GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

rly

Application Tc 15279 of the Republic of the Marchell Islands,
pureuant to 11 DCMR 1001, for permissicn under Section 1002
' iocate a crancmxj on Llc ground floor of & structure in a

D/P-1-F Di

“ict at premises 2433 Massachusgetts Avenue,
N.W., (Sguare 2506, Lot 46).
HEARING DATE: September 26, 1%9C
DECISTON DATE: September 26, 1990 f(Bench Decision)

INTRODUCTION ¢

The application was filed by “Pe kepublic of the

Marshall Islands pursuant to Secti 206 of the Foreign
I (Titl li, Public I'v O” 241, 96 Stat. 286,

issions Act
ugust Z4, 19827 +
oground floor of its existing embassy in a D/R-1-B District
at 2433 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. (Sguare 5506, Lot 46).
The application was considered by the RBoard in accordance
with the requiremehts of Chapter 10 of the Zoning Regulia-
tions., Chapter 10 of the Zoning Regulations, was adopted by
the Aonlng Commission to implement Section 206 of the
Foreign Miseions Act. The public hearing was conducted as a
rulemaxing proceeding under Chapter 32 of the Zoning quuiam
ticns, the Supplemental Rules of Practice and Procedu
before the Board of Zoning Adjustment,

e
o locate 1is ghancexy Qn part of the
s
tt

APPT.TCATION

The subiect site ig 1 in a D/R~1-B District con
the north side c¢f Massach z Avenue between Callforrle
and Z4th Streets and consis of 5,416 square feet in land
area. The site is improved with a four-stoxry i structure
iormerly used as a single f “w regidence, The property is
currently OCﬁUhieﬁ as the ial residence of the ambassador

of the Revoublic of the Ma rshall Islands. The Republic of
the Marshall 1%iapds intends to occupy approximatelv 1,174
square feet of flcor area on the ground floor of the
structure for chancerv pum 5, The chancery of the
Republic of the Mershalls Islands is currently located at
1901 Pennsvlivania Avenue, N.W,

The area surrounding the sublect site ies developed
primarily with embassies and chanceries in the D/Overlay
District and is generally described as "euwbassy row.'
the west of j i Embassy of Venezuela and
east is the »ia. The Canadian Embassy
located across ta Avenue from the subiject
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The property is located in a D/R=1-B District. A
chancerv is Ltted use in a "DY Overlay District,
subject to t lisapproval of the Boerd of Zoning Adjustment
after review ba ed on the criteria set forth in Secticn
200{d} of the Foreicrn Missions Act,

FOREIGN MISSIONE ACT CRITERIA:

In ConQiﬂ@W*ﬂq the subject application, the Board must
apply the specific criteria set forth in Section 206(d) of
the Toreign Missions Act and Section 1001 of the Zoning
Regulations as follows:

1. Sub-gection 1001.2 The international obligation
of the United States to facilitate the provision
0% adequate and secure facilities 7 foreion
missicne in the Nation's Capitel.

2. Sub~section 1001.3 and 1001.4 Historic pregervation
as determined by the Board in carrying cut this
cticrn; and in order to ensure compatibility with
historic landmarks and historic districts, substan-
tial compliance with District and Federal regulations
governing historic preservation L be required
vith respect to new construction and to demolition

of or alteration to historic landmarks.
3. Sub~section 1001.5 The adequacy of off-street or

other parking, and the extent to which the ares
will be served by public transportation to reduce
narking requirements, subject to any special
security requirements that may be determined by

the Secretary of State, after consultation with
.4:
(,‘1

deral agencies authorized to perfocrm protective
services,

4, Sub-gsection 1001.6 The extent to which the ares
1s capable of bheing adequaf@ly protected, as
determined by the Secretarv of State, after

consuitation with ieuer i agﬁnqies authorized to

periorm protective services,

5. Suk-gection 1001.7 The municipal interest, as
determined by the Mavor,

6. Sub-gsection 1001.8 The feder interest, as

determined by the Secretary State.

LEVATLUATION:

With regmect to the above-numbered criterie get forth
7

in the Zoning R agulations, the Board states the following:
i The International Obligation of the United States,

By letter dated August 30, 1990, and by testimonv
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at the public hearing, the Acting Director of the
Office of Foreign Missicns, on behalf of the
Secretary of State, determined that the int
tional ckligations of the United States to facilli-
tate the DYOVlﬁ%OP Ci adecuate and gecure

LCLLWfles for foreion missions in the Nation's
C&NLth will ke met py the ap roval oif thisg
application. 1In addition, the Secretarv of State
has deternined that no special security require-~
mente exist bevond those applicable to all facili-
ties of foreign missiong in the District of
Columbia, that the site ard ares are capable of
being protected, and thet the proposed location i
consistent with the federal interests in the
Foreign Missiong and International Organizations
Flement of the Comprehensive Plan.

2. Fistoric Preservation, The etructure is located
within the Massachusetts Avenue Historic District.
The building itself is dewlghato( as an historic
landmark, formerly }n@ as the "Harrv Wardman
Residence,” Thie app hafion does not recuire
alteration or a&uitjun to the extericr oi the
uildinq? so the integrity o¢f the Historic

istrict and the Landmerk will be preserved.

{a

. Parking and Transportation. Section 2101.1 of the
zoning Regulations doeg not regquire any minimum
number of pavking spaces for a chancery office
which contains less than 2,000 square feet asg
proposed., It is proposed that the cifice will be
occupied by a maximum of five emplovees, including
the Anmbassedor. In addition, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands issues visas upon arrival in the
Marshall lends. Therefcre, the Chancerv will

attract a relatively low number of visitors,

approximately 15 per month, whoe must visit the
chancerv on cother husiness.

-

The applicant ig pl(&n ling twe on-site parkin
in an existing rage accessed through the &
Ifrom Massachuse L Afgxhc@ ITrnn addition, the aD licant
anticipates lizing three on-street diprDdl‘U
rarking spaces and has made arrangements with the
Zmbassy of Zambia to lease four parking spaces at

the rear ¢f the Zambian Embassy propertv to the

east of the subject site to ensure adequate parking
availlability for staff and visitors et all tines.

1g Spaces
E

4, Protection. The Cffice of Foreign Missions has
determined theat the area is capable of being
adequately p*otoczed and that no special security
requirements exist bevond those applicable to all
facilities of foreign missions in the District of
Columbia.
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. The Municipal Intervest. The Director of the
Office of Planning (UP), the delegated representa-
tive of the Mayor, by memorandum dated September
18, 1990, and by testimonry &t the hearing, recom-
mended epproval of the application. The OP
reviewed the o}E»JU“‘lUH and states its opinicor
that appveval is net inceonsistent with the
criteria for approval specified in Section 206 (d)
of the Foreign Missions Act. The operation of the
chancery on one flcocor of the subject premises is
not expected to create any objec tLOndblﬁ inpacts
on the traffic and parking situation in the area,
nor will its operatiorns impact negatively on the
Messachusetts Avenue Historic District.

6. The Federal Interest. The Office of Foreign
Missions has determinecd that approval of the
aDFTEP8K¢Un would be consistent with FPederal

interests in the Foreign Missions and Interna-
ticnel Organizations Element of the Comprehensive
Plar, end weould #ulfill the international obliga-~
tion of the Uhlfed States to prcvid adeguate and
secure facilities for foreicn missions in the
nation’s Capital.

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHCOD COMMISSION:

Advisory Neighborhcod Commission (ANC) 1D submitted a
written report on September 19, 1990, that stated it had
considered this application at its meeting on Centember 11,
1990, which was attended by a cguorum of two Commissioners
pregent and voting. The ANC voted 2-C to approve the
application with the conditicr that cne additional parking
space be cbtained from the neighboring embassy and, further,
that 1f the cwb ect property were sold the chancery approval
would not bhe cluded.

The Board is required by statute to give "great weight"
to the issues and concerns of the ANC, 1In addressing the
conditions recommended by the ANC, the Board notes that the
applicant has entered into an agreement with the Government

of Zambia to leasec Fhvr off-street parking spaces. The
Board further notes that anv asbandonment of the approvec
hancery use would “esult in the discontinuance of the

eifect of this Crder. Any future use of the premises not
ernitted as a matter-of-right in the D/E~1-D District would
be required to seek appropriate review and approval.

DECLISION
On the basiszs of the record before it and the criteria

of Section 1001 of the Zoning Regulaticns, the Board
determines that the standards of the Zoning Regulations heve
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been met by this applicaticn. Accordingly, it is hereby
CRDERED that this application is AFPROVED,

VOTE: 40 (Paula L. Jewell, Reginald Griffith, John C.

Parsons and Charles R. Norris to approve;
Carrie L. Thornhill not present, not voting).

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

ATTESTED RBY:

EDWARD 1., CURRY
Executive Director

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: NOV | 6 1990

PURSUANT TC D.C. CODE SEC. 1-2531 (1987), SECTION 267 OF
D.C. LAW 2-38, THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF 1977, THE APPLICANT
IS5 REQUIRED TC COMPLY FUILLY WITH THE PROVISIONS CF D.C. LAW
2-38, AS AMENDED, CODIFIED AS D.C. CODE, TITLE 1, CHAPTER 25
{1927}, AND THIS ORDER IS CONDITIONED UPON FULIL COMPLIANCE
WITH THCSE PROVISIONS., THE FAILURE CR REFUSAL OF APPLICANT
TO COMPLY WITH ANY PRCVISICNS OF D.C. LAW 2-38, AS AMENDED,
SHALL BE A PROPER BASIS FOR THE REVOCATION OF THIS ORDER.

UNDER 11 DCME 3103.1, "NO DECISION OR ORDER OF THE BOARD
SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME FINAL
PURSUANT TC THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES CF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE
BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT.

THIS CRDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FCR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH
PERICD AN APFLICATICN FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE
OF OCCUPANCY IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND
REGULATORY AFFAIRS.

1537%0rder/LJP65



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

APPLICATIOCNI/APFEAIL No. 1537¢

As Executive Director of the Roard of Zoning Adjust-
mert, I hereky certify ard attest to the fact that a copyv of
the Crder in this case, dated NOV | o 1990

has been mailed pcstage prepaid to each party who appeared
erd participated in the public hearinag ccncerning this
netter, ard whe is listed below:

Robin B. Haves, Esquire
Stchlman, Beuchert, Egan & Smith
1775 Penn. Ave., N.W., Ste. 400
Wash, D.C. 20006

The Republic of Marshall Islands
1601 Penn. Ave., N.W., Ste. 503
Wash, L.C. 20006

Jeen Lirdlev, Chairperson

Ecviscry Neichkcrhood Commissiorn 1-D
1500 Ccrrnecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washingtcer.,, D. C. 20009

David C. Fields, = Director
Cffice of Feoreign Missions
U.S. Department of State
Focm 2105

wash, D.C. 20520

EDWARD I.. CURRY
Executive Director

care: NOV 19 1900




