
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMB~A 
B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

Application Plo. 14241 of the President and Directors of 
Georgetown Col lege  I p u r s u a i i t  to Sub-section 82C7 .( 2 of the 
Zoning Regulations, fo r  a s eciai exception under Paragraph 
3101 "46 for the interim use of Earid to accommodate trailers 
to house offices of the University during a construction 
period in an R-3 District at premises 3 8 0 0  Reservoir Road, 
N . W .  (Square 1321, L o t  I). 

~~~~~~~ DATE: January 30, 1985 
D:iCSSION DATE: January 3 G ,  1985 (Bench  D e c i s d o r : )  

F T N D T N G S  OF FACT: ~ - -  __I 

1. The subject site is known as premises 3 8 0 0  
Reservoir Road, N.W. and is in an R-3 District, 

9 Ckorgetown University was established in 1785 
mnder a charter granted to it by the Congress of t.he f l n i t e d  
States. It is an accredited university, is authorized to 
confer degrees, and qualifies as a university under the 
Zoning Regulations 

3. The applicant requests a special exception under 
Paragraph 3101,46 to permit an interim u s e  of land, f o r  a 
period not to exceed threes years, to accommodate trailers 
to temporarily house necessary offices of GeorTetown 
ITiiiversity. This is specifically contemplated under the 
approved Campus Plan which authorizes the accornmodaticn of 
proper University functions in temporary space during 
emergency situations or situations caused by unforeseen 
circumstances. 

4 LI The U n i v e r s i r y  intends to provide eleven temporary 
trailers to meet the immediate space requirements of u s e s  
previously loca ted  in 0' G a r c i  Ifall.. Georgetown Wniversi ty 
recently received BZA approval to r z z e  OiGara I ia l i .  The 
razing of 0"Gara Wal l  caused the University#s Security 
Department, Purchasing Department, Traffic Department and 
one student newspaper to be moved to tern o r a q  quarters in 
the Car Barn locate6 at 3 6 0 0  M Street, N.CY. ?Tic University 
has recently been informed by the owners of the Gar Barn 
t h a t  they w i l l  begin renovation of the buildinq in the near 
future and that the Universityf s offices will have to mo17e 
bl7 lviareh 1, 1985. 
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5 .  Due t o  t h e  ongoinq c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  S t u d e n t  
Res idence  V i l l a g e  C ,  Socio-Energy P o d i u r ~  A F  and t h e  Univer-  
s i t y  C e n t e r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s e n t l y  does  riot 
have s u f f i c i e n t  space  02 campus t o  accommodate t h e  
r e l o c a t i o n  of the v a r i o u s  depa r tmen t s .  

6 .  She  proposed t r a i l e r s  w i l l  meet a l l  a p p l i c a b l e  
B u i l d i n g  Code r e q u i r e m e n t s  and w j 1 L  be o u t  of t h e  view of 
ad3 a c e n t  l a n d  owners.  

1 i s  The d e p a r t n e n t s  t h a t  a re  proposed  t o  b e  located!  i n  
the t r a i l e r s  per form a c t i i T i t i e s  which are  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  

8 .  Paragraph  3101.46 of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a col leqe o r  u n i v e r s i t y  which is a n  academic 
i n s t i t u t i o n  of  h igher -  l e a r n i n g ,  i n c i u d i n g  a c o l l e g e  o r  
u n i v e r s i t y  h o s p i t a l ,  do rmi to ry  I Zra te rx i i t y  o r  s o r o r i t y  house 
proposed  t o  be  l o c a t e d  on the campus 05 a college o r  u n i v e r -  
s i t y ,  i s  p e r m i t t e d  as a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  in a r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t ,  p rovided  t h a t :  

A.  Such u s e  i s  so  1.ocated thc l t  it is n o t  l i k e l y  t o  
become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  
because  of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of s t u d e n t s ,  o r  
o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n ;  

B. In R-1, R-2, R-3, R--4, R-5-A and R-5-B D i s t r i c t s ,  
t h e  rnaxiinum b u l k  r e q u i r e m e n t s  normaill ;  a p p l i c a b l e  
may b e  i n c r e a s e d  for s p e c i f i c ?  b u i l d i n g s  o r  
s t r u c t u r e s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  t o t a l  b u l k  o f  a l l  
b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s  011 t h e  campus shall n o t  
exceed  t h e  g r o s s  f l o o r  a r e a  p r e s c r i b e d  for t h e  
R-5-I3 D i s t r i c t ;  

C.  The a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  submi t  t o  the Board a p l a n  fo r  
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  canpus a s  a whole ,  showing t h e  
Loca t ion ,  h e i g h t ,  arid b u l k ,  where a p p r o p r i a t e ,  of 
all p r e s e n t  and proposed  improvements ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  
b u t  riot l i m i t e d !  t o  b u i l d i n g s ,  p a r k i n g  and l o a d i n g  
f z c i l i t i e s  I s c r e e n i n g ,  s i g n s ,  s t ree ts  I and p u b l i c  
u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  and a d e s c r i p t i o n  of c i l L  
a c t i v i t i e s  conducted  or t o  b e  conducted  t h e r e i n  I 
a c d  o f  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of a l l  presen-t  and proposed  
campus development;  

0 ,  Within  a r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  of t h e  c o l l e g e  or 
u n i v e r s i t y  campusl t h e  Board may a l s o  p e r m i t  t h e  
i r i t e r i m  u s e  oi: l a n d  o r  ilrtprGVed p r o p e r t y  w i t h  anp 
use which t h e  Board pay d e t e r m i n e  i s  a p r o p e r  
c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y  fu r  c t i o n ;  arid 

E .  Before  t a k i n g  f i n a l  a c t i o n  on an  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
such  u s e p  t h e  Board shall have submi t t ed  t h e  
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a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia O f f i c e  o f  
P l a n n i n g  a n d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. Repa r tmen t  
of P u b l i c  Clorks f o r  r e v i e w  and r e p o r t .  

9. The proposed  i n t e r i m  u s e  ot t r a i l e r s  w i l l  n o t  b e  
o b j e c t i o n a b l e  d u e  t o  n o i s e .  ?'he t r a i l e r s  will be w e l l  
w i t h i n  the campus b o u n d a r i e s  and w i l l  n o t  be a d j a c e n t  t o  any 
r e s iden t i a .2 -  b u i l d i n g s .  F u r t h e r  I t h e  p r o p o s e d  u s e s  are n o t  
:ioise g e n e r a t i n q  u s e s  

10. The p r o p o s e d  i n t e r i n  use of  t r a i l e r s  w i l l  n o t  
a d v e r s e l y  impact. ne ighborhood  t r a f f i c  c i r c u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n s ,  
The p r o p o s e d  U n i v e r s i t y  u s e s  that w i l l  he l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
t r a i l e r s  g e n e r a t e  a min ima l  amourit o f  t r a f f i c .  ltlany o f  
t h e s e  u s e s  were l o c a t e d  on t h e  campus u n t i l  v e r y  r e c e n t l y  
when O'Gara B a l l  w a s  r a z e d .  

11. I n  RZA. Order N o .  1 4 1 4 9 ,  d a t e d  Augus t  27, 1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  
Board found  t h a t  t h e  c l - o s i n g  of  t.h.e main g a t e  e n t r a n c e  a t  
3 7 t h  and  0 S t r e e t s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  new S o u t h  Ent . rance  d e s i g n  
would r e s u l t  i n  less t r a f f i c  t r a v e l i n g  t h r o u g h  the n e i g h b o r -  
hood eas t  of t h e  campus. The p r e s e n t  p r o p a s a l  would f u r t h e r  
remove t r a f f i c  f rom t h e  n e i g h b a r h c o d  a n d  w i l l  d i r e c t  s u c h  
t r a f f i c  t o  t h e  S o u t h  E n t r a n c e .  

1 2 .  Employees oE t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  p r e s e n t l y  located a t  
t h e  C a r  B a r n ,  p a r k  on t h e  campus. The p a r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  
a n d  p a t t e r n s  wi 11 n o t  change .  

13 ,  The U n i v e r s i t y  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  and 
i.mplernenk r e m e d i a l  t r a f f i c  and  parkiing p r o p o s a l  s to L i m i t  
t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  on t r a f f i c  and p a r k i n g  i n  
c o m p l i a n c e  wi t .h  BZA Order  N o .  1 4 0 2 1 ,  d a t e d  December 30, 
1 9 0 3 .  

1 4 .  The re  will be no  increase i n  s t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e f i t  
becF-use af t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

15.  The f l o o r  a rea  r a t i o  f o r  a l l -  campus b u i l d i n g s  
i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  0.944. T h i s  p r o j e c t  
w i l l  t e m p o r a r i l y  a d d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  9 , 3 6 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  
g r o s s  f l o o r  a r e a  t o  t h e  c a n p u s ,  t h e r e h y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  FAR 
t o  0 . 9 4 6 ,  wel l  w i t h i n  t h e  1 . 8  a u t h o r i z e d ,  

1 6 .  The Board approved  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  Campus P l a n  i n  
Order N o .  1 4 0 2 1 ,  which s p e c i z i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e s  r e q u e s t s  f o r  
i n t e r i m  u s e s  t o  s e e k  t e m p o r a r y  s p a c e  d u r i n g  emergency 
s i t u a t i o n s  o r  s i t u a t i o n s  c a u s e d  by  u n f o r e s e e n  c o n d i c i o n s .  
The u n f o r e s e e n  c o n d i t i o n  im: t h i s  i n s t a n c e  was t h e  
s i m u l t a n e o u s  commencement of c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
S t u d e n t  I'Zes.idence V i l l a g e  C Socio-Energy  Podium A ,  and  
U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  p r o j e c t s  on campus w h i c h ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  of O ' G a r a  H a l l ,  r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  amount of 
s p a c e  a v a i l a - b l e  f o r  r e l o c a t i o n  02 seve ra l  U n i v e r s i t y  u s e s ,  



3 ’ 7 .  The proposed  u s e  o f  t r a i l e r s  f o r  approx ima te ly  
t h r e e  y e a r s  offers a temporary  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  
s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of pew permanent 
b u i l d i n g s .  

1 8 .  The O f r i c e  o f  P l a n n i n g ,  by r e p o r t  d a t e d  Zenuary  
2 3  I 1 3 6 5  I recomrcended t h d t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  be appioved. 
The O f f i c e  o f  P lann ing  w a s  of the  o p i n i o n  t l i a t  n o t  o n l y  w i l l  
t h e  u s e  of temporary t r a i l e r s  n o t  c a u s e  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  
s t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t  I it w i i i  b r i n g  f u n c t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  housed 
off-campus t o  on-campus l o c a t i o n s  I r e d u c i n g  t h e  number of 
p e d e s t r i a n  and au tomobi le  t r i p s  t h rough  the a d j a c e n t  r e s i d e n -  
t i a l  communities and c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  t r e n d  toward t h e  c r e a t i o n  
of a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  campus. The Board r o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  
O f f i c e  of P lann ing  rccommendation and r e a s o n i n q .  

1 9 ,  The a p p l i c a t i o n  was r e f e r r e d  t o  the Department of 
F u b l i c  Works as r e q u i r e d  under  t h e  Zoning Requlat- ions.  The 
Department d i d  r i o t  f i l e  a report. 

2 0 .  Advisor57 Nei yhborhood Commission 2E, by r e p o r t  
d a t e d  Cecember 1 0 ,  1984, a d v i s e d  t h a t  i-r had adop ted  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t i n g  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n q  of t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i l e r s  ? r e  l i m i t e d  t o  e l e v e n  
i n  number and t h a t  t h e i r  u s c  h e  l i m i t e d  t o  a maximum time 
p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e  ANC n o t e d  t h a t  “,he t r a i l e r s  
would n o t  b e  v i s i b l e  from n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  and would 
n o t  change t h e  i n t e n t  o r  t h e  long-range  g o a l s  of t h e  Campus 
P l a n ,  The Board c o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  ANC recommendation, 

2 1 .  There  w a s  no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  at t h e  
h e a r i n g  on i n  t h e  r e c o r d .  

Base6 on t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board c o p e l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of 
which r e q u i r e s  compliance with t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of Pa rag raph  
3101.46 and t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  r e q u e s t e d  can bc q r a n t e d  a s  in 
harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  pu rpose  and i n t e n t  o f  t h e  Zoi?ii;g 
I’egulationr:  and t h a t  i t  w i ’ l l  n o t  terid t o  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  
t h e  u s e  of n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y .  

The Board c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  *,be a p p l i c a n t  has m e t  its 
burden of p r o o f .  The a p p l i c a n t  has a d d r e s s e d  t h e  i s s u e s  of  
n o i s e  I t r a f f  i.c I number o f  s t u d e n t s  I o r  o t h e r  o b i e c t i o n a h l e  
c o n d i t i o n s .  The Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  iise is Located so 
ds n o t  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y .  T b e  
total b u l k  o f  a l l  h i i i ld i r igs  and s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  cclmpus 
does  n o t  exceed  the gross  f l o o r  area p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  the 
R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  The a p p l i c a n t  bas s u b m i t t e d  a p l a n  f o r  
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  campus as a whole.  The O f f i c e  of P lann iny  
h a s  r e p o r t e d  f a v o r a b l y  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  
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T h e  Board concludes ' chat  the application can be g r a n t e d  
a s  in harmony w i t h  t h e  general purpose  arid i n t e n t  of the 
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and  w i l l  r k ~ t  t -end t o  affect adversely t h e  
u s e  of n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  LI The Board f u r t h e r  concludes 
that it h a s  accordec? t o  Adv i so ry  Neighborhood CammissSon 2 E  
t h e  " g r e a t  to which it i s  entitled. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  
i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED SUBJ-ECT t o  t h e  
C O N D I T I O N  t h a t  a p p r o v a l  s h a l l  be f o r  a p e r i o d  of  THREE 
YEARS. 

VOTE: 5-Q ( C h a r l e s  8. N o r r i s ,  T J i L l i a m  bZcInLosh, 
P a t r i c i a  Mathews, Boug1c;s ,J. P a t t o n  and 
Car r i e  L. T h o r n h i l l  t o  g r a n c )  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E.  SIIER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

FINAL LXITE OF ORDER: 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  THE ZONITJG REGULATIOFS, "NO 
DEcIs r r eN OR ORDER OF THE BOARE S ~ Z L  TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN 
DAYS A F T E R  HAVING BECOKE F ITSAIi PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL 
RULES OF P R A C T I C E  AfJD PROCEDURE BEFORP TE!E BOARD O F  Z O N I N G  
AD JUSTEZENT I t  

T H I S  ORDER 01.' TEIE BOARD IS T'ALID FOR A PERTGD OF S I X  PIONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T:II?S ORDER,  UNTJESS WITHIN SUCH 
P E R I O D  AN APPLICATION FOR A RTJI!, I K G  PERLIIY' OR C E R T I F I C A T E  
OF OCCUPANCY I S  FILED WITH T I E  ~ E ~ A ~ T ~ ~ ~ N T  O F  CONSUlIER AND 
REGULATORY AFFAIKS . 


