GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF zoONING ADJUSTMENT

Appl i cation No. 15509 of the Fl eet Reserve Associ ati on on behal f of
the Arab Republic of Egypt, pursuant to 11 DCOVR 1001, for perm s-

si on under Section 1002to | ocate a chancery in an SP-2 District at
prem ses 1303 New Hanpshire Avenue, N.W, (Square N-99, Lot 800).

HEARI NG DATE:  June 26, 1991
DECI SI ON DATE  June 26, 1991 (Bench Deci si on)

| NTRODUCTI ON:

The application was filed by the Fl eet Reserve Associ ati on on
behal f of the Arab Republic of Egypt to occupy the prem ses at 1303
New Hanpshire Avenue, NW as a chancery. The application was
consi dered by the Board in accordance with the requirenents of Sec-
tion 1000 of the Zoning Regul ations. Section 1000 was adopted by
the Zoning Comm ssion to inplenment the M xed-Use Diplonmatic Dis-
trict and Section 206 of the Foreign Mssions Act (Title 11, Public
Law 97-241, 96 Stat. 286, August 24, 1982). The public hearing was
conduct ed as a rul emaki ng proceedi ng under Chapter 33 of the Sup-
pl emental Rules of Practice and Procedure before the Board of
Zoni ng Adj ust nent .

APPL| CATI ON

The Arab Republic of Egypt is the contract purchaser of the
property at 1303 New Hanpshire Avenue, NW, whichis inproved with
a 3-story structure containing 5,885 square feet of gross floor
area. The property, which is located in the SP-2 zone, was used
for the last 45 years for nonresidential purposes. The contract
purchaser intends to occupy the property for chancery use by the
Egyptian Cul tural and Educational Bureau. No additions or altera-
tions to the building are anti ci pat ed.

The Bureau is presently located in | eased space at 2200 kal o-
rama Road, NW The Bureau handles matters of educational, cul-
tural and scientific affairs. Visitors to the existing |ocation
average |less than 3 per day, and this nunber is expected to con-
tinue. The Bureau enploys a total of 25 individuals. There are
no i mredi at e changes 1 n the nunber of personnel anti cipated.

The | ocation of a chancery inthe SP-2 District isa permtted
use subj ect to disapproval of the Board of Zoni ng Adjustnent after
review based on the criteria set forth in Section 206(d) of the
Foreign M ssions Act and Section 1001 of the Zoni ng Regul ati ons.

FOREI GN M SSI ON ACT CR TERI A

In considering thesubject application, the Board nust apply
the specific criteria set forth in Section 206(d) of the Foreign
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M ssions Act and Section 1001 of the Zoning Regul ati ons as fol | ows:

1. Subsection 1001.2: The international. obligation of the
United Statesto facilitate the provision of adequate and

secure facilities for foreign mssions in the Nation's
Capital .

2. Subsections 1001.3 and 1001.4 : H storic preservation as
determned by the Board in carrying out this section; and
in order to ensure conpatibility wth historic | andnarks
and historic districts, substantial conpliancewth D s-
trict and federal regul ati ons governing historic preser-
vation shall be requiredwi th respect to newconstruction
and to denolitionof or alterationto historic |andnmarks.

3. Subsection 1001.5: The adequacy of off-street or
ot her parking, and the extent to which the area will be
served by Public transportation to reduce parking
requi rements, subject to any special security require-
nents that may be determned by the Secretary of State,
after consultation with federal agencies authorized to
performprotective services.

4. Subsecti on 1001. 6: The extent to which the area is
capabl e of being adequately protected, as determ ned by
t he SecretarK of State, after consultationwth federal
agenci es aut hori zed to perform protective services.

5. Subsection 1001.7: The nunicipal interest, as determ ned
by the Mayor.
6. Subsection 1001.8: The federal interest, as determ ned
by the Secretary of State.
EVALUATI ON

Wth respect to the six criteria identified in the
Regul ations, the Board states the foll ow ng:

1. The International oligation of the United States:
letter dated June 12, 1991, the Director of the O fice of Foreign
M ssions of the Departnent of State, the del egated representative
of the Secretary o Sates, determned that the international obli-
gation of the United States to facilitate the provisions of
adequate and secure facilities for the Goverrnent of the Arab
Republ ic of Egypt for its diplomatic mssion in Washingtonw |l be
nmet by the approval of this application. In addition, the
Secretary of State has determned that no special security
requi rements exist, that the site and area are capabl e of being

adequat el y protected, and that the proposed | ocation is consistent
with the federal interest.



BZA APPLI CATI ON NO 15509
PAGE 3

2. H storic Preservation: The structure is located in the
Dupont Grcle Hstoric District, but is not a historic |andnark.
Thi s appl i cati on does not invol ve new construction, denolition, or
alteration to a historic landmark. The only exterior addition
contenplated is a snall plaque on the building. The record
contains a report of the staff of the Hs- toric Preservation
Revi ew Board recommendi ng approval of this plaque. The Ofice of
Planning testified that the Hstoric Preser- vation Review Board
voted to recommend approval of the plaque to the Foreign M ssions
Board of Zoning Adjustnent. The Board finds that the addition of
the plaque is appropriate and consistent with the character of
ot her properties in the historic district.

3. Par ki ng and Transportation: Section 1001.5 requires the
Board to consider the adequacy of off-street or other parking, and
the extent to which the area will be served by public transport a-
tion, subject to special security requirenents as determ ned by t he
Secretary of State. The applicant has net with officials fromthe
Departnment of Public Wirks to ensure that parking is provided in a
manner that adequately serves the needs of the Bureau.

Because the subject siteis a historic building that contri -
butes to the character of the historic district, no parking spaces
woul d be required, pursuant to Section 2100.5 of the Zoni ng Regul a-
tions. |f parking were required, then Section 2101.1 of the Zoni ng
Regul ati ons would require 2 parking spaces for the subject site.
The Applicant has submtted a parking pl an showi ng 15 spaces ont he
existing parking lot on the subject site, utilizing stacked par-
king. The Board finds that the subject sits nore than adequately
accommodates the parking needs of the Bureau. At present,
approxi mately 15 enpl oyees drive to the Bureau's current site. A
nunber of these vehicles carry nore than one enpl oyee. The current
site is not conveniently l|ocated near a Metrorail station. The
policy of the Bureau is to encourage carpooling. Initially, it is
expected that 15 enployees will drive to the subject site, with an
average of 12 cars on the site at the sanme tine. Because of the
enhanced accessibility to the Mtro at the newlocation, as
conpared to the present |ocation, the Bureau expects that nore of
its enployees will use public transportation.

The subject site is within one block of the Dupont Grcle
Metro station and nunerous bus routes serving 20th Street and New
Hanpshire, nnecticut and Massachusetts Avenues. The Bureau
recei ves an average of less than 3 visitors per day. The majority
of visitors arrive by taxi or other simlar neans, and few if any,
drive their cars to the site (except for delivery vehicles). For
those few visitors who do drive, there is available short term
par ki ng on the street, and nunerous parking garages in the area.

The Departnment of Public Wrks (DPW submtted a report dated
June 19, 1991. DPWnotes that the Zoning Regulations require 2
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of f-street parking spaces, and 15 off-street parking spaces are
provi ded. The DPW report also notes the existence of public
transportation in the area. DPWconcluded that the request wl |
have a negligible inpact on the |local transportation system and
t herefore, DPW has no objection to the proposed use.

After consultationw th federal agencies authorizedto perform
protective services, the Departnent of State has detern ned that

there exist no special security requirenents relating to parking
requirements in this case.

Based upon the above, the Board finds tha the proposal
i ncl udes adequat e of f-street parking for the proposed use, and t hat

there i s adequate public transportation avail abl e to reduce parki ng
requi rements.

4. Prot ecti on: The Ofice of Foreign Mssions has
determned that the subject site and area are capable of being
adequat el y prot ect ed.

5. Muni ci pal Interests: The Director of the Ofice of
Planning (OP), the delegated representative of the Myor, by
menor andum dated June 18, 1991, and by testinony at the hearing,
recommended approval of the application. The Ofice of Planning
reviewed the plans and application and stated its opinion that

approval is not inconsistent wth Sections 1001 and 1002 of the
Zoni ng Regul ati ons.

The O fice of Manning recommended that the application be
approved. (P suggested that, in order to prevent negative inpacts
on t he surroundi ng area, screeni ng shoul d be provided for the trash
receptacle which is currently located in the parking lot. The
Board finds that a requirenment to store trash wthin the buil ding,
as a condition of this approval, would be preferable to construc-
tion of a screening wall for the trash receptacle. TheDirector of
the Bureau, by testinony at the public hearing, agreed to this
alternative.

The Departnent of Public Wrks, by nenorandumdated June 19,
1991, indicated no objection to the proposed use. DPw found that
t he 15 stacked parking spaces on the site would be sufficient to
accommodat e t he needs of the Bureau. DPWnoted that there will be
a parking attendant available to nove cars. There are two curb
cuts into the parking lot, from 20th Street and from N Street.
Resi dential permt parking exists on both sides of New Hanpshire
Avenue from 7:00 A.M. to 8:30 P.M, Mnday-Friday. In addition,
the north side of N Street, adjacent to the site, provides resi-
dential permt parking from7:00 AM to 6: 30 P. M, Monday- Fri day.
Adj acent to the subject site on 20th Street, 2 hour netered parking
is available from800 A M to 6:30 P.M, Monday-Friday. The site
is served by 8 bus routes along New Hanpshire Avenue, and 6 bus
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routes along 20th Street, as well as the Dupont Grcle Metrorail
station. DPW concluded that, froma transportation perspective,
the subject request will have a negligible inpact on the |ocal
transportati on system

Reports were also received fromthe Ofice of Business and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent , the Fire Departnent, and the H storic Pre-
Preservation Review Board indicating either support or no oppo-
sition to the application.

The Director of the Bureau testified that the Bureauhas been
| ocated at 2200 Kalorama Road, NW for 45 years, pursuant to a
| ease, and that the | ease has expired. The Bureau was not given
the opportunity to purchase the site. Therefore, the Bureau nust
find new quarters. The subject site was identified as an appro-
priate | ocation because of the avail able parking and size of the
building. The Director stated that the majority of the work of the
Bureau i s conducted by tel ephone, tel efax and correspondence. The
Director testified that there will be no exterior changes to the
bui | di ng, except for the plaque; that there wll be an average of
approxi mately 12 cars at the siteat atine; that thee wll be one
or two receptions per year, between the hours of 6:00 and 8:00
P.M ; and that nore staff will use public transportation at the new
site, because of its increased accessibility to Metro. At present,
25 peopl e work at the Bureau. This nunber has renai ned consi st ent
for at least the last 5 years. There have been a nunber of
repl acenents, but there has not been an increase. The D rector
anticipates few, if any, increases in staff in the foreseeable
future. The Drector indicated an average of less than 3 visitors
per day, based upon present experience.

A nmenber of the Residential Action Coalition, who is also a
resident in the area, indicated her opposition to the project. The
basis for the opposition is that, in the past, trash has been
permtted to accumul ate on the sidewal ks and gutters surroundi ng
the property. 1In addition, she stated there is no guarant ee that
the dunpster would not be enptied on a regular basis. She also
indicated that, with 15 spaces on the site,the Bureau shoul d not
be permtted to obtain diplomatic parkingonthe street. The Board
finds that, wth the inclusion of the conditions in this order, the
concerns of the neighbor will be addressed.

6. The Federal Interest: The Ofice of Foreign Mi ssions has
determned that approval of the apgalication would be consi stent
with the federal interest and woul d fulfill the international obli -
gation of the United States to provi de adequate and secure facili-
ties for foreign mssions in the Nation's Capital. The Board al so
finds that the proposal is consistent with the Forei gnMssions and
I nternational Oganizations E enent of the Qnprehensive Pl an. The
Arab Republic of Egypt has rendered favorabl e reci procal treatnent
to the Wnited States in property-related Matter. The United
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St ates Enbassy has recently occupied a newy constructed office
tower in Cairo as its principal chancery facility. [In addition,
the United States intends to begin constructionin the near future
of a 7-story building for use as a chancery annex and as a resi-
dence for the Anbassador. The Egyptian Governnent has al so shown
its support in the recent purchase of a property near the Enbassy
for use as a staging area for upcom ng construction projects. The
Department of State has received full cooperation fromthe Egypti an
CGovernnment in connection wth its property program in Egypt, and
favorable treatnment by the Board in this case w il encourage
positive treatment for future property requirenent in that Nation.

ADVI SORY NEI GBCRHOCD COWM SSI ON:

Advi sory Nei ghbor hood Comm ssion (ANC) 2B submtted a witten
report dated June 13, 1991 stating that it had considered this
application at its neeting on June 12, 1991, which was attended by
a quorumof 3 commssioners. The ANC voted to take no position on
the application on the condition that the Applicants agree not to
ask fa diplonatic reserved on-street paking The ANC filed
further correspondence with this Board, dated June 17 and 18, 1991,
reiterating this position, and stating that, since no affi rmative
agreenent had been received fromthe Applicant, the ANC would
oppose the application. The Board finds that the ccrrespondence
fromthe ANC does not neet the requirenments of Section 3307 of the
Zoni ng Regul ations, as incorporated for chancery proceedings by
Section 3340. 4. Notwi t hstanding this observation, t he Board
di sagrees with the ANC The Board believes, that it would be
premature and i nprudent for the Arab Republic of Egypt to agree at
this tinme to waive any rights which are available to it under
District of Golunbia law, for the life of the occupancy of the
bui I ding. The Drector of the Bureau has stated that it is not the
present intention of the Bureau to seek on-street reserved diplo-
mati c parking. The Board further notes that the Bweau wuld be
l[imted to a nmaximum of only 60 feet of curb-side parking for
di pl omati c purposes, and that the perineter of the curb sur-
roundi ng the property mneasures approxinately 600 feet. The Board
notes that the Drector of the Bureau offered a conprom se position
tothe ANC, to limt any future on-street dponatic parking tothe
area along 20th Street, where parking meters are currently |ocated,
so that the residential permt parking in the area would not be
affected. The Board is unaware of any response to that proposal.
I n any event, the Board finds that, as a contributing buildingin
a historic district, no parking spaces would be required. Under
the guidelines of the Zoning Regulations, if parking spaces were

required, only 2 would be required. The applicant is providing 15
spaces.
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DECI SI ON:

On the basis of the record before it, and the criteria of
Section 1000 of the Zoning Regul ations, the Board determnes that
the standards of the Zoning Regulations have been met by this
appl i cation. Accor di ngly, it is hereby ORDERED that this
application is APPROVED, subject to the followng COND TI ONS:

1. Trash shall be stored within the building prior to pick
up.

2. The bui | di ng, grounds, and parking awea shdl.. be properly
cl eaned and nai nt ai ned.

VOTE 5-0 (Reginald Giffith, Paula L. Jewell Garles R

Norri Carrie L. Thornhill, and John G Parsons to
approve).
BY ORDER CF THE D. c. BOARD OF ZONI NG ADJUSTMENT
Y ~
P o ——
ATTESTED BY: . -
EDWARD L. CURDY 7/

Executive Direz . r

FI NAL DATE OF ORDER UL 26 11

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER
THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN
APPL| CATI ON FOR A BU LDI NG PERM T OR CERTI FI CATE OF OCCUPANCY IS
FI LED W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUVER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS.

155090r/kjw



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

APPLICATION NO. 15509

As Executive Director of the Board of Zoning Adjustment, I
hereby certify and attest to the fact that a copy of the Order of
the BoartjhL ﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁe above~-numbered case, said Order dated

o , has been mailed postage prepaid to
each party who appeared and participated in the public hearing
concerning this matter, and who is listed below:

Christopher H. Collins, Esqg. George R. Kaye

Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane Fleet Reserve Associates

1666 K Street, N.W.,Suite 1100 1303 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20005 Washington, D. C. 20006

Dr. Abdel-Aziz A. Hammouda, Director
Cultural and Educational Bureau
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
220 Kalorma Road, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20008

Honorable David D. Fields, Director
Office of Foreign Missions

U.S. Department of State

Room 2105

Washington, D. C. 20520

Alaire Bretz Rieffel, Chairperson
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2B
1526 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Edward T. Kelly Chairperson
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A
1920 G Street, N. W. #100
Washington, D. C. 20006

Catherine McCarron
Residential Action Coalition
725 24th Street, N.W. #805
Washington, D. C. 20037

EDWARD L. CURRY
Executive Director

N felel
DATE : 26 199




