GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT ©OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

Application No. 152786 of John M. Wildman on behalf of the
Covernment of the Republic cof Argentina, pursuant to 11 DCMR
1001, for perniscion under Secticns 503 and 1002 to locate a
chancery in an SP“l District at premises 1612 18th Street,
N.W., {(Squere 134, Lot 815}.

HEARING DATE: April 18, 1990
DECISTION DATE: May 5, 1990

TNTRODUCTION

Thie espplication was filed by Jochn M. Wildman on kehalf
of the Government ¢f the Fepubl*c cf Argentina pursuant to
Secticn 266 of the Foreign Missions Act (Title I1, Public
Law ¢7-241, 96 Stat. 286, August 24, 1982} to locate its
Chancery at 1612 - 18th Street, N.W. (Square 134, Lot €1%)
in an SP-1 Digtrict. The epplication was considered by the
Eoard 4r accordance with the reguirements of Chapter 16 of
the Zoning Regulaticns. Chapter 10 was adopted ky the
Zering Commission to implement Section ZC€ cf the Foreign
Misegicons Act. The public hearing was conducted as a
rule-making proceeding under Chapter 33 cof the Supplemental
Pules of Practice and Prccedure before the Board cf Zoning
Adiustment,

APPLICATION

The applicent owng the property at 1612 - 18th Street,
N.W. Tt is improved with a brick, semi-detached structure
thet shares & wall with a townhocuse at 1802 Corcoran Street,
Zosmall patic site behind the structure, and is part of an
erciceed alley zlpplng parallel tc Corcoran Street. The
propertyv, which is located in the SP-1 Zone District,
containg 1,668 square feet of floor area.
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Tre applicant indicated that rencovaticns tc the
irterior of the property in 1985 made it practically
vrusahle as & residence. As a result of these rencovatiorns,
+he buildirng row consists of a first floor with cone large
roem and a secend floor with two smaller rooms. There is no
kitchen, dec1p¢n9 the main room on the first flccr is an
area of approximately twenty-four sqguare feet that contains
& small sirk, twoe burners and a mini-refriceratcr. There
is, hcwever, no oven, dish washer, ccounter or cabinet space
cif any size. Ncr is there space to add ery cf these items.
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PLICATLION NO. 15

The cutward appearance of the site is that of a
idence. The premises can be entered from Ccncoran
Street, but the main entrance is cn 18th Street.
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The subject preopertv is lccated less than fifty vards
from the Embassy of Argentina - 1600 New Hampshire Avernue,
and Argentine's Permanent Mission te the Orcganization of
American States -~ 1816 Corcoran Street. The applicant
prcposes to use the property as the Consular Section for the
Republic of Argentina. Presently, the Cecrsular Secticn is
located in Raltimore, Maryland and performs the consular
functions for the Mid-Atlantic area. The Republic of
Argentina wishes to relocate the office tc the District of
Ceolurbia. It is expected tc operate more efficiently
FLecause cof its close proximity to the Arcentinean Embassy.
Emplovees et the Embassy Counsular Section can be used
interchargeably when needed and Cecnsular Section emplcyees
can meet with Fmbassy Officials without long distance
travel. There will be only one Ccnsul and four emplovees
whecse werk hours will be from 9:00 2.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday
threcugh Friday. Nc more than five visitors a cey will be
expected.

The Section's dutilies include issuance of visas, renewal
of passports, filing of invoices for export fees and
certificetion and filing cof documents. The malicrity of the
work is done by phone or mail.

The lccation of a Chancery in an SP-~1 District is
permitted, subject to disarrroval of the Board of Zoning
2dijustment after review based on the criteria set forth in
Secticr 206 ({d) of the Foreign Missions Act.

FOREIGN MISESICNS ACT CRITERIA

In considering the subject application, the Bcard must
apply the specific criteria set forth in Section 1001, et
geg., of Chepter 10 c¢f the Zoning Regulations. A Chancery
shall be & permitted use in a Special Purpose District,
subject to disapproval by the Bcard based on these criterie,
which are as follows:

(a) Section 1001.2. The international obligatiocn cf
the United States to facilitate the provision cof
adequate and secure facilities for foreign
missions in the nation's capital.

(b) Secticns 1001.3 end 1001.4. Historic
preservation, as Geterminred by the Board in
carrving out this Section; and in order tc ensure
cerpeatibility with historic larndmarks and histeric
districts, substantial compliance with District of
Cclumbia and federal regulations governing

historic preservation shall be recuired with
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respect to new construction and to demcolition of
cr alteration to historic landmarks.

Section 1001.5. The adeqguacy of off-street or
other parking, and the extent to which the area
will be served by public transpertation to reduce
parking requirements that mav be determined by the
Secretary of State, after consultation with
federal agencies authorized to perform protective

services,

{4} Section 1001.6 The extent to which the area i
capable of being adecuately protected, as
determined by the Secretarv of State after

<
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consultation with federal agencies authorized to

perform protective services.

(5) Section 1001.7. The municipal interest, as
determined by the Mavor.

{6) Section 1001.8. The federal interest, as
determined by the Secretarv of State.

EVALUATION

forth in the Zoning Regulations, the Rcard

With respect to the above-referenced s

1t

tates the
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following:

(1)

(2)

The internaticnal cobligation of the United States:

¥ criteria set

By letter dated March 2, 1990, the Acting Director of

the Cffice of Foreign Missions of the Department of
State, the delegate representative of the Secretary
State, determined that the international obligation
the United States to facilitate the provision of
adequate and secure facilities for foreign missions
the Nation's Capital will be met by the approval of
this application.

Historic Preservation: The subject propertv is located

within the Dupont Circle Historic District. It has
not, however, been designated an historic landmerk.
The application doces not involve new construction,
demolition or alteraticon to the exteriocr of the

building. The applicant onlv proposes to place a flag
and plaques at the main entrance. ZAccordinglv, there

will be no impact on the historic preservation
obiectives of the Digtrict of Columbia.

Parking and transportation: There will be only a small

number of visitors to the Chancerv because most of

A
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business is conducted by mail and visas are no longer
required for travel to Argentina. Conseqguently, there

is no need for a large number of parking spaces.
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Pursuant to Section 2101.1 of the Zoning Regulations, a
chancerv in & Special Purpcose District must have one
off-street parking spece for each additicnal 1,800
square feet of grcess floor area in excess of 2,000
square feet, Under this formula, no off-street parking
is required for the sublect property. However, the

applicant has agreed to provide off-street parking in
the lot behind 1812 Corccran Street, Argentina's

Migsion to the Crganization of American States.
Fmployees of the Consular Section will be allcwed to
park in this lcot and two spaces will be reserved for
visitors.

The area is well served by public transpcrtation. Cabs
are readily accessible, numerous bus lines serve the
area ard the Dupcnt Circle Metro is three blocks away.
Erplovees are encouraged to use public transporteticn,
and a nmaijority are expected to do so.

Protection: The Office of Foreign Missicns, in its
letter of March 2, 1990, determined that no security
requirements exist beyond these applicable to all
facilities of foreign missicns in the District of
Cclurmkie and that the site and area are capable of
being adequately protected.

Municipal Interest: The Director of the Office of
Plannirg for the District of Ceclumbia, the delegated
representative of the Mayor, by memcrandum dated April
16, 1960, noted the proposed use cf the property, the
traffic and parking conditions and factors affecting
historic preservation. The Office of Planning pcinted
cut that no changes in the hours of coperation are
plarred and that the propcosal deces nct invelve use of
the property tc entertain or tc hold meetings.

In the cpinion of the Cffice cf Planning, the site is
located in a District appropriaete for chanceries. The
frontage on New Hampshire Averuve and the frontage alcng
18th Street, in the subject square, contain mostly
offices and chanceries.

The Cffice of Planning is of the opinicn that the
proposed lcocation of the chancery of the Covernment of
the Republic of Argentina is not irccensistent with the
criteria for approval as specified in Sections 1001 and
1002 of the Zoning Regulations. The locaticn of the
chercery, as proposed, will not create ckijecticnable
inpacts cn the traffic and parking conditicns in the
ceneral area because of ite proximity to a metrorail
station, the small numker of visitors expected daily
and the reservaticn of currently unused parking spaces
in the nearby parking lct. The Office of Planning
further stated that the impact on land use will be
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minimized kecause use cf the row house as a chancery
will nect substantially change its previcus coffice use
and because there will be ro entry tc the structure
frem Corcoran Street where row house dwellings are
located. There will alsc ke ncoc loss of residential
space as a result of the proposed use. In the view of
the Cffice of Planning, the historic district will not
be adversely impacted because there are no propcsed
alteraticns to the exterior of the gtructure. TFinally,
the Office of Planning ncted that the Fire Department
has no objecticn to the applicaticn. The Office of
Flanning has determined thet the proposed chancery
location is nct inconsistent with the criteria for
approval as specified in Sections 1001 and 1002 of the
Zcning Regulations. Accordingly, approval of the
application was recommended.

{6} Federal Interest:

The Office of Foreign Missions has determined that
approval ¢f the applicaticn is consistent with the
Feceral interest in meeting the interreticnail
obligation of the United States to facilitate the
provisiocn of adecuate and secure facilities for
foreign misgions in the nation's capital.

ALVISCORY NEIGHBORHOCD COMMISSICN

Advisory Neighborhced Commission (ANC) 2B submitted a
written report con April 6, 1290 that stated that this
application was congidered et its meeting cn March 28, 1990
which was attended by all seven Commissioners. The ANC
veted 6-0 to oppose the application, cone Commissioner having
recused himself, on the ground that use of the space as
chancery would further erode the buffer between residential
and commercial zones by remcving another resicdence from
Corcoran Street. Alsc, diplomatic parking continues to be a
sericus problem in the area. The ANC is therefore of the
opinicn that the prcoposed use is inceonsistent with the municipal
interest. The Rcard disagrees with the ANC. The main entrance
tc the property is on 18th Street where there are a number
of coffices arnd chancery facilities. The Corcoran Street
entrance will he closed off. Furthermcre, the property has
noct been used as a residence since 1985, Finally, the Bcard
notes that no Diplematic parking spaces will be reguested.
Farking spaces are to be provided in a nearby lot.

DECISION

On the basis c¢f the reccord before it and the criteria
cf Secticn 10CC of the Zoning kegulations, the Roard
determines thaet the standercds cf the Zoning Regulations have
been met by this application. Accecrdingly, it is hereby
CRDERED that his application is APPRCOVED, subject to the
CONDITICN that the applicant provides adequate parking for
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employvees of the Consular Section and two parking spaces for
visiters, to be located on the parking lot behind 1812
Corcoran Street, N.W.

VOTE : 3~-0 (Reginald Griffith, John G. Parsons, anrd
Carrie L. Thornhill to approve; Paula L.
Jewell and Charles R. Norris not voting, not

having heard the case).

BY ORDEE OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

.

ATTESTED BY:

EDWARD L. CURRY
Executive Director

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 0k 2 _loan

H
K

PURSUANT TO D.C. CODE SEC., 1-2531 (1987}, SECTICN 267 OF
p.C. LAW 2-38, THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF 1977, THE APPLICANT
IS REQUIRED TC COMPLY FULLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF D.C. LAW
2-328, AS AMENDED, CODIFIED AS D.C. CODE, TITLE 1, CHAPTER 25
{1687), AND THIS ORDER IS CONDITIONED UPCN FUILI. COMPLIANCE
WITH THOSE PROVISICNS. THE FAILURE OR REFUSAL OF APPLICANT
TO COMPLY WITH ANY PROVISICNS OF D.C. LAW 2-38, AS AMENDED,
SHALL BE A PROPER BASIS FOR THE REVOCATION OF THIS ORDER.

UNDER 11 DCMR 3103.1, "NO DECISION OR ORDER OF THE BROARD
SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME FINAT
PURSUANT TC THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE
BEFORE THE BOARD CF ZONING ADJUSTMENT,"

THIS CRDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MCONTHS
APTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH
PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE
OF CCCUPANCY IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND
REGULATORY AFFAIRS.

152780crder/RHS21



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

APPLICATION No. 15278

s Executive Director of the BRoard of Zoning
Aéjustment, I hereby certify and attest tc the fact that a
letter has been mail to &ll parties, dated JUN 8 joon
and mailed postace prepaid tc each party who appeared and
participated in the public hearing concerning this matter,
and who is listed below:

Gregory A. Raer
Williams & Connolly

83¢ -~ 17th Street, N.W.
Washinagton, D.C. 20006

Jose Vignclo
1600 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 2GCC9

Ronald Mlotek

U.S. Department of State
Office of Foreign Missions
Washington, D.C. 2052¢C

Cuido C. Fenzi
1824 -~ 16th Street, N.W.
VWechingten, L.C. 200C°

Jack K. Evens, Chairperson

Adviscry Neichbcecrhood Commission 2-B
1526 Ccnnecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 200
Washincgton, D. C. 20036

EDWARD 1.. CURRY 7
Frecutive Director



