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R Z A  a p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  15263, of t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  Cape Verde on 
b e h a l f  of t h e  Kinqdorn of Sweden, p u r s u a n t  t o  I1 DCMR 1 0 0 1 ,  
f o r  p e r m i s s i c r  vl-der S e c t i o n  1 0 0 2  t o  expan< ar_ e x i s t i r i q  
c h a n c e r y  i n  a D/R-l-P D i s t r i c t  a t  p i e m i s e s  3415  
Massachusetts Avenue, N . W . ,  ( S q u a r e  1939 ,  L o t  4 0 ) .  

JTEARLNG DATE : A p r i l  1 8 ,  1990 
CECZCIOPJ PETE:  J u n e  6 ,  1 9 9 0  

ORDER DISAPPROVING 
A P PL I CAT 1 ON 

T h e  Foreicjn M i s s i o n s  Board of Zoning Ad jus tmen t  h a s  
d e c i d ~ c ~  ?-c- d i s d p p r ~ v e  t h i s  z p r l i c a t i o r ) .  A s  i s  e x p l a i n e d  
ki~Loigi, tlie b a s i s  f o r  t h e  B o a r d ’ s  d e c i s i o n  i s  t h a t :  

(1) The s i z e  cf t h e  p r G p s e d  c h a n c e r y  s t r u c t u r e  i s  n o t  
ccrrpst ible  w i t h  t h e  scale of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Babcock- 
Macomb House; and 

(2) The number of  e r c p l ~ y e e s  on t h e  c h a n c e r y  s t a f f  
v/ :cuId g e n e r a t e  a n  a d v e r s e  t r a f f i c  i m p a c t  on t h e  
rei crhborhocc! , c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  i n t e r e s t  

E s  a. p r e l j p i n a r y  p r o c e d u r a l  m a t t e r  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  
Board d e i e ~ n ~ i r - c ?  t c  r e s e r v e  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  i t s  
d e c i s i o n  orL the mot ion  c f  t h e  F r i e n d s  of t h e  Babcock-Macomb 
HOLSE t c  d i m i s s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  T o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  
mot ion  r e q u i r e s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  it i s  b a s e d  on t h e  a rgument  that 
t h e  Depar tment  o f  S t a t e  f a i l e d  t o  comply with S e c t i o n  1 0 6  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s to r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t ,  1 6  U . S . C .  470f, i n  
t h a t  Lhe Ccpar tmen t  did n o t  r e f e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  f i l i n g  cf t h e  
i n s t a r j t  a p p l i c a t i c i >  tc the A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  on H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n .  The Q e p a r t m p n t  did n o t  make such a r e f e r r a l ,  
arid takes t h e  p o s i t i o r  t h a t  no a c t i o n  by t h e  Depar tmen t ,  
t ;bethcr  Fursuart tc D.C. Code, S e c .  5 -1206  ( 1 9 8 8 )  o r  to 
~i~c~ t l - i e r  prevision of  D . C .  Code, Sec. 5 - 1 2 0 1  t h r o u g h  5-1213 
[1968), rcqcires s u c h  a r e f e r r a l ,  

The noas-d c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  D . C .  Code, Sec .  5--1206(c)  (1) 
f 1 9 8 8 j ,  or1 its f s c e ,  p r o v i d e s  a u t h o r i t y  for t h e  f i l i n g  cf 
th i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  b e f o r e  t h e  Board 
or; the n-erits ,  sr1C t h a t  pu r sua l - t  t o  D . C .  Code 5 - 1 2 0 6  ( c )  ( 3 )  
(1988), t h e  Bcard i s  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o  r e a c h  8 d e c i s i o n  n o t  
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l a i t r  :liar. Zvly 3 ,  1 9 9 0 .  i t  would be  u n w i s e  f o r  t h e  Roar? 
tc c'i sntss this a p p l i c s t i n n  w i t h o u t  a d d r e s s i n g  the c r i t e r i a  
t h a t  are set cbt in C.C.  Code, Sec. 5-1206(d) ( 1 9 8 8 ) .  
Accordingly, t h e  hoard  deriiec the n o t i o n  t o  d j s r n i s s  t h e  
applic&ticr LI 

C u r r e i l t l y ,  t h e  Republ ic  o f  Cape Verde houses  i t s  
chancery s t a f f  o€ approximatcly 1 0  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  
R a h c ~ - k - - N a c o n - k  E c v s e  I which i s  a d e s i g n a t e d  h i s t o u  ic 
landmark. ?'he Kingdon; of Sweden i s  t h e  c o n t r a c t  purc l iaser  
of t h e  s i t e ,  ere proposes  t o  house i t s  c h n c e r y  i n  t h e  
e x i s t i n q  F t r u c t u r e  and a prop- sed  a d d i t i o n .  Sweden would 
have 6 2  employees a t  the- s i t e .  The t o t a l  s t r u c t u r e  would 
cccupy a b o u t  c n e - h a l f  of t h e  l o t ,  acd would have 3 0 , 7 9 0  
square f e e t  of f l o o r  a r e a .  O f f i c e s  would be  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
basement and t h r e e  f 1-oors above-grade 

The Eo?rd re fer red  t P i s  a p p l i c a t i c n  t o  the I\;ayor's 
Agent f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  a d v i c e ,  anc! t h e  r e sponse  
of the Mayor 's  Agent h a s  heen h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  Board. I n  
l i g h t  or' t h e  c i r c u r s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e  Board h a s  d e c i d e d  t o  
d i s a p p r o v e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  basis, _ i ~  part, of 
h i s t c , r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  conce rns  I t h e  Department o f  S t a t e  n a y  
v - i s F  tcc c o n s i d e r  whether  t h e  Advisory  Counci l  on H i - s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v d t i o n  might  s f m i l a r l J 7  a s s i s t  t h e  13lt.p~jr Cment i n  f u t u r e  
C2,CCF * 

The h c i c j h t ,  kr : lk ,  and o v e r - a l l  scale  o f  t h e  propoced 
z Z c l L L l o n  are  s t a r k l y  and u n e q u i v o c a l l y  incompa t ih l  e w i t h  t h e  
r c z l e  cf t h e  Eabccck-Macomb Escuse. The e s s e n t i a l  r e s u l t  of 
t h e  p r o p o s a l  js t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  would become t h e  main 
struc-t-tert-. 011 r h e  l o t ,  k c t h  i n  fact and as viewed. The 
e z i s t i n q  h i s t o r i c  landmark would lcjeccme a minor e lement  o f  a 
n;ucF, iarcjer IW,C,C i t s  h i s t o r i c  consequence woula be l o s t .  

The Fcard r e c o g n i 2 e s  and  commends t h e  t e n a c i o u s  and 
r e m a r k b l e  e f f o r t  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t  tc a c h i e v e  a r e s c l u t i o n  
c f  a n  u n s o I v s k L e  probleni: tc p r e s e r v e  t h e  i p t e g r i t y  of a 
landmark s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  is c u r r e n t l y  f r e e - s t a p d i n g  w i t h i n  
tke c o n t e x t  o l  an a d d i t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  house 6 2  employees.  
The  problerr, i s  i n h e r e n t l y  i n c z p a b l e  of a s s t i s f a c t o r y  
r e s o l u t i o n .  

The number of emplovees,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  proposed  
garaqe e n t r y  cr 3 4 t h  Place,  would have a n  a d d i t i o n a l  a d v e r s e  
impact  on t h e  r r u p i e i p a l  i n t e r e s t ,  because  of t h e  t r a f f i c  
i r rpact ,  3 4 t h  Place fs a narrow r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t ,  and 
cou ld  i ~ c t  c f f e c t i ~ e l y  a b s o r b  t h e  chance ry  t r a f f i c .  

The Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  munic ipa l  i n t e r e s t  arc' 
hi s i c i i c  p r t s e r x ~ t i c n  v a l u e s  r e q u i r e  d i s a p p r o v a i  of t h i s  
a p p l i c e t i o n .  
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The f e d e r a l  i n t e r e s t  arid the i n t e r n s t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  
of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  wou ld  f a v o r  approval. ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  
s i r f  f i c i e n t  tc cvercome t h e  rcaior prcb lems of t h e  t r a f f i c  
i n q m c t r  and t h e  ; Idverse impact  OR a d e s i g n a t e d  h i s t o r i c  
landn,arIi 

Fased  upcr! t h e  f o r e q o i n a ,  i t  i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  
spplication is D I S A P P R O V E D ,  

T7(?TF: 3-1 (Zchn G .  Parsons  a r d  C a r r i e  L .  T h o r n h i l l  t o  
d i s a p p r o v e ;  Pau la  L. Jewell, t o  i l i s apprcve  by 
proxl7; P e g i n a l a  \I. C r i f f i t h  nct t o  d i s a p p r o v e ;  
C h a r l e s  R .  N o r r i s ,  n o t  voting, n o t  hav ing  heard 
t h e  ca se )  

BY ORDER OF THE C.C.  FOARD O F  Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT ~ 

ATTESTEC BY: 

E x e c u t i v e  Director 



GOVERNMENT O F  THE DiSTRlCT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD O F  Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

As Executive Girector of the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Adljustnwrlt ,  i hereby certify and Ettest to the fact that a 
copy of the ercier in thic zpFlication/appeal dated 
has been mailed postage prepaid to each party who appeared and 
psrticipated in the public hearing concerning this m a t t e r ,  and 
~ i k i ~  is listed below: 

JUN 2 9  1990 - 

Christopher H. Collins, E s q .  Richard Nettler, E s q .  
Allison C. Prince, E s q .  Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman, 
Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane Hoffberger and Hollander 
1666 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100 1800 K Street, N . W . ,  Suite 600 
Wash., D.C. 20006 Washington, D.C. 20006 

Patricia Wamsley, ANC 3C 
2737 Devonshire Pl., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

Stephen G. Peterson 

Gaithersburg, Md. 20877 
16628 S. Westland Drive 

Ronald Mlotek 
U.S. Dept. of State 
Office of Foreign Missions 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Andrea Ferster 
Nat'l Trust for Historic 

Preservation 
1785 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Howard S Berqer Patricia Wamsley 
2144 California St., N.W., #812 3238 Idaho Ave., N.W. 
Wash., D.C. 20008 Wash., D.C. 20016 

George Steuart 
2709 34th Pl., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

Mark Andrich 
2311 Conn. Ave., N.W. 

Sally Berk 
D.C. Preservation League 
2214 Wyoming Ave., N.W. 
Wash., D.C. 20008 

Richard L. Roth 
2707 34th Pl., N . W .  

Washington, D.C. 20008 

- - 
FQWARD I,. CURRY 
Fxecutive Direc tcr  
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Woodbury Carter 
2808 34th Pl., N.W. 
Wash., D.C. 20007 

Eleanore Moretti 
3411 Mass. Ave., N.W, 
Wash., D.C. 20007 

Mr. Tommy Karlsson 
Swedish Embassy 
600 New Hampshire Ave., N.W. 
Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

Ann L. Sheffield 
2707 34th Pl., N.W. 
Wash., D.C. 20007 

Jose Luis Fernandes Lopes 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the Republic of 

3415 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Wash., D.C. 20007 

Cape Verde 


