GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

RZA Application No. 15263, of the Republic of Cape Verde on
behalf of the Kingdom of Sweden, pursuant to 11 DCMR 1001,
for permissior under Secticn 1002 to expand an existing
chancery in a D/R~1-B District at premises 3415
Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., (Sguare 1939, Lot 40}.

HEARING DATE: April 18, 1990
DECISION DATE: June 6, 1990

ORDER DISAPPROVING
APPLICATION

The Foreign Missions Board of Zoning Adjustment has
decided tc¢ disgapprove this application. As is explained
below, the basis for the Board's decision is that:

{1} The size of the proposed chancery structure is not
cempatible with the scale of the existing Babcock-
Macomb House; and

(2) The number of emplovees on the chancery staff
weculd generate an adverse traffic impact on the
reighberhood, contraryv to the municipal interest,

As a preliminary procedural matter at the hearing, the
Board determined tc reserve until after the hearing its
decision on the motion of the Friends of the Babcock-Macomb
House tc dismiss the application. To the extent that the
motion reguires discussion, it is based on the argument that
the Department of State failed tc comply with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. 470f, in
that the Department did not refer the proposed filing of the
instant application tc the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation. The Department did not make such a referral,
and takes the position that no action by the Department,
whether pursuant tce D.C. Code, Sec. 5-1206 (1988) or to
another provision of D.C. Code, Sec. 5-1201 through 5-1213
{19€88), requires such a referral.

The Board concludesg that D.C. Code, Sec. 5-1206{c) (1)
(1988), on ites feace, provides authority for the filing of
this application, that this applicaticn is before the Board
on the merits, and that pursuant to D.C. Code 5-1206 (c¢) (3)
{(1988), the Bcard is constrained to reach a decision not
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later than July 3, 1990. It would be unwise for the Board
to dismiss this applicetion without addressing the criteria
that are set cut in D.C. Code, Sec. 5-1206(d) (1988).
Accerdingly, the Board denies the motion to dismiss the
applicaticon.

Currently, the Republic of Cape Verde houses its
chancerv staff of approximately 10 persons in the
Babcock-Macomb House, which is a designated historic
landmark. The Kingdom of Sweden is the contract purchaser
cf the site, and proposes to house its chancery in the
existing structure and a propcsed addition. Sweden would
have 62 emplovees at the site. The total structure would
occupy about cne-half of the lot, and would have 30,790
square feet of floor area. Cffices would be located in the
basement and three floors above-grade.

The Bcocard referred this application to the Mayor's
Agent for Historic Preservation for advice, and the response
of the Mayor's Agent has been helpful to the Board. In
light of the circumstance that the Board has decided to
disapprcve the application on the basis, in part, of
historic preservation concerns, the Department of State may
wish to consider whether the Advisory Ccouncil on Historic
Pregservation might similarly assist the Department in future

caeges.,

The height, bulk, and over-all scale of the proposed
ddition are starkly and unequivocally incompatible with the
cale of the Babccck-Macomb House. The essential result of
-he proposal is that the addition would become the main
tructure on the lot, kcth in fact and as viewed. The
exigting histeric landmark would become a minor element of a
much larger mags., Its historic conseguence would be lost.
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The Rcard recognizeg and commends the tenacious and
remarkable effort of the architect tc achieve a resclution
of an unsclvable problem: <to preserve the integrity of a
landmark structure that is currently free-standing within
the context of an addition that could house 62 emplovees.
The problem is inherently incapable of a satisfactory
resolution.

The number of emplovees, together with the proposed
garage entry on 34th Place, would have an additional adverse
impact on the municipal interest, because of the traffic
impact. 34th Place is a narrow residential street, and
could nct effectively absorb the chancery traffic.

The Board concludes that the municipal interest ard
histeoric preservetion values require disapproval of this
application.
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The federal interest and the international obligations
of the United States would favor approval, but are not
sufficient tc cvercome the major prcoblems of the traffic
impact and the adverse impact on a designated historic
landmark.

Rased upon the foregoinag, it is ORDERED that the
application is DISAPPROVED.

VOTE: 3-1 {(John G. Parsons and Carrie L. Thornhill to
disapprove; Paula L. Jewell, to disapprove by
proxy; Reginald W. CGriffith not to disapprove;
Charles R. Norris, not voting, not having heard
the case}.

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. ROARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT .

ot

ATTESTED BY:

FDWARD L. CURRY /
Executive Director

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: JUN 29 1990

152630rcdexr/BIWAEL



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

APPLICATION/LFFEAL NC. 15263

As Executive Director of the Board of Zoning Adjustment
ACjustment, I herebv certify and attest to the fact that a

copy of the Crder in this application/appeal dated

JIN 29 j9on -

has been mailed postage prepaid to each party who appeared and
dethlpateQ in the public hearing concerning this matter, and

who is listed below:

Christopher H. Collins, Esdg.
Allison C. Prince, Esqg.

Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane
1666 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100
wWash., D.C. 20006

Patricia Wamsley , ANC 3C
2737 Devonshire P1l., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007

Stephen G. Peterson
16628 S. Westland Drive
Gaithersburg, Md. 20877

Howard S Berger
2144 California St., N.W., #812

Wash., D.C. 20008
George Steuart

2709 34th Pl., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20607

Mark Andrich
2311 Conn. Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008

Richard Nettler, Esqg.

Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman,
Hoffberger and Hollander

1800 K Street, N.W., Suite 600

Washington, D.C. 20006

Ronald Mlotek

U.S. Dept. of State

Office of Foreign Missions
Washington, D.C. 20520

Andrea Ferster
Nat'l Trust for Historic

Preservation
1785 Mass. Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Patricia Wamsley
3238 Idaho Ave., N.W.
Wash., D.C. 20016

Sally Berk

D.C. Preservation League
2214 Wyoming Ave., N.W.
Wash., D.C. 20008

Richard L. Roth
2707 34th - P1., N.W.

Wash., D. C 20007
"*/CS

EDWARD IL.. CURRY

Executive Directcr

DATE:
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Woodbury Carter
2808 34th Pl., N.W.

Wash., D.C.

20007

Eleanore Moretti
Ave., N.W,

3411 Mass.
Wash., D.C.

20007

Mr. Tommy Karlsson
Swedish Embassy
600 New Hampshire Ave.,

Suite 600
Washington,

D.C.

20037

N.

W.

Ann L. Sheffield
2707 34th Pl., N.W.
Wash., D.C. 20007

Jose Luis Fernandes Lopes

Ambassador

Embassy of the Republic of
Cape Verde

3415 Mass. Ave., N.W.

Wash., D.C. 20007



