
G O V E R N M E N T  OF T H E  DISTRICT OF 
B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  1 4 2 3 6 ,  of F i f t h  Gould L imi t ed  P a r t n e r s h i p ,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub-sec t ion  8 2 O 7 , 2  of t h e  Zoninq R e q u l a t i o n s ,  
f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  unde r  Pa rag raph  4 1 0 1 . 4 1  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t.o o p e r a t e  a p a r k i n g  l o t  i n  a n  SP-2 District a t  p r e m i s e s  
315-21. N a s s a c h u s e t t s  Avenue, nT.t7., (Square  3 7 0 ,  Lots 001 and 
802). 

EiEWRlNS DATE E J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1 9 8 5  
D E C I S I O N  DATE:. January 3 0 ,  1 9 8 5  (Bench D e c i s i o n )  

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  located on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of 
Massachuse t t s  Avenue! N . W .  betkreen 9th and 10th S t r e e t s .  
The s i t e  i s  zofied SP-2 and is known as  p r e m i s e s  9 1 5 - 9 2 1  
Massachuse t t s  Avenue I PJ.W. 

2 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  i r r e g u l a r  i n  shape  ar,d i s  p a r t  
of a l a r g e r  p a r k i n g  l o t  which i s  i n  b o t h  t h e  SP and C-2-A 
zones ,  Access t o  t h c  s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  v i a  a dr ivewav orr 
Ma s s a c liu se tt s Avenue L1 

3 ,  The s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s  h2.s been o p e r a t e d  as  a p a r k i n g  
lot s i n c c  1 9 6 5 ,  w i t h  v a l  from t h e  o a r d  of Zoning 
Adjustment .  The l a s t  d val of t h e  I3ZA f o r  t h e  
tion of t h e  parkixig Tat w a s  in RZA Order  PJo ,  1 2 9  
Augus t  1 7 ,  1 9 7 9 .  I n  t h a t  Order  t h e  Bcard g r a n t e d  a 
c o n t i n u a n c e  of t h e  l o t  u n t i l  March 11, 1983. Such 
t e r m i n a t i o n  date r e i l e c t e d  a four y e a r  e x t e n s i o n ,  t h e  
maximum time a l lowed  under  t h e  then e x i s t i n g  Pa rag raph  
4101.41 of t h e  Zoning ~ e ~ u l ~ ~ i o n s *  

4 .  T h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  was pu rchased  i n  A u g ~ r s t ,  1 9 8 4 ,  by 
t h e  s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a n t  a P a r k i n g  Flairagement, I n c .  was r e t a i n e d  
s u b s e q u e n t l y  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  p a r k i n g  lot. N e i t h e r  p a r t y  w a s  
aware t h a t  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  of occupancy t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  l o t  
had. expi red .  

5 ,  The p a r k i n g  l o t  p r o v i d e s  forty p a r k i n g  spaces. The 
l o t  p r o v i d e s  s h o r t - t e r m  p a r k i n g  f o r  u s e r s  o f  nearby  r e t a i l  
f a c i l i t i e s .  I t  i s  used  a t  n i g h t  and  on weekends by a r e a  
r e s i d e n t s ,  and also s e r v e s  the Mount Vernon Place Method i s t  
Church. The cars  of a l l - d a y  p a r k i n  c u s t o n ~ r s  are pa rked  i n  
t h e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  l o t  zoned C-2-A. The p a r t  of the l o t  
under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  not u s e d  f o r  
all-day p a r k i n g .  The p a r k i n g  l o t  a l s o  p r e s e n t l y  s e r v i c e s  
p a t r o n s  of t h e  new Convention Cente r  
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6 -  'The l o t  i s  o p e r a t e d  from 6 . 0 0  A.M. Lo 4.00 P,M., 
Eioriday t h r o v q h  F r i d a y .  There i s  an  a t t e n d a n t  on k k e  1-at 
d u r i n g  all hours of  o p e r a t i o n .  

7 ,  The l o t  i s  c l e a n e d  d a i l y ,  Pla c o m p l a i n t s  have been 
r e c e i v e 2  a b o u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and  main tenance  of  t h e  l o t .  

I?. The l o t  i s  in compl iance  w i t h  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of t l ie  
p r i o r  Order  of the Doard. 

9 .  The new owners of t h e  p a r k i n g  !ot are e x p e r i e n c e d  
h o t c l  d e v e l o p e r s .  They developed  t h e  5 G O  room R y a t t  H o t e l  
i n  C r y b t a l  C i t y .  T'heq7 a re  c u r r e n t l y  r e s t o r i n g ,  w i t h  o t h e r  
p a r t n e r s  the Nayflower IIatel. 111 t h e i r  op in ion ,  t h e  
p a r k i n g  lot- b u s i n e s s  i s  a temporary  use  of land. 

1 0 .  The a p p l i c a i i t  b a s  a c q u i r e d  o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t  and h a s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ? i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  
o t h e r s  n e i g h b o r s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  what t h e  tota I development  
might  be. 

11 
r n e r i  t 
Conven 

I n  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  subjert a r e a  h a s  
b u t  i s  a b i t  away from a c t i v e  deve lopment ,  Y'he 
t i o n  C e n t e r  h a s  been d i s a p p o i n z i n g  s i n c e  it has not  

encouraged  more development  owners.  The a rea  i s  i n  need of 
upgrad ing  h e f o r e  it becomes m a r k e t a b l e  t c  p r o s p e c t i v e  h o t e l  
o p e r a t i n q  companies.  

3.2, The a p p l i c a n t  t es t i t i -ed  t h a t  it takes about one 
y e a r  t o  d e s i g n  a h o t e l  once one h a s  t h e  f i n a r - c i n y  and a n  
o p e r a t i n g  agreement ,  

1 3 ,  There w a s  no  cpposieion t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

1 4 .  Advisory Neighborhood Ccmmission 2C made no 
reconwiendation OR t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

15, Pursuan t  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  Pa rag raph  4 1 0 1 . 4 1 ,  a 
p a r k i n g  l o t ,  w h i c h  w a s  i n  e x i s t e n c e  on October 5 ,  i3;18, may 
be  perrni t tec '  by- the Board t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  a 
p e r i o d  n o t  t o  exceed  s i x  y e a r s  from t h e  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  occupancy e x p i r e d .  S i n c e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
jn t h e  p r i o r  Order  r e c e i v e d  a f o u r  y e a r  e x t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n  I j t c o u l d  now r e c e i v e  a n  a d d i t i o n a i  two 
years from t k  karch 11, 1983, d a t e ,  

Based o n  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board concl-udes that t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  
which r e q u i r e s  a showing t h r o u g h  s u b s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
the appl icar i t  has  complied w i t h  t h e  requirernent:s of Pa rag raph  
4 1 0 1 . 4 1  e n 2  t h a t  t h e  re l ief  r e q u e s t e d  under  Sub- sec t ion  
8 2 0 7 .  2 can be g ran tec l  as i n  harmony with t h e  g e n e r a l  pu rpose  



G Pvilld T E D 

1. 

2 .  
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7 ,  

VOTE : 

and intent  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  w l l l  n o t  t e n d  t o  
a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  use of n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y ,  The Board 
conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  Pas rriet i t s  burZen of proof  m a  
t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  c o n d i t i o n e d ,  may be 
g r a n t e d .  Accord ing ly ,  it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  

SURLTCCT to the f0 l1-o~i~1 .g  C O N D I T I O N S  : 

Approval s h a l l  be  f o r  a p e r i o d  of two y e a r s  froin 
the d a t e  of e x p i r a t i o n  of t h e  p r e v i o u s  c e r t i t i c a t e  
or' occupancyI  nariely k r o m  Plarch 11, 15103. 

A i l  a r e a s  devo ted  t o  d r iveways ,  access l a r r e s ,  and 
parking a r e a s  s h a l l  be  m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  a pav ing  of 
m a t e r i a l  forming  an a l l - w e a t h e r  imperv ious  s u r f a c e  

Bumper stops s h a l l  he  erected ana main ta ined  f o r  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of a l l  ad . jo in i r ig  b u i l d i n g s .  

N o  v e h i c l e  o r  any part t h e r e o f  s h a l l  be  p e r m i t t e d  
t.o p r o j e c t  o v e r  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  or:: or  
over the p u b l i c  space, 

A l l  p a r t s  of t h e  lot- s h a l l  be k e p t  €ree oC refuse 
o r  d e b r i s  a i d  s h a l l  be paved o r  l andscaped .  
Landscaping s h a l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  a h e a l t h y  
growing c o n d i t i o n  and i n  a neat. and o r d e r l y  
appea rance  

N o  other use s h a l l  b e  conducted  from o r  uipon t h e  
p r e m i s e s  and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  ari a t t e n d a n t !  ii 
shelter s h a l l  b e  e r e c t e d  o r  used  upon t h e  p r e n i s e s  
unless such use o r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  o t h e r w i s e  p e r n i t t e d  
in t h e  zoning  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  
l o c a t e d .  

Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  or 
i t s  a c c e s s o r y  b u i l d i n g  shall be  so a r r a n g e d  t h a t  
a i l  d i r e c t  r a y s  of such l i g h t i n g  a r e  c o n f i n e d  t o  
t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t .  

4-0 (Dousltis 2. P a t t o n ,  C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  W i l l i a m  
E'. PlcIritosh and Carr ie  L, T h o r n h i l l  t o  g r a n t ;  
P a t r i c i a  N. Mathews ~ 0 - t  p r e s e n t  n o t  v o t i n g )  rj 

BY ORDER OF TEE D . C .  BOARD OF ZONING A D ~ U S T ~ ~ E N T  

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E, SEER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
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UIGLIER SUB-SECTION 8204-3 O F  T H E  Z O N I N C  R E G U L A T I O N S ,  "PJO 
DECISION ow o m m  OF THE BOARD SIIALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN 
DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME F I N A L  ~ U ~ ~ U A N ~  TO T H E  S U ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I T ~ ~ ~  
RULES O F  PRACTICE AldD PROCEDVRF GEFOIIE THE BOARD O F  Z O N I N G  
A D ~ ~ J ~ ~ I ~ l ~ N ~  .) '' 


