
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  Tlo. 14241 of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and D i r e c t o r s  o f  
Georgetown C o l l e g e  I p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub-sec t ion  82C7 2 of t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  I f o r  a- s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  u ~ d e r  Pa rag raph  
31@1,4S f o r  t h e  in t e r im .  u s e  of l a n d  t o  accormodate  trailers 
t o  house o f f i c e s  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d u r i n g  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  
period i n  an  R-3  D i s t r i c t  a t  p r e m i s e s  3 8 0 0  Rese rvo i r  Road, 
N . W .  (§quare 1321,  Lot  1). 

IETEARING DATE: Janua ry  30 I 1 9 8 5  
D E C I S I O N  DATE: J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1985 (Bench D e c i s i o r i )  

FIEJDTNGS OF FACT: -_ 

1, The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  known a s  premises 3 8 0 0  
R e s e r v o i r  liaad, N.W. and is i n  an R-3 D i s t r i c t ,  

2 Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y  hias e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1789 
under  a c h a r t e r  g r a n t e d  t o  i t  by t h e  Congress  of t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s .  I t  i s  an a c c r e d i t e d  u n i v e r s i t y ,  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
c o ~ f e r  d e g r e e s ,  and q u a l i f i e s  as a u n i v e r s i t y  unde r  the 
Zoning- Regu la t  i o n s  * 

3.  The a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t s  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  
Paragraph  3 10 I 6 t o  p e r m i t  an  i n t e r i m  u s e  of lanci, for a 
p e r i o d  n o t  t o  exceed t h r e e s  y e a r s r  t o  accommodate t r a i l e r s  
t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  house n e c e s s a r y  o f f i c e s  of Georgetown 
U n i v e r s i t y .  T h i s  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  coctemplated under  t h e  
approved Campus Plan which a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  accommodation of 
proper U n i v e r s i t y  f u n c t i o n s  i n  temporary  s p a c e  d u r i n g  
emergency s i t u a t i o n s  o r  situations caused  by u n f o r e s e e n  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

4 ,  The Wniversicy i n t e n d s  t o  p r o v i d e  e l e v e n  temporary 
t r a i l e r s  t o  m e e t  the immediate s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of uses 
p r e v i o u s l y  l o c a t e d  i n  O ' G a r a  Ball * Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y  
r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  BZA i ipproval  t o  r z z e  O'Gara Eiall. The 
razing-  of O'Gara E l a l l  caused t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  S e c u r i t y  
Department P u r c h a s i n g  Departmerit T r a f f i c  D ~ ~ p a r t m e n t  a n d  
~ n e  s t u d e n t  newspaper t o  b e  moved t o  temporary  q u a r t e r s  in 
t h e  Car Barn l o c a t e 6  a t  3 6 0 0  M S t r e e t ,  N . W *  ?'he U n i v e r s i t y  
h a s  r e c e n t l y  beep informed by t h e  owners cf t h e  C a r  B a r n  
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l .  b eg in  r e n o v a t i o n  of the b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  n e a r  
f u t u r e  rrnd t h a t  the U n i v e r s i t y F s  o f f i c e s  w i l l -  have t o  move 
by Plarch 1, 1985, 
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5 .  Due t o  t h e  ongoing c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  S-tiident 
Residence Villege C ,  Socio-Energy Podium A ,  and t h e  Univer-  
s i t y  Cen te r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s e n t l y  d o e s  riot 
have s u f f i c i e n t  s p a c e  on campus t o  accommodate t h e  
r e l o c a t i o n  of t h e  v a r i o u s  depa r tmen t s .  

6 .  The  proposed  t r a i l e r s  w i 1 3  meet all a p p l i c a b l e  
B u i l d i n g  Code r e q u i r e m e n t s  and w i l l  b e  o u t  of t h e  view of  
a d j a c e n t  land owners * 

7 The d e p a r t m e n t s  t h a t  a re  proposed  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  t r a i l e r s  per form acti1Tities which a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t.he 
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  

8 .  Faragraph  3 1 0 1 . 4 6  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  which i s  an  academic 
i n s t i t u t i o n  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c o l l e g e  o r  
u n i v e r s i t y  h o s p i t a l ,  d o r m i t o r y ,  f r a t e r n i t y  o r  s o r o r i t y  house 
proposed  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  or; the campus of a c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r -  
s i t y ,  i s  p e r m i t t e d  as a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t ,  p rov ided  t h a t :  

A. Such u s e  i s  so 1-ocated t h a t  it i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  
become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  
because  of n o i s e p  t r a f f i c ,  number of s t u d e n t s ,  o r  
o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n ;  

B. In E-1, R - 2 ,  R - 3 ,  R-4, R-5-A and R-5-B D i s t r i c t s ,  
t h e  maximum b u l k  requi remer i t s  no rma l ly  a p p l i c a b l e  
may be  i n c r e a s e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c  b u i l d i n g s  o r  
s t r u c t u r e s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  t o t a l  b u l k  of a l l  
b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  campus s h a l l  n o t  
exceed  t h e  g r o s s  f l o o r  area p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  
R-5-B Di s t r i c t ;  

C. The a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  submi t  t o  the Goard a p l a n  f o r  
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  campus as  a whole, 5howing t h e  
l o c a t i o n ,  h e i g h t  and b u l k ,  where a p p r o p r i a t e ,  of 
all p r e s e n t  and proposed  improvements ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  
b u t  riot l i m i t e c !  t o  b u i l d i n g s ,  p a r k i n g  and l o a d i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  s c r e e n i n g ,  s i g n s ,  s t ree ts l  and p u b l i c  
u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  and a d e s c r i p t i o n  of a l l  
a c t i v i t i e s  conducted  o r  t o  be  conducted. t h e r e i n  I 
and o f  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of a l l  p r e s e n c  and p ropose2  
campus devel-opment; 

C ,  Within  a r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  of  t h e  c o l l e g e  o r  
u n i v e r s i t y  campus, t h e  Board may a l s o  permit.  t h e  
i n t e r i m  u s e  ot l a n d  o r  improved p r o p e r t y  w i t h  any 
u s e  which t h e  Board mag d e t e r m i n e  i s  a p r o p e r  
col-l.ege o r  u n i v e r s i t j r  f u n c t i o n ;  arid 

E. Be fo re  t a k i n g  f i n a l  a c t i o n  on an a p p l i c a t i o n  fo r  
such  u s e ,  t h e  Board s k i 1  have s u b m i t t e d  t h e  
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z p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia O f - € i c e  of 
P lann ing  and t h e  D i s t r i - c t  o f  Columbia Department 
of P u b l i c  Works f o r  r ev iew and r e p o r t .  

9 .  The proposed i n t e r i m  u s e  of. t r a i l e r s  w i l l  n o t  b e  
o b j e c t i o n a b l e  due t o  n o i s e .  The  t r a i l - e r s  w i l l  b e  w e l l  
w i t h i n  t h e  campus boulridaries a n d  will n o t  be  a d j a c e n t  t o  any  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  F u r t h e r  thc proposed  u s e s  are  n o t  
n o i s e  g e n e r a t i n g  uses * 

1 0 .  T h e  proposed  i n t e r i m  u s e  of t ra i lers  w i l l  n o t  
a d v e r s e l y  impact  neighborhood t r a f f i c  c i r c u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n s .  
The proposed  U n i v e r s i t y  u s e s  t h a t  will h e  l o c a t e d  in the 
t r a i l e r s  g e n e r a t e  a minimal amount. of t r a f f i c ,  Many of 
these u s e s  were l o c a t e d  on t h e  campus u n t i l  v e r y  r e c e n t l y  
when O ' G a r a  H a l l  w a s  r a z e d .  

11. I n  BZA Order  N o .  14143, d a t e d  August 27, 1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  
Board found t h a t  t h e  c l -os ing  o f  t h e  n a i n  g a t e  eri-crdnce a t  
3 7 t h  and 0 S t r e e t s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  new South En t rance  d e s i g n  
would r e s u l t  i l l  l e ss  t r a f f i c  t r a v e l i n g  th rough  t h e  ne ighbor -  
hood eas t  of t h e  campus. The p r e s e n t  p r o p o s a l  would t u r t - h c r  
remove t r z f f i c  from t h e  neighborhood and w i l l  d i r e c t  such  
t r a f f i c  t o  t h e  South  En t rance .  

12. Employees of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  p r e s e n t l y  l o c a t e d  a t  
t h e  C a r  Barn ,  p a r k  on t h e  campus, The p a r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  
arid p a t t e r n s  w i l l  n o t  change.  

13 .  The Un ive r s iky  1s cGnt inu ing  t o  d e v e l o p  and 
implement r emed ia l  t r a f f i c  and p a r k i n g  p r o p o s a l  s Lo i i i x i t  
t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  on t r a f f i c  an?. p a r k i n g  i n  
compl iance  w i t h  BZA Order N o .  10021 I d a t e d  December 3 0 ,  
1 9 8 3 .  

1.4. There will b e  no i n c r e a s e  i n  s t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t  
because  of  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

15 ,  The f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  fo r  a l l  campus b u i l d i n g s  
i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  under  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  0 . 9 4 4 .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  
w i l l  t e m p o r a r i l y  add approx ima te ly  9 I 3 6 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  of 
g r o s s  f l o o r  a r e a  t o  t h e  caripiisr t h e r e b y  i n c r e a s i n g  the FAR 
t o  0 . 9 4 6 ,  wel l  w i th i r i  t h e  1 . 8  a u t h o r i z e d .  

1 6 .  The Board approved t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  Campus P l a n  i n  
Order  N o .  1 4 0 2 1 ,  which s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e s  r e q u e s t s  f o r  
i n t e r i m  u s e s  t o  seek temporary  s p a c e  d u r i n g  emergency 
s i t u a t i o n s  o r  s i t u a t i o n s  caused  by u n f o r e s e e n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
T1.e u n f o r e s e e n  c o n d i t i o n  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  was t h e  
s imul t aneous  connencernent or' c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
Studeri t  Res idence  V i l l a g e  C Socio-Energy Podium A ,  and 
U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  p r o j e c t s  on campus which ,  i n  con j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  of O'GGara H a l l ,  r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  amount or' 
space  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e l o c a t i o n  of s e v e r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  u s e s  


