
O V E  

A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  1 4 9 1 3  o f  1 5 2 0  N e w  Hampshire A s s o c i a t e s  on 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  O f f i c e  of t h e  Embassy o f  S p a i n ,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  II DCMR 1 0 0 2 ,  For p e r m i s s i o n  unde r  Sectj-on 1 0 0 1  
t o  l o c a t e  a chance ry  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n  an  SP-1 D i s t r i c t  
a t  p r e m i s e s  1520 N e w  Hampshire Avenue, N . W . ,  (Square  135 ,  
L o t  6 ) .  

HEARING DATE: October  2 6 ,  1988 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: October  2 6  1988 (Bench D e c i s i o n )  

IMTRODUCTION 

The a p p l i c a t i o n  was f i l e d  by 1 5 2 0  N e w  Hampshire A s s o c i a t e s  
and t h e  Embassy of Spa in  on b e h a l f  of  t h e  Span i sh  S t a t e  
p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  2 0 6  of t h e  F o r e i g n  Miss ions  A c t  ( T i t l e  
11, P u b l i c  LZIW 9 7 - 2 4 1 ,  9 6  S t a t .  286, August 2 4 ,  1 9 8 2 )  t o  
l o c a t e  a chance ry  u s e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n  an  SP-1 D i s t r i c t  
a t  2520 N e w  Hampshire Avenue, N.W. (Squa re  135 ,  Lot The 
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  w a s  conducted  as  a rule-making p roceed ing  
under  Chap te r  33 of the supp lemen ta l  r u l e s  of Prac t ice  and 
Procedure  b e f o r e  t h e  Board o f  Zoning Pd jus tmen t .  

APPLICATION 

The a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  to l o c a t e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  o f f i c e s  of 
t h e  Embassy o f  S p a i n  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n  a n  a r e a  c o n t a i n i n g  
approx ima te ly  1 ,500  s q u a r e  f e e t  a t  1 5 2 0  N e w  Hampshire 
Avenue, N.W.  The b u i l d i n g  i s  a f o u r - s t o r y  p l u s  basement  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  con ta in i -ng  approx ima te ly  7 , 2 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  
of f l o o r  area.  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  propoced o f f i c e  
space  will n o t  b e  occup ied  by no more t h a n  two employees of 
t h e  Embassy of Spa in .  T h e  f i r s t  fl-oor o f  the b u i l d i n g  w a s  
most r e c e n t l y  occup ied  as  an  o f f i c e  f o r  a n o n - p r o f i t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

The b u i l d i n q  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  Northwest  s i d e  of N e w  
Hampshire Avenue, N.W. between t h e  Dupont P l a z a  H o t e l  and 
t h e  Women's N a t i o n a l  Demacratlc Club.  A t  l e a s t  s i x  o t h e r  
c h a n c e r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  I r a q i  A r g e n t i n e a n ,  N ica raguan ,  
Grenedan , Rwansan and Saud ia  Arabian  chance ry  are  Located 
w i t h i n  a f i v e  blcick r a d i u s  of t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

The owner and t e n a n t  i n t e n d  to r e t a i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
appea rance  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and  do n o t  c o n t e m p l a t e  any major  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  I s t r u c t u r a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  or o t h e r  work b e i n g  
done on t h e  p r o p e r t y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t e n a n t ' s  occupancy.  
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The property is located in an SP District. A chancery 
is a permitted use in an SP District, subject to the 
disapproval of the Board of Zoninq Adjustment after review 
based on criteria set forth in Section 2 0 6 ( d )  of the Foreign 
Missions Act and Section 1001 of the Zoning Regulations. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS ACT CRITERIA 

A chancery is a permitted use in an SP Zone subject to 
disapproval by the Board based solely on the criteria of 
Section 206(d) of the Foreign Missions Act and Section 1001 
of the Zoning Regulations. In making its decision, the 
Board must consider the following criteria under the Zoning 
Regulations: 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

4 .  

5 .  

6 .  

EVALUATION 

Section 206 (d) (I). The international obligation 
of the United States to facilitate the provision 
of adequate and secure facilities for foreign 
missions in the Nation's Capital. 

Section 2 0 6  (d) (2). Historic preservation, as 
determined by the Board in carrying out this 
section; and in order to ensure compatibility with 
historic landmarks and districts, substantial 
compliance with District and federal regulations 
governing historic preservation shall be required 
with respect to new construction and ta demolition 
of or alteration to historic landmarks. 

Section 206(d) ( 3 ) .  The adequacy of off-street or 
other parking, and the extent to which the area 
will be served by public transportation to reduce 
parking requirements, subject to any special 
security requirements that may be determined by 
the Secretary of State, after consultation with 
federal agencies authorized to perform protective 
services a 

Section 206(d) ( 4 ) .  The extent to which the area 
is capable of being adequately protected, as 
determined by the Secretary of State, after 
consultation with federal agencies authorized to 
perform protective services. 

Section 206td) ( 5 ) .  The municipal interest, as 
determined by the Mayor. 

Section 206(d) (6). The federal interest, as 
determined by the Secretary of State. 

With respect to the six criteria identified in the 
Foreign Missions Act, the Board states the following: 
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1. The International obligation of the United States, 
By letter dated October 11, 1988, and by testimony 
at the public hearing the Acting Director of the 
Office of Foreign Missions, on behalf of the 
Secretary of State I deternined that the interna- 
tional obliqations of the United States to facili- 
tate the provision of adequate and secure 
facilities for foreign missions in the Nation's 
Capital will be pet by the approval of this 
appli-cation. In addition, the Secretary of State 
has determined that no special security 
requirements exist beyond those applicable to aLl 
facilities of foreign missions in the District of 
Columbia, that the site and area are capable of 
being protected, and that the proposed location is 
consistent with the federal interests in the 
Foreign Missions and International Organizations 
Element of the Comprehensive Plan. 

2. Eistoric Preservation, The subject site is 
located in the Dupont Circle Historic District, 
but is not a historic landmark. This application 
does not involve new construction, demolitior, o r  
alteration to a historic landmark. 

3 .  Parking and Transportation. Section 2101.1 of the 
Zoning Regulations does not require any minimum 
number of parking spaces for a chlcncery office, 
such as the subject site which contains less than 
2,000 square feet of space. It is anticipated 
that the office will generally be occupied by only 
two employees of the Embassy of Spain, and accord- 
ingly, requires only minimal parking availability. 
The property is located within two blocks from the 
Dupont Circle Metrorail. station. The property is 
well served by public transportation. In 
addition, the property is directly across New 
Hampshire Avenue from a private parking garage 
providing approximately one hundred sixty parking 
spaces 

On the basis of the foregoing, the Board finds 
that the property has access to adequate public 
parking facilities anu is adequately served by 
public transportation sufficient to serve the 
chancery's needs, 
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4, Protection. By letter dated October 11, 1988, and 
by testimony at the public hearing, the Office of 
Foreiyn Missions indicated that it has determined, 
after consultation with federal agencies authorized 
to perform protective services, that no special 
security requirements exist beyond those applicable 
to all facilities of foreign missions in the 
District of Columbia, and that the site and the 
area are capable of being adequately protected. 

5. The Mur,icipal Interest. The Director of the 
Office of Planning (OP) I the delegated representa- 
tive of the Mayor, by memorandum dated October 19, 
1988, and by testimony at the hearing, recommended 
approval of the application. The O P  reviewed the 
application and states its opinion that approval 
is not inconsistent with the criteria for approval 
specified in Section 2 0 6 ( d )  of the Foreign Missions 
Act. The operation of the financial office of the 
chancery on one floor of the subject premises is 
not expected to create any objectionable impacts 
on the traffic and parlcinq situateor, in the area, 
nor will its operations impact negatively on the 
Dupont Circle Historic District. 

6. The Federal Interest. By letter dated October 11, 
1988, and by testimony at the public hearing the 
Acting Director of the Office of Foreign Missions 
determined that approval of the application would 
be consistent with the Foreign Missions and 
International Organizations Element of the Compre- 
hensive Plan for the Nation's Capital and would 
fulfill the international obligation of the United 
States to provide adequate and secure facilities 
for foreign missions in the Nation's Capital. 

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMPlISSION 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission IANC) 2B submitted a 
written report dated October 18, 1988. The ANC considered 
this application at its October 12, 1988 meeting. The ANC 
voted to oppose the application four to one for the following 
reasons: 

(I) ANG 2B has consistently opposed additional 
diplomatic entities within its boundaries; 

(2) There are no diplomatic entities in the 1500 block 
of New Hampshire Avenue, N . W . ,  and none are 
desired; 

(3) An ad.ditiona1 chancery is not consistent with the 
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recomnended Ward 2 Land U s e  E l e m e n t  of  t h e  Compre- 
h e n s i v e  P l a n  which d i s c o u r a g e s  expanded chance ry  
and o f f i c e  u s e  west o f  1 5 t h  S t r e e t  and n o r t h  o f  
Massachuse t t s  Avenue, N.W. 

The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  
and i s  n o t  based  on t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p l i c a t i o n  
no r  upon t h e  e l e m e n t s  t h e  Eoard i s  r e q u i r e d  by s t a t u t e  t o  
c o n s i d e r .  The Board does  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  A N C ' s  r a t i o n a l e  
i n  oppos ing  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  T h e  Board n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an  SP Zone, and h a s  been t h e r e f o r e  
deemed a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  chance ry  u s e  s u b j e c t  t o  d i s a p p r o v a l  
by t h i s  Board based  s o l e l y  upon t h e  c r i t e r i a  enumerated i n  
t h e  F o r e i g n  Miss ions  A c t .  The Board f u r t h e r  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  i s  su r rounded  by o f f i c e  and commercial  e s t a b l i s h -  
men t s  and t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  s p a c e  w a s  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  used 
a s  an  o f f i c e  f o r  a n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Thus,  t h e  
chance ry  u s e  r e q u e s t e d  w i l l  have  l i t t l e ,  i f  any ,  e f f e c t  on 
t h e  q u a n t i t y  of  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

DECISION 

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e c o r d  b e f o r e  it and t h e  c r i t e r i a  
of t h e  F o r e i g n  Miss ions  A c t ,  t h e  Board d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h i s  
a p p l i c a t i o n  m e e t s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i s s i o n s  A c t .  
Accord ing ly ,  it is hereby  ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  
APPROVED. 

VOTE : 5-0 ( John  G .  P a r s o n s ,  P a u l  L .  J e w e l l ,  C h a r l e s  R .  
N o r r i s ,  Regina ld  G r i f f i t h  and Car r i e  L .  T h o r n h i l l  
t o  approve)  r) 

BY ORDER O F  THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

-- FINAJJ DATE OF ORDER: 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  T7ALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER,  UNLESS WITHIN SUCH 
P E R I O D  AN APPLICATION FOR A BTJXLDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE 
O F  OCCUPANCY I S  FILED WITH THE D ~ P ~ ~ T ~ E N T  O F  CONSUMER AND 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS. 

14913order/RHS 
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A P P L I C A T I O N  No. 1 4 9 1 3  

A s  A c t i n g  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Board of Zoning 
Ad jus tmen t ,  I he reby  c e r t i f y  and a t t e s t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a 
copy cf t h e  Orde r  of  t he ,Board  I n  t h e  above numbered c a s e ,  
s a i d  Orde r  d a t e d  
p o s t a g e  p r e p a i d  t o  e a c h  p a r t y  who appea red  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  ccncern i r ,q  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  and who i s  
l i s t e d  below: 

, h a s  been m a i l e d  L. J 

. 
L i n t o n  W .  Hengere r ,  E s q .  
G r o s s b e r g ,  Yochelson,  Fox & Beyda 
1 7 0 7  H S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
Washington ,  D . C .  20006 

Renee Schwager,  C h a i r p e r s o n  
Advisory  Neighborhood Commission 2-B 
1526 C o n n e c t i c u t  Avenue, N.W.  
Washington,  D .  C .  20036 

John Condayan, Ac t ing  D i r e c t o r  
O f f i c e  of  F o r e i g n  X i s s i o n s  
U.S. D e p a r t n e n t  of S t a t e  
Room 2105 
Wash, D . C .  20520 

/ 

EDWARD L .  CURRY ,I 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

DATE : 


