
Monastery s i t e  which i s  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  r;he s u b j e c t  
s i t e .  The n ~ i g h b ~ r h o o d  i s  zoned R-1-E3 on the n o r t h ,  eas t  
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and s o u t h  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e ,  An R-2 D i s t r i c t  i s  l o c a t e d  
t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  s i t e .  The neighborhood i:j known as 
Brookland. 

6 .  The s u b j e c t  b n i l d l n g  i s  a t h r e e  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  p a r t i a l  baqement arid sub-basement I e n c l o s i n g  a 
seven ty -n ine  f o o t  by 100 f o o t  c o u r t y a r d .  The b u i l d i n g  
c o n t a i n s  do rmi to ry  rooms and a c h a p e l  on t h e  second f l o o r ,  
do rmi to ry  rooms and l i b r a r y  r e a d i n g  room on t h e  t h i r d  floor, 
and l e c t u r e  rooms, f a c u l t y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  rooms 011 t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r .  I t i rchen and s u p p l i e s ,  d i n i n g  room, l i b r a r y  and 
r e a d i n g  room are l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  basement l e v e l .  U n t i l  its 
rece~t a c q u i s i t i o n  by Howard I l n i v e r s i t y  , t h e  b u i l d i n g  had 
been used as  a seminary c l a s s room and r e s i d e n c e  f a c i l i t y .  

7 .  Howard U n i v e r s i t y ' s  p r e s e n t  School  of R e l i g i o n  is 
l o c a t e d  nearby  a t  12 0 Randolph S t r e e t ,  P-I,E. i n  a R-2 
D i s t r i c t .  Tha t  p r o p e r t y  w a s  approved for u s e  by t h e  RZR i n  
1977. 'The new D i v i n i t y  School  needs  l a r g e r  q u a r t e r s  t o  
house i t s  growing p o p u l a t i o n  and burgeoning  r e s o u r c e  
mater ia l ,  I n  that regardr it i s  proposed  t o  move t h e  
D i v i n i t y  School  i n t o  t h e  Holy N a m e  C o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g  a f t e r  
m o d i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  comple te .  

8 ,  The  a p p l i c a n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  up-grade t h e  Holy Name 
C o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ways: f a )  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
a l i b r a r y  a d d i t i o n  on two leve ls  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o u r t y a r d  
and ( b )  Renovat ion of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  t o  b r i n g  a l l  
s p a c e s  up to code ,  an6 t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  amount of c l a s s room 
l e c t u r e ,  seminar  and. o t h e r  a n c i l l a r y  s p a c e s  t o  m e e t  i t s  
c u r r e n t  and f u t u r e  t e a c h i n g  and r e s e a r c h  s p a t i a l  needs .  

9 .  The i n p i e m e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  proposed  r e n o v a t i o n ,  
c o n v e r s i o n  and a d d i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  
Pa rag raph  3 1 0 1 . 4 6  f o r  a p p r o v a l  of a campus p l a n  t o  p e r m i t  
u s e  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s  with an  a d d i t i o n  as t h e  Howard 
U n i v e r s i t y  D i v i n i t y  School in an R-1-€3 D i s t r i c t ,  

1 0 .  The Board i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  g r a n t  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n s  
under  Sub- sec t ion  8 2 0 7 . 2  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  where i n  
t h e  judgenient or' t h e  Board such  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n s  w i l l  be 
i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  pu rpose  and i n t e n t  of the Zoning 
R e g u l a t i o n s  and maps and w i l l  not: t e n d  t o  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  
t h e  u s e  or' n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  s a i d  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and map. 

11. Pa rag raph  3101.46 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a c o l l e g e  c1r 
a n i v e r s i  t y  which i s  an  academic i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  
l e a r n i n g  may be  p e r m i t t e d  i n  an  R-?--B D i s t r i c t  as  a s p e c i a l  
e x c e p t i o n ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t :  

A. Such u s e  i s  so  l o c a t e d  t h a t  it i s  riot. l i k e l y  tc 
become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  
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because  of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of s t u d e n t s ,  o r  
o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s ;  

De I n  R-l@ R - 2 ,  K - 3 ,  R - 4 ,  P.-5-A and R-5-B D i s t r i c t s  
t h e  mmximum b u l k  r e q u i r e m e n t s  normal ly  a p p l i c a b l e  
i n  such  d i s t r i c t s  may b e  i n c r e a s e d  €or s p e c i f i c  
b u i l d i n g s  or s t r u c t u r e s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  t o t a l  b u l k  of  
a l l  b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s  011 t h e  campus s h a l l  
n o t  exceed  t h e  g r o s s  f l o o r  a r e a  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  

C. The a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  submi t  t o  t h e  Board a p l a n  f o r  
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  campus as a whole,  showing t h e  
l o c a t i o n ,  h e i g h t ,  and b u l k ,  where a p  r o p r i a t e ,  of 
a l l  p r e s e n t  and proposed  improvements,  i n c l u d i n g ,  
b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  b u i l d i n g s ,  p a r k i n g  and l o a d i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  s c r e e n i n g ,  s i g n s ,  s t r ee t sb  and p u b l i c  
u t j  l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  a t h l e t i c  and o the r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  and a d e s c r i p t i o n  of a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  
conduc-ced or t o  b e  conducted  t h e r e i n ,  and o f  t h e  
c a p a c i t y  of a l l  p r e s e n t  and proposed  campus 
development;  

D.  Within a r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  o r  
u n i v e r s i t y  campus and s u b j e c t  to compliance w i t h  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of Sub-paragraph 3 1 0 1 , 4 6 1  and 
Sub-sec t ion  8 2 0 7 . 2  t h e  Board may a l s o  p e r m i t  t h e  
i n t e r i m  u s e  of l a n d  o r  improved pr0pcrt .y  w i t h  any 
u s e  which t h e  Board may d e t e r m i n e  i s  a p r o p e r  
c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  f u n c t i o n ;  and;  

E ,  Before  t a k i n g  f i n a l  a c t i o n  or! a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
huch u s e ,  t h e  o a r d  s h a l l  have s u b m i t t e d  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia O f f i c e  of 
~ ~ a n ~ ~ n g  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Department 
c f  P u b l i c  Works for r ev iew a c d  r e p o r t .  

1 2 ,  The e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  con-cains approx ima te ly  8 3 , 7 6 4  
grass s q u a r e  f e e t ,  The new c o u r t y a r d  l i b r a r y  w i l l  c o n t a i n  a 
t o t a l  of i5,800 gross s q u a r e  f e e t  p e r  l e v e l ,  y i e l d i n g  d 
grand  t o t a l  of 1 0 0 , 5 8 4  gross squdre  f e e t .  The l i b r a r y  lower 
l e v e l  would o c c u r  a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  basement l e v e l  w h i l e  the 
upper  l e v e l  would a l i g n  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f i r s t  f l o o r  
"pronenade ,  '@ The r o o f  of t h e  c o u r t y a r d  l i b r a r y  coinci2es 
w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  second f l o o r  l e v e l  and w i l l  b e  c o n s c r u c t e d  
as  an  open ,  l andscaped  promenade deck w i t h  ample o u t d o o r  
s e a t i n g  b u i l t  around large p l a n t e r s  c o n t a i n i n g  shade  trees 
A q u i e t  indoor-outdoor  envi ronment  i s  t h u s  c r e a t e d  f o r  
r e l a x a t i o n  and s t u d y  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  r e t u r n i n g -  t h e  
g r a u e  l e v e l  c o u r t y a r d  d i s p l a c e d  by t h e  l i b r a r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
The l e v e l s  are connec ted  by a new s ta i r  ar,d e l e v a t o r  
a c c e s s i b l e  from 1st  f l o o r  and basement l o b b i e s .  
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13, The neh7 Howard D i v i n i t y  l i b r a r y  houses  s e v e r a l  
s p e c i a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  and a c q u i s i t i o n s  such  a s  t h e  
Afro-American I Auburn I Dewey, and Librcary of Congress  
r e s e r v e  and s t o r e d  volumes. Growth p r o j e c t i o n s  of t h e  
L983j84 h o l d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  a r a t e  i n c r e a s e  of 2 , 4 0 0  volumes 
p e r  y e a r .  Hence, t h e  need f o r  q u a r t e r s  which would a l l o w  
for i n c r e a s e d  f l e x i b i l i t y  arid s t o r a g e  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  An 
e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r y  space  a t  t h e  basement s o u t h  wing would b e  
annexed to t h e  new lower l i b r a r y  f l o o r .  T h i s  area w i l l  
house r a r e  books?  t h e  Auburn and Dewey C o l l e c t i o n s  and t h e e  
group s t u d y  rooms. These combined s p a c e s  n e t  a t o t a l  o f  
3 , 6 0 0  n e t  s q u a r e  f e e t .  

1 4 .  At .  t h e  basement ,  f i r s t  and second l e v e l s ,  a t o t a l  
of s i x  c l a s s rooms  and seminar  rooms w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d ,  
y i e l d i n g  a t o t a l  of 5 , 1 2 0  s q u a r e  f e e t .  The e x i s t i n g  2,;OC 
s q u a r e  f e e t  c h a p e l  on t h e  2nd floor w i l l  b e  c o n v e r t e d  from 
i t s  p r e s e n t  "Monastic Format" t o  a 2 7 8  s e a t  c h a p e l j l e c t u r e  

f o r  a c h o i r ,  a t o t a l  o f  3 1 0  s p a c e s .  T h i s  s p a c e  w i l l  b e  
d i r e c t l y  a c c e s s i b l e  to t h e  e l e v a t o r  and promenade deck v i a  a 
new e n c l o s e d  second floor promenade lobby. 

1 -  116111 w i t h  non-f ixed  s t a c k a b l e  c h a i r s  I p l u s  t h i r t y - t w o  s 

15.  A l l  e l e c t r i c a l ,  l i g h t i n g ,  H . V . A . C , ,  plurnbinq, 
e l e c t r o n i c  s e c u r i t y  and f i r e  d e t e c t i o n l s u p p r e s s i o n  systens 
would be up-graded t o  m e e t  c u r r e n t  b u i l d i n g  code r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
The b u i l d i n g  woula be  made a c c e s s i b l e  t o  p h y s i c a l l y  handicapped 
p e r s o n s  t h r o u g h o u t .  Suppor t  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  as 
p e r  programmatic  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n c l u d i n g  f a c u l t y  and admini- 
s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  r e c e p t i o n ,  s t u d e n t  and f a c u l t y / s t a f t  
l ounge ,  and new and c o n v e r t e d  r e s t r o o m  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  a l l  
l e v e l s  ro r  female s t u d e n t s  and employees,  

1 6 .  The D i v i n i t y  School  i s  schedu led  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  
e n r o l l  1C0 t o  200  s t u d e n t s .  T h e  a p p l i c a n t  e x p e c t s  t o  e n r o i l  
1 8 0  s t u d e n t s  by i t s  opening  d a t e ,  on August 1, 1 9 8 5 ,  c f  
which abou t  f o r t y - f i v e  would be  housed on-campus a t  t h e  Holy 
N a m e  b u i l d i n g .  There would be  f o r t y - f i v e  a v a i l a b l e  
do rmi to ry  rooms and t h r e e  g u e s t  rooms on t h e  second f l o o r  
and f o r t y - f o u r  d o r m i t o r y  rooms on t h e  third f l o o r .  The 
m a j o r i t y  of  unoccupied rooms on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  are s l a t e d  
t o  become f u t u r e  o f f i c e s .  The number of  v i s i t o r s  i s  
expec ted  t o  be  a b o u t  f i v e  p e r  day and t h e  number of s t a f f  
and t e a c h e r s  t o  be  twenty- four .  N o  l o n g  r ange  p h y s i c a l  
expans ion  is con templa t ed .  

1 7 ,  The e x i s t i n g  c i rcu lar  d r o p - o f f / p a r k i n g  area a t  t h e  
f r o n t  e n t r y  w i l l  have its e x i s t i n g  twenty-one s p a c e s  
mod i f i ed  t o  i n c l u d e  b o t h  r e g u l a r  and handicapped  s p a c e s  
Three new p a r k i n g  areas t o  t h e  n o r t h  and n o r t h w e s t  would 
i n t e r l i n k  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r k i n g  and dr iveways ,  and would 
a l l c w  access t o  t h e  lobby v i a  a new handicapped ramp. A 
g rand  tcjtal of 1 0 6  spaces w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  i n c l u d i n g  f i v e  
handicapped s p a c e s  The p a r k i n g  arecis would be  h e a v i l y  
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s c r e e n e d  from 1 4 t h  and Tay lo r  S t r e e t s  by e x i s t i n g  trees arid 
r e w  Landscaping and adequa te  s e c u r i t y  l i g h t i n g  would b e  
incorpora ted . .  

111, Because of t h e  s i z e  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  axid d i s t a n c e  o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  from i t s  c l o s e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r s  a n 6  
o t h e r  f a c t o r s  such  a s  the c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y ,  it i s  
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  any e x c e s s i v e  n o i s e  a n d / o r  t r a f f i c  problems 
w i l l  be  g e n e r a t e d .  Overflow p a r k i n g ,  s h o u l d  it o c c u r I  can  
e a s i l y  be absorbed  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s .  

1 9 .  The O f f i c e  of P l a n n i n g ,  by r e p o r t  d - a t e d  September 
1 2  I 1984,  recommended t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  b e  approved 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  when and i f  t h e  scope aridlor 
i -n t e r r s i ty  c f  a c t i v i t y  on t h e  D i v i n i t y  School  campus i s  
expanded o r  a l t e r e d  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  would s e e k  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
m o d i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  campus p l a n  as  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  Zoning 
R e g u l a t i o n s .  The Eoard c o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  and t h e  
recon;meridation of t h e  Off i ce  o f  P lann ing .  

2 0 .  The Department of P u b l i c  l torks  (DPWf ,- by r e p o r t  
d a t e d  J u l y  2 7 ,  1984, made a f a v o r a b l e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  the 
impact  of t h e  p r o p o s a l .  The DPLJ r e p o r t e d  t h a t  approx ima tc ly  
s e v e n t y - e i g h t  p e r s o n s  would b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  use transit and 
approx ima te ly  n i n e t y - f  i v e  p e r s o n s  would b e  a u t o  d r i v e r s ,  
T h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  p r o v i d i n g  a t o t a l  o f  I12 p a r k i n g  s p ~ l c e s ~  
which i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more t h a n  i s  r e q u i r e d  by the Zoning 
R e g u l a t i o n s  and which c o u l d  a d e w a t e l y  accommodate t h e  
pdrking demand of t h e  campus p o p u l a t i o n .  The Zoiiiny 
R e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  n o t  pose any o b f e c t i o n -  
able t r a f i - i c  o r  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
neighborhood.  The s c h o o l  i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  pose  any 
o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
neighborhood.  Based on t h e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  t h e  DPW found t h a t  
t h e  proposed  s c h o o l  expans ion  would have no a d v e r s e  t r a f f i c  
o r  p a r k i n g  impact  on t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  community, The Board 
c o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of t h e  Eepartment  of P u b l i c  Llorks. 

2 1 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commissian 524, by r e p o r t  
d a t e d  August 2 8 ,  1984, endor sed  t h e  p r o j e c t  as  d e s i g n e d  by 
Howard U n i v e r s i t y ,  The endorsement  w a s  based  on a s i t e  
i n s p e c t i o n  by a Commissioner of ANC 5R, h i s  examina t ion  o f  
che  p l a n s  and h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n s  w i t h  r e s i d e n t s  of 
a f f e c t e d  a r e a  The r e s i d e n t s  i n t e r v i e w e d  were p r o p e r t y  
owners i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  I) Approximately n i n e t y -  
n i n e  p e r c e n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  f G r  t h e  proposed  u s e  
by Howard a s  a d i v i n i t y  s c h o o l  d o r m i t o r y  and s t u d y .  These 
r e s i d e n t s  added t h a t  t h e i r  endorsement  would b e  c o n t i n g e n t  
upon Howard Ur i ive r s i ty  p r o v i d i n g  ample p a r k i n g  i a c i l i t i e s  so  
t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  and u s e r s  of  t h e  D i v i n i t y  School would 
not enc roach  on neighborhood r e s i d e n t s  ' p a r k i n g .  The Board 
LS r e q u i r e d  by s t a t u t e  t o  g i v e  " g r e a t  we igh t "  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  
and conce rns  of t h e  AN@ when t h o s e  i s s u e s  and conce rns  are 
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reduced  t o  w r i t i n g ,  The Board concur s  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e s  and 
concc rns  o f  ANC 5 A  arid i t s  recommendation. 

2 2 .  Three  n e i g h b o r s  t e s t i f r e d  i n  q u a l i f i c c !  o 
t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  T h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  w a s  based  o n  a need 
:or more i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  s i z e  and d e s i g n  of 
t h e  expanded p a r k i n g  area t o  be  p rov ided  a t  zhe  s i t e .  The 
n e i g h b o r s  e x p r e s s e d  a p p r e h e n s i o n  t h a t  t h e  expanded p a r k i n g  
a r e a  would n o t  b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  b u f f e r e d  from t h e  s t r e e t s  
a d l o i n i n g  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e s  and t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a 
t e r r a c e  f o r  t h e  new p a r k i n g  a r e a  would, s e v e r e l y  t h i n  a g rove  
of t rees  t h a t  p r e s e n t l y  b u f f e r s  t h e  s i t e  from nea rby  
r e s i d e n c e s  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  the 
o p p o s i t i a n  arid e x p l a i n e d  the p l a n s  f o r  expznsior i  olr t h e  
p a r k i n g  area.  The t e s t i m o n y  emphasized t h a t  the a r e a  would 
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  b u f f e r e d  by e x i s t i n g  t rees  and t h e  a d d i t i o n  
o f  new trees t o  r e p l a c e  any t h a t  a re  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The Board finds t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has Laken 
adequa te  s t ~ p s  t o  m e e t  t h e  c o n c e r n s  0 2  the n e i g h b o r s  i n  
o p p o s i t i o n .  

CONGLUSTONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on t h e  f i n d i n g s  af f a c t  and t h e  e v i d e n c e  of 
r e c o r d ,  t h e  Eoard conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  il 
s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  f o r  a p p r o v a l  of  a carrpus p l a n  t o  p e r m i t  
u s e  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s  w i t h  an  a d d i t i o n  as t h e  H o w a r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  D i v i n i t y  School  in an  R-1-B D i s t r i c t  The 
g r a n t i n g  o f  such a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a showing 
th rough  s u b s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  proposed  u s e  s a t i s f i e s  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  Pa rag raph  3101.46 and Sub-sec t ion  8207.2 
of t h e  D . C .  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  

The Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a i i t  h a s  met the 
burden  of proof .  The proposed  u s e  w i l l  b e  so l o c a t e d  t h a t  
it i s  n o t  L ikeJy  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  
p r o p e r t y  because  of noiseI t r a f f i c ,  nuinber of s t u d e n t s ,  o r  
o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  The t o t a l  b u l k  of ail 
b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  campus w i l l  n o t  ~ x c e e d  t h e  
gross  f l o o r  area p r e s c r i b e d  f a r  t h e  K-5-B D i s t r i c t .  The 
a p p l i c a n t  has  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Eoard a p l a n  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  
t h e  campus as a whole,  showing t h e  improvements,  a d e s c r i p -  
t i o n  of a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  conducted  or t o  b e  conducted  t h e r e i n ,  
and  of t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  a l l  p r e s e n t  and proposed  campus 
development ,  No i n t e r i n  u s e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w i l l  o c c u r .  
The a p p l i c a t i o n  has  been s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  D,C. O f r i c e  of  
P lann ing  and Lhe D,C. Department of P u b l i c  Works, I t  
r e c e i v e d  a f a v o r a b l e  r ev iew and r e p o r t  front b o t h  a g e n c i e s .  

The Board conc ludes  t h a t  g r a n t i n g  t h e  proposed  s p e c i a l  
e x c e p t i o n  w i l l  be  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  pu rpose  and 
i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and maps and w i l l  not. tend 
t o  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  u s e  o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y ,  The 
Dodrd conc ludes  t h a t  it h a s  acco rded  t o  t h e  ANC t h e  " g r e a t  
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weight" t o  which it i s  en t i - t led .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  it i s  hereby  ORDZKER t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
i s  GRANTED, S U B J E C T  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  C O N D I T I O N S :  

1. L a n d s c a p i n g  and pa rk ing  layout on t h e  s u b j e c t  site 
s h a l l  be a s  shown cri t h e  s i t e  p l a n  marked a s  
E x h i b i t  N o .  20A of t h e  record. 

2 ,  The number of s t u d e n t s  shall not  exceed 2 0 0 ,  w i t t i  
a m a x i m u m  of t w e n t y - e i g h t  f a c u l t y  and seaiff, 

3 ,  O p e r a t i o n  of t h e  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  the 
Howard U n i v e r s i t y  D i v i n i t y  School .  

VOTE: 4-0  ( D o u g l a s  J. P a t t o n ,  N a y b e l b e  T .  B e n n e t t ,  William 
F. McIntosh and C a r r i e  L .  T h o r n h i l l  to g r a n t ;  
C h a r l e s  R.  Norris n o t  present ,  n o t  v o t i n g )  

BY ORDER O F  THE D.C.  BOARD O F  ZONING A ~ J ~ ~ T ~ E N r ~ '  

A ~ T E S T E D  BY: 
STEVEN E e  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE O F  ORDER: I$ 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  THE ZOIvING REGULATIONS, "NO 
UECISIO1J  OR ORDER O F  THE BOARD SHALL TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  TEN 

RULES O F  PFGn,CTICE AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  ZONING 
A ~ J ' U S T ~ ~ E N ~  '' 

DAYS AFTER HAVIPL'G BECOME FINAL, PURSUAIJT' TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  SIX LIlON'FIIS 
AFTER TIiE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  TI i IS  ORL)ER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH 

O F  OCCUPANCY I S  FILXD WITH THE  ART^^^^^ O F  C O N S U ~ ~ E ~  AND 
REGULATORY A F F A I R S .  

P E R I O D  AN A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  OR C E R T I F I C A T E  


