
R p ~ l i e a t i o r  Fc,. 1 5 1 9 8  c,f J e a ~  M e  Pi$dc? . l l  c:n b e h a l f  of the 
Government of  t h e  ~ o ~ o n w ~ ~ l t h  of the Bahamas, p u r s u a n t  t c  
1: DC&IR 1001, for p e r m i s s i o n  to l o c a t e  a c -hancery  i n  a G/P--3 
District a t  premises 2220 M a s s a c h u s e t t s  A v e n u e ,  W . W ,  I 

(Square 2511, T a t  42). 

Thcl z r F l i c a t i o n  was- f i l e d  hy LTean M. R i c l d e l l  OP b e h a l f  
of the. Goverrrnent of t h e  Commonwezlth of the Pahamas to 
O L G E . ~ ~  t h e  p remises  a t  2 2 2 0  Y a s s a c h u s e t t s  Avenue, N , W .  a s  a 
c h z ~ c e r v ,  Ti-c zpplication wa,e ccrsiderec? by t h e  Board i n  
a c ~ ~ r 6 a 1 - t ~ ~  i ~ i t - k ?  ?he r equ i r emeEts  cf S e c t i o n  1 0 0 0  of Zcrjvg 
P e g a l a t i a n s .  S e c t i o n  1000 W F  ??opted by t h e  Zcninq 
rnarr i  s s i o n  Cc\ imp1 errLent. t h e  Mixed TJPG Diplomati  c- Ei , c ' s r i c t  
crLd S e c t i o v  206 or thp Fclreiqn M i s s i o n s  A 
Public Law 97-2  I ,  9 6  S t a t .  2 8 6 ,  Auqus-t 2 
publjc h e a r i r g  was conductez a s  R rulemaking pro 
under  Chap te r  33 o f  t h e  S ~ p p l e ~ e ~ ~ a ~  11.e~ o f  P r a  
Procedure  before the Roard of Zoning 

T h e  a p p l i c a n t  o w ~ s  the property at 2220 Yassachusetts 
Avenue, K , W .  wb7irh js improved v7ith a Four s t o r y  w i t h  
baser.ent b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  contains approx ima te ly  9 000 
s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  Flclor area. The a p p l i c a n t  h a s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a 
ccntiact t o  s e l l  t h e  p r o p e r t v  t o  the Gnvprnrnent cf 
Corc~n?enweal th of the Bahaxnas condi t i o n e d  upon Board a p p r o v a l  
of t h e  subjcc t -  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The =prsper?yp ~71;ich i s  l o c a t e d  
in t h e  D ip lomat i c  Overlav Z o n e ,  w a s  f o r m e r l y  used a s  a 
p r i v a t e  residerce The a p p l i c a n t  i n t e n 3 s  f-o o c * r u p y  the 
property a s  a cliancerv, and t o  r e t c . i n  the r e s i d e n t i a l  
appesuarce o f  the p r o p e ~ t ~ .  There are no p l a n s  tc d e r w l i s h ,  
renovate or alter the e x t e r i o r  of f-he building, The qardens 
w.i17 be r e s t o r e d  t o  improvp their appea rance .  

The c h m r ~ r j 7  of the Commonwealth c f  Bahamas i , c  
preser:ti T -  1 e c t  t ed  i n  l ea sed  space  i n +he Watergate o f f i c e  
ccmpl ex a+- 60C New Hampshire Averue I N e W *  The eha13cerj7 
c,encralI.g~ r e c e i v e s  n n  more t h a n  fcr v i s i t o r s  per day ,  Pilcct 
L Y a n s a c t i o n s  a r e  ' hand le8  by m a i l .  There  are 14 s t a f f  
FersvrTsI  i n c l u d i n g  the Ambassador. 



The  location of a chance ry  i n  t h e  O/R--3 D i s t r i c t  is a 
p e r m i t t e d  use  s u b j e c t  t o  d i s a  psoval o f  t h e  Board o f  Z o n i ~ c r  
Adjustment a f t e r  r ev iew b a s e  on the c r i t e r i a  s e t  f o r t h  i n  
Secticr? 2 0 6 i d )  of t h e  Fore iqn  Yissions Ac-t  and e c t i o n  1 0 0 1  
of t h e  Zcninq R e g u l a t i o n s  - 
FOPFIGN MISSION ACT C R I T E R I A  

i n  c o n s i d e r i n a  t h e  s lab iee t  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  Board must  
a p p l y  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c r i tper ia  s e t  f o r t h  i n  S e c t i o n  206(d) o f  

e Fore ign  Missions A c t  and e c t i o n  1001 o f  t h e  Zoning 
Regu.1 ations a s  f o l l o w s :  

4 * Sub-sec t ion  1001. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n  
of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  tc € a c i l i t a t e  t h e  provisicn 
of adequa te  and s e c u r e  f a c i l i t i e s  for f o r e i q n  
nissions i n  the N a t i o n ' s  C a p i t a l ,  

2 .  

3 .  

Sub-sec t ions  IOO1,3 and IQC1. H i s t o r i c  
p r e s e r v a t i o r  a s  de t e rmined  by he  Board i n  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  s e c t i o n ;  and is; o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  
~ o ~ ~ ~ t i b i l i t y  w i t h  h i s t o r i c  landmarks and h i s t ~ r i c  
d i s t r i c t s ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  COD l i a n c e  w i t h  D i s t r i c t  
and  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  q o v e r n i ~ g  h i s t o r i c  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  sha l l .  be r e q u i r e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t o  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  o r  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  
h i s t o r i c  1 a n d n a r k s .  

Sub- sec t ion  1. 0 0 1  a 5 The adequacy of o f f - s t r e e t  or 
o t h e r  parking8 and t h e  ex ten t .  t o  which t h e  a r e a  
will be s e r v e d  by p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  tro r educe  
p a r k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  I s u b j e c t  t o  any s p e c i a l  
s e c u r i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  may be de t e rmined  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  I a f t e r  consu l t . a t i on  w i t h  
federal a q e n c i e s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  per form p r o t e c t i v e  
s e r v i c e s .  

4 .  u b - s e c t i o n  1001,6 The e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  a r e a  
is c a p a b l e  of being a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t e d ,  a s  
de t e rmined  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  State, a f t e r  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  f e d e r a l  acaencies a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
per form p r o t e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s .  

5 .  Sub-sec t ion  1 0 0 1 . 7  The m u n i c i p a l  i n t e r e s t ,  a s  
de t e rmined  by t h e  Mavor, 

6, u b - s e c t i o n  1 0 0 1 . 8  The f e d e r a l  i n t e r e s t ,  a s  
de t e rmined  hy t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e .  

With r e s p e c t  t o  "re six c r i t e r i a  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  
fie(?-n1 ations I t h e  Board s t a t e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  



1. The International Obliqation of the United States: 
By letter dated October  25, 198 I the Acting Director of the 
Office of Foreign b T i s s i o n s  of the Eepartment of State, the 
dielegateti representative of the Secretarv of State 
determined that t h e  international obligation of the United 
States to facilitate the provision cf d e w a t e  a n d  Secure 
facilities f o r  foreign rr?ise;ions in the a t i o n '  $5 C a p i t a l  wi 11 
be met by the approval. of this application. In addition, 
the Secretary o€ State has determined that no special 
secuarj ty requirerrents exist bevond those applicable to all 
facilities for foreign missions in the District of Columbia, 
that the site and area are capable of kieinq adequately 
~ r o t e c t e d ,  and that the proposed location in  consistent with 
f e d e r a l  interests in Forei qn Missions and International 
Orqanhzations F l e r n e n t  of the Comprehensive Plan. 

2 (t Historic Preservation: The s t r u c t u r e  i s  located 
in the Xassachusetts Avenue Historic District, ut is not a n  
historic landmark. The zpplication does not i nvolve new 
c o n ~ t r u c t i o n  demolition or alteration to an historic 
landmark, The applicant indicated that it intends to 
restore the front an6  rear g a r d e n  areas to a condition which 
will he pleasing to the neiqhborhood. The Board finds t h a t  
these i m p r o ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ t s  are appropriate and consistent with t h e  
character of other properties in the historic district, 

3. Parking and Transportation: ection 1001,5 
requires the Board to consider the adequacy of off-street or 
other parking, and the extent to which the area w i l l  be 
served by public transportation, s u b j e c t  to special security 
requiremevts as determined bv the Secretary of State, The 
applicant testified that at the rear of the structure there 
is a two car garage and a paved parking area, both  of which 
a1-c~ accessible from Q S t r e e t .  Together the garage and 
p a r k i n g  are5 ear, accommodate up to eiqht cars. The 
applicant testified that the on-site space adecxuately meets 
the parkinq needs of the chancery because, of the 14 staff 
members w o r k i n g  at the chanceryl o n l y  three drive to work. 
The remaining li employees use puhl ic transportation, 
Furthermore, since ~risas are ylot needed to travel from the 
U n i t e d  States to the Bahamas, the number of visitors to the 
cli;:î lcery is reduced. Often bu.siness is conducted by mail 
therebv e l i n - i n a t i p g  the need f o r  a larqe nlmber of parkina 
cpaces 

The applicant s tra€fic consultant indicated that 
parkinq is permitted on both sides o f  ~ a ~ ~ a ~ h ~ s e t t ~  Avenue 
and Q Street, Massachusetts Avenue has r u s h  hour 
prchibitions and on Street there is 2-hour re 
permit parkinq, 

Section 2101 1 of the Zoning Regulations reauires one 
parking s p a c e  f o r  each 800 square feet o€ gross floor area 
devoted to chancery u s e ,  or as determined by the Board. The 
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p r o p e r t y  i s  approx ima te ly  9 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  a r e a  which 
would r e q u i r e  11 p a r k i n g  s p a c e s ,  Fsowever, t h e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  

unnecessa ry  t o  p r o v i d e  I4 s p a c e s  on t h e  s i t e  a s  e i g h t  s p a c e s  
w i l l  a d e q u a t e l y  m e e t  the  needs  o f  t h e  c h a n c e r y ,  

emons t r a t ed  and t h e  Board has  de t e rmined  t h a t  it i s  

The t r a f f i c  c o n s u l t a n t  no ted  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  i s  w e l l  
served. by pub1 i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I Cabs a r e  r e a d i l y  
a c c e s s i b l e ,  t h e  Dupont C i r c l e  Metro i s  2$ b l o c k s  awav, and 
t h e r e  a r e  1 2  bus l i n e s  which serve Massachuse t t s  Avenue and 
Q St ree t .  

4 * P r o t e c t i o n :  The O f f i c e  o€ F o r e i g n  i s s i o n s  h a s  
de te rmined  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  h e i n g  a d e q u a t e l y  
p r c t e e t e d ,  and t h a t  no s p e c i a l  s e c u r i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e x i s t  
beyond t h o s e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  f a c i l i t i e s  of  f o r e i g n  
m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia,  

5 .  unj c i p a l  I n t e r e s t s :  T h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  
O f f i c e  of P l a n n i n g  OP) , the delc?qated r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  
Mavor I by memorandu d a t e d  NovEmber  7 ,  4989 ar,d bv t e s t i m o n y  
a t  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  recommended a p p r o v a l  ot the a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
The O f f i c e  o f  P l a n n i n g  reviewed t h e  p l a n s  a r d  a p p l i c a t i o n  
and s t a t e d  i t s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a p p r o v a l  is not i n c o n s i s t e n t  

e c t i o n s  1001 and 1002 o€ t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
F u r t h e r ,  OP s t a t e d  t h a t  I t i o n  of t h e  c h a n c e r y ,  a s  
proposed ,  w i l l  pot c r e a t e  i e c t i c n a h l e  i n p a c t s  on t h e  
t r a f f i c  and p a r k i n q  c o n d i t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  o r e o v e r  , t h e  
Tvia s s ac hu s e t t 2 A v e  l̂ i ue ti i s t o r  i c r) i s t r i c t ill n o t  be impacted 
a d v e r s e l y  because  t h e r e  are  no propose a l t e r a t i o n s  to t h e  
e x t e r i o r  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

Testimony s f  Ambassador :: The Ambassador t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
no changes t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  p l anned ;  
t h e r e  are  p l a n s  t o  r e s t o r e  and enhance t h e  g s r d e n  a r e a s  in 
t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  y a r d s ;  t h e  chance ry  w i l l  o p e r a t e  from 
9:OO A . M .  t o  5.00 P,M, Plonday -I-liu-ough F r i d a y ;  t h e r e  a r e  1 4  
s t a f f  members, only t h r e e  o f  which d r i v e  t o  work; t h e r e  i s  
adequa te  space  t o  p a r k  t h e  v e h i c l e s  used by t h e  chance ry ;  PO 
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of employees o r  v e h i c l e s  i s  
a n t i c i p a t e d ;  t h e  chance ry  r e c e i v e s  abcut t e n  v i s i t o r s  each  
day ;  v i s i t o r s  a r e  encouraged t o  use p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  

Letters w e r e  f i l e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  and t e s t i m o n y  was 
o f f e r e d  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on 
t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  a r e a  w i 1 . t  he  adverse]-Ti a f f e c t e d  by u s e  
o f  a r e s i d e n c e  f o r  o f f i c e  s p a c e  w h i l e  h e r e  arc. a r e a s  o f  t h e  
c i t y  more a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  o f f i c e  u s e ,  t h a t  t h e  f l o w  of  
t r a f f i c  w i l l  be d i s r u p t e d  by t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  num 
p e d e s t r i a n s ,  c a r s  and d e l i v e r y  v e h i c l e s ,  t h a t  only six c a r s  
can  p a r k  i n  t h e  parkinq- a r e a  which i s  a l r e a d v  used  by o t h e r  
c h a n c e r i e s ,  t h a t  a c c e s s  t o  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be 
s ~ b s t a n t i ~ l l ~ ~  improve2 a s  compared t o  t h e  c h a r , c e r y ' s  p r e s e n t  
l oca t io r ,  , and t h a t  t h o s e  a t  d i p l o m a t i c  f a c i l i t i e c  t e n d  t o  



d i s r e s p ~ c t  Pi s t r i c t  r e g u l a t i o n s  by niakir ig  changes  t o  their 
p r o p e r t y  wi thout c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  and 
b~7  a 1  1 owing t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  t o  become unkempt. The Eoard i s 
of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  l o c a t i n q  t h e  chance ry  a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  
s i t e  w i l l  n o t  have an a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  on t h e  neighborhood and 
t h a t  t h e  t r a f f i c  f low will no t  be  impa i red  by t h e  u s e  o f  
t h i s  f a c i l i t y .  The Board i s  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  
of p a r k i n g  h a s  been a d e a u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
who m a i n t a i n s  s imply  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  space  t o  
accommodate the p a r k i n a  needs  o f  t h e  c h a r c e r y .  F u r t h e r ,  it 
i s  t h e  B o a r d ' s  view t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Department does  what it 
can  t o  encourage  compliance w i t h  r e m i l a t i o n s  governing- 
chance ry  a c t i v i t y  * 

6. T'he F e d e r a l  T n t e i e s t :  The O f f i c e  of F o r e i g n  
Kissions h a s  de t e rmined  t h a t  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
would h e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  Federal .  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  Fore ign  
F i s s i o n s  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r q a n i z a t i o n s  Element of t h e  
Comprehensive P l a n ,  3nd w o u l d  fulfill t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  of the 
Uriited S t a k e s  t o  p r o v i d e  adequa te  and s e c u r e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
f o r e i a n  m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n ' s  C a p i t a l ,  The Government of 
t h e  Cornmanwealth of Bahamas fully d i s c h a r g e s  t h i s  o b l i q a t i o n  
by p r o v i d i n g  such  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  United 
t h e  Bahamas, 

ADVISORY -- ~ ~ I ~ ~ B ~ ~ ~ O ~ ~  C O M M I S S I O N  

Wdvi s o r y  ~ e i g h b o ~ h o o ~  Commission (ANC ID s u b m i t t e d  a 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  on November 7 ,  1 9  t h a t  s l a t e d  t h a t  i t  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  i t  mee t ing  on Octobe 
1 9 8 9  which was a t t e n d e d  by 3 4  p e r s o n s ,  The ANC v o t e d  
oppcse t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds  t h a t  u s e  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t v  f o r  a chance ry  would erode t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  n e i ~ h ~ o r h o o d ~  and e l i m i n a t e  r,eeded 
p a r k i n g .  There w a s  a l s o  a Fear  t h a t  t h e r e  would  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  n o i s e ,  l i t t e r  and t r a f f  
d i s r n p t i o n s  t h a t  accompany them., A conce rn  was also 
e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  occupan t s  would n e g l e c t  t o  keep t h e  
p r o p e r t y  p r e s e n  e. 

o a r d  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  the A". F i r s t ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
ir? t h e  D o v e r l a y  zone ,  and h a s  been t h e r e f o r e  

deemed a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  chancerv use  by 
mission, a f t e r  ~ e ~ o ~ ~ e n ~ a t i - o n  by NCPC, 
ject t o  d i s z p p r o v a l  by t h i s  Board based  

enumerated i n  t h e  Foreiqn Miss ions  A c t  * 

Secondlv ,  t h e r e  h a s  been no  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
demonstrat- ions a r e  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  a t  t h e  chance ry  of  t h o  
Bahamas, n o r  a r e  t h e r e  f a c t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a r g u x e n t  t h a t  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  will n o t  be w e l l  c a r e d  f o r .  The a p p l i c a n t  h a s  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  g a r d e n s  w i l l  be  improved- t o  enhance t h e  
appearance  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r l ~ ~ ~ ~  and t h e  Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  w i l 1 _  m a i r t a i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  
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RECISION 

is of the record before it an?d the criteria 
0 of t h e  Zoning Regulations, the Board 

determines that the standards clf Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  have 
n met hy t h i s  application. A c c o r d i n l y ,  it is hereby 
FRED t h a t  this application is A P ~ R O ~ ~ ~ D ~  subject to the 

C O N D I T I O N  t h a t  a l l  on-site parki-ng be resenred f o r  the 
exclusive use of the government of the o m o n w e a l t h  o f  the 
Bahamas 

VOTE : 3-f ;  (Charles R, JVorris and P a u l a  L. Sewell to 
approve; John G ,  Parsons to approve 
R e g i n a l d  Griffith 2 n d  Car r ie  1,. Thornhill not 
voting, not havinq heard the c a s e ) -  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: I-___- 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS V A L I D  FOR A PERIOD OF SIX  ON^^^ 
AFTER THE EFFECTTVE DATE OF TETIS ORDER, UKT~FSS WITFTIN SUCK 
P E R I O D  AK A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I I . D I N G  TT OR CATE 
OF OCCUPANCY IS FIP,ED WITH THE DRPAR OF C AND 
~~~~~~~~~~~ AFFAIRS a 

1.5 19 8order/BHS 15 



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

APPLICATION No. 15198 

As Executive Director of the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment, I hereby certify and attest to the fact that a 
letter has been mail to all parties, dated 
and mailed postage prepaid to each party who appeared and- '  
participzted in the public hearing concerning this matter, 
and who is listed below: 

Ambassador Margaret E. McDonald 
600 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Kashington, C.C. 20037 

Richard Massey 
2022 Columbia Road, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Ben Hamxnd 
Hogan and Hartson 
555 - 13th Street, E . W .  
Washington, D.C. 20044 

Pearl E. Isenbergh 
2216 Eassachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Justine Kingham 
2432 Tracy Place, N.W. 
Waskicqton, D . C .  20008 

R.C. ,'ames 
2214 Massachusetts Avenue, N . W .  
Waehipqton,  D.C. 20008 


